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A Christmas story of ancient 


Wrrs I walked thru the 


Haifa Gate into Jerusalem | 
realized that I had stepped back 
several centuries, for within the 
rambling old walls of the Holy 
City things for the most part are 
as they were many centuries ago. 

Outside of the gate, however, 
on surrounding hills sacred with 
associations, there have literally 
sprung up in the last decade 
modern bungalows, electric-light 
wires that festoon the highways, 
and modern paved roads that 
present a pageantry of pedes- 
trians, autos, and camel cara- 
vans. Moreover, there are mod- 
ern hotels where menus are filled 
with generous compromises to 
the American taste in the form 
of familiar dishes. 

Food customs within the old 
walls, tho, have not altered to 
any great degree, and the food of the 
natives is much the same as that 
served at the Temple feasts of Old 
Testament times. 

At dawn the muezzin (Mohamme- 
dan crier) calls to prayer from his 
minaret (tower of mosque) ; the drowsy 
worshipper nods southeast towards 
Mecca; the day has begun. The tinkle 
of camel bells is heard as the caravan 
plods with superior mien toward the 
caravansary near the western walls; 
the narrow, writhing streets swarm 
with people in the varied garb of the 


food customs in the Holy City 


By Laurence Stuckey 
Illustration By J. E. Costigan 


Near East—Christians, Jews, Mos- 
lems, Copts; fruit and pastry vendors 
beseech the passer-by from wayside 
trays; lemonade dispensers with 
spouted bottles hoisted over shoulders 
compare the throat of the passer-by 
with the parched desert beyond and 
beg the thirsty to drink in the name 
of Allah. The beverages are gayly col- 
ored—circus reds and yellows dyed 
deep with cochineal and turmeric; it 
appears that the eye of the Arab as 
well as his palate needs beguiling. 
Wise-looking donkeys laden with cau- 


liflower from the fields near Beth- 
lehem, and panniers filled with 
wheat, barley, melon, corn, and 
figs brush past. The dust rises 
with the increasing din, and one 
passes bazaars and bakeries of 
all sorts and creeds. In one bak- 
ery the men are shouting as they 
knead the bread dough; nearby, 
primitive bricklayers are com- 
pleting a small building of bricks 
of clay mixed by hand! A curious 
place, this Mecca of many reli- 
gions! 

Cooking is done along the nar- 
row streets, and odors stray from 
crude and improvised frying de- 
vices at every step, inviting the 
traveler to tarry and taste—the 
same odors, no doubt, that 
tempted Father Abraham centu- 
ries ago: mingled spices, ginger, 
rose, and orange blossom, the 
last two being to Near East gastrono- 
my what vanilla, bay, and thyme are 
to our own. There are the pervasive 
odors of leeks, and onion, and the om- 
nipresent garlic, and I recalled the 
Children of Israel who cried, “We re- 
member the leeks, and the onions, and 
the garlic.”” Little wonder they cried! 

Now dashes by at a trot a fellah 
(native peasant) with a huge basket 
balanced precariously on his head, a 
basket piled high with corn, from the 
same valley where Ruth of idyl-fame 
once reaped grains. There pass camels 
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—those aristocrats in chains—with 
jars of green olives fastened to their 
eens olives perhaps from 
trees that are the great-great-great- 
great grandchildren of the sacred tree 
of anguish in the nearby Garden of 
Gethsemane. These olives are pre- 
served in brine collected from the 
Dead Sea beyond the Mount of Olives. 


Ler US enter an old bazaar in the 
center of the city; let us partake of a 
typical meal gleaned from Old Testa- 
ment days; let us eat, drink, and be 
merry. Our chosen bazaar is charac- 
teristic: a rather large, high-ceilinged 
room with a domed roof; it has a 
rowyeh, a sort of a mezzanine, which 
suffices for sleeping quarters. The 
space beneath serves as living quar- 
ters and restaurant, for when you 
break bread with a Mohammedan, 
you are one of the family—a family 
usually of one husband, several wives, 
and no end of children. One side of 


this room opens completely on the 
street; at the rear, answering to a 
kitchen, are an open hearth and chim- 
ney, and all around bins containing 
charcoal, wheat, barley, lentils, figs, 
dates, and large clay jars of olive oil— 
enough indeed to stock a Noah’s Ark. 

Enter a Mosque without a covering 
on your shoes and you profane it; your 
shadowis that of the cursedunbeliever; 
but enter a bazaar and your presence 
is a compliment, and my host, Hazam, 
became all smiling obedience. 


THERE was no printed menu—I’m 
glad there wasn’t, for one of those 
cards of hieroglyphics would have 
stood between me and my appetite. 
Hazam carried the menu in his head, 
and a good memory he had! He sug- 
gested various favorite dishes as he 
seated me before an inlaid olive-wood 
table and cushioned me round, while 
his assistant lighted an incense-burn- 
er. There was no cooked food visible, 
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In the background is Jaffa Gate, which opens 
into the busy David Street scene of Jerusalem. 
Here fruit and pastry are sold from wayside trays 


Curiously enough, goat skins serve as “bottles” 
just as they did in the Jerusalem of Biblical times. 
These tradesmen deal in cauliflower, wheat, bar- 
ley, melons, figs, and dates from laden donkeys 


but there is evidently an Aladdin’s 
lamp in what passes for the kitchen, 
for edibles, preceded by a prolog of 
intriguing odors, appeared as from 
nowhere. But let us begin at the be- 
ginning: 

Transported in a special pottery 
soup-tureen with Arabesque carvings 
was a chicken soup with green peppers, 
somewhat reminiscent, I thought, of 
food I had eaten in Spain, that part 
where the Moorish influence had been 
pronounced, and so the soup served as 
an agreeable and rather familiar in- 
troduction to the repast. The soup was 
succeeded by an entree of stuffed 
grape leaves. All afternoon, a veiled 
lady, the favorite wife of Hazam, sat 
like some transported, captive, wild- 
bird Carmen, rolling a mixture of 
meat, rice, and nuts in moistened 
grape leaves, and shaping the pre- 
pared ensemble like cigars. The resul- 
tant product, as the flavor escaped, 
was savory to a surprising degree. 
Imagine! 


| COLLECTED from Hazam recipes 
of the meal; perhaps you would like 
to introduce them at a church dinner. 
The savory stuffed grape-leaves recipe 
is included at the end. For the con- 
venience of the American cook, cab- 
bage leaves may be substituted with 
little loss of the original flavor. 

There followed, bowed in, a Levan- 
tine salad, consisting of cucumber, 
tomatoes, green chili peppers, and 
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Above, a shrine of Christendom, the Garden of Geth- 
semane, and in the distance, the Golden Gate of Jerusalem 


Below is the world-famous Street of Tears. At the right, 


native lemonade vendors; and just below, the after-dinner 
hookah, in which smoke is drawn thru orange or rose water 
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melon. In a deep bowl my friend of 
Allah stirred garlic, olive oil, and 
lemon juice with the frenzy of a whirl- 
ing dervish. To this he added the va- 
rious ingredients, and the whole was 
embroidered with crisp lettuce and 
sprinkled with chopped mint leaves. 
Cool and palatable it was, and a piéce 
de résistance to the Bedouins who live 
greatly on a vegetarian diet on the 
desert. My appreciation was audible, 
and it apparently flattered the ears of 
Hazam. It must have pleased Allah 
also, for Hazam rolled his eyes heav- 
enward. The salad was truly a work 
of art, appealing to all senses. The 
crispness of the lettuce as my fork 
broke thru it was pleasing to the ear; 
the softness of the melon was pleasant 
to the touch; the mint on top, cooling 
to the eye and tongue; the odor highly 
gratifying to the sense of smell, and 
the effect on the palate—well—Allah 
be praised! 
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Next came the pride of the meal, 
the hero, the sheik, or better, the 
Grand Vizier, in the form of Sheesh 
Kabab, which translated means sim- 
ply lamb on skewers. It sent before it 
a veritable host of promising aromas. 
The bread was brought in at the same 
time. Now I found it necessary to 
make a temporary truce with my 
prejudices, for I recalled the bread- 
mixing I had seen that morning. The 
bread is flat, made of corn, and tastes 
like a Mexican tortilla. It is round, 
cut crosswise, and opened like a purse 
a purse with a purpose, for Hazam 
drew the skewered lamb thru the 
folded bread with the artistry of a 
violinist drawing a bow, thus deposit- 
ing the cubes of meat on the plate. 
The native most often picks up his 
food with the bread. The gravy is 
sopped up. But Hazam, knowing the 
peculiar customs of unbelievers and 
their.incredibly bad table manners, 
furnished me with a huge fork and a 
scimitar-shaped knife. 


PoTATOES in the Holy Land are 
few; therefore, cauliflower does the 
service of an understudy. This elo- 
quent vegetable was simmered and 
then smothered with a tangy meat- 
sauce spiced a trifle with bay and gin- 
ger. Green and ripe olives were served 
during inter- [ Continued on page 34 
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You don't have to be rich, Dutch, or a child to enjoy this Christ- 
mas breakfast table. The cloth is brightly block-printed. Blue 
glasses, red plates, and yellow cereal bowls repeat cloth colors. 
Pinocchio, Popeye, Puss-in-boots, and Mickey Mouse stand ready to 
pull Cellophane-wrapped surprises from Kriss Kringle’s wooden shoes 


You have no doubt used Santas, sleighs, and snowballs as 
Jack Horner Pies to hold Christmas gifts. Above is a starry 
one made of blue Cellophane radiating gift-bearing sil- 
ver streamers to be pulled after the meal. At the left, a 
14-inch star rests on a circle—both silvered, with the 
edge of one painted red, the other blue. Tassels of spruce 
and pine-prunings add a decorative note. Gather the ever- 
greens in from your garden or purchase them from a nursery 
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Christmas Greentime 











Yes, it’s time for the 
dear old house to 
bloom again in Christ- 
mas greens! Why not 
use these, Nature's 
loveliest gifts, this 
Christmastide? 


By 


Fae Huttenlocher 
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Here are three new ways to decorate the Christ- 
mas mantel. Sprays of green huckleberry, 
branches of cony pine, a few rosy red apples, 
and your hearth becomes a vision of holiday 
loveliness. At the left, tip-end trimmings 
of Christmas-tree branches serve as a back- 
ground for the Nativity Scene. And the red 
and green of the humble geranium against 
white become a classic Christmas symphony 


A unique Christmas decoration 
done in Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio. The silhouette camels 
are sheet metal or composition 
board, with lamps behind. The 
trees flanking the entrance and 
at the house corners are each 
lighted by 10-watt colored 
lamps in two strings of 7 sock- 
ets each. Inside the house are 
the usual lighted wreaths and 
candles. The lamps covering 
the two gables are really in- 
tended for interior use, pri- 
marily on Christmas trees. It is 
better to use six- to ten-watt 
lamps on water-proof strings 
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Home-Furnishings 








Notes For Santa! 





FROM CHICAGO 


From Coast to Coast, Shop- 
ping with Christine Holbrook, 
Better Homes & Gardens 


Home-Furnishings Director 











‘ 
Chicago—Marshall Field & Company: Here comfort and 
charm combine in a modern way. Note the radio at left in 
a center shelf of bookcase 
Toledo—The LaSalle & Koch Company: A couch is so 
ideally the keynote for a room’s grouping 
Atlanta—Davison-Paxon Company: Bath towels make 
practical gifts; new ones are styled in bold colors 
FROM TOLEDO 
y 
NS 
EROM NEW ORLEA » 


FROM DENVER 
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FROM BOSTON 


New Orleans—Maison Blanche Company: Think of china, FROM CINCINNATI 
glass, and silverware for gifts. The silverware is shown in a it ero Na 
plated pattern of great dignity iv 


Denver—The Denver Dry Goods Company: For the bridge 
game! This card table would be a permanent part of your 
room’s furnishings 


Boston—R. H. White Company: All or some of the pieces 
in this desk grouping may solve the room’s problem-corner 


Washington—W oodward & Lothrop: Truly a man’s group- 
ing—here are gift suggestions for him 


Cincinnati—The H. & S. Pogue Company: White is a very 
effective new note in the bedroom 


Philadelphia—Gimbel Brothers: This comfortable chair has 
remote control for the radio beside it 


Portland—Meier & Frank Company: Remember the quaint 
charm of maple in Early American manner 








FROM PHILADELPHIA 





FROM PORTLAND 
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By Roscoe Gilmore Stott 


“OUR HOME WORLD OF WONDERS,” No. 15 @ A drop of ink makes millions think, but 
not without paper. It is difficult to think of anything that has contributed so much toward edu- 
cation as this product. Here is its amazing history, and what a story it is'\—THE EDITORS. 


7 NLL of human history merely 


sung from one generation to the next! 
The Garden of Eden, The Flood, 
Man’s progress from the very begin- 
ning only hearsay or vaguely pictured 
in symbolic characters, weirdly pris- 
oned on rocks or tablets of clay! Time 
eternally whirling on and on, bringing 
at least efforts at communication, as 
one Era wrote to the next with strange 
letters scratched or chiseled upon 
metal plates—brass, copper, lead! 
And Christianity’s gift to all coming 
Civilization saved for a waiting, eager 
world—on the skins of animals! 

Since Eden’s first strange days of 
paradise, man had worshipped his gods 
and every mighty man who in time be- 
came his hero. He longed to pass on to 
others tales of this hero’s daring and 
terrible strength. But these myths and 
lore became only monotonous chants. 
The earliest family heard them in pre- 
historic times. History chanted in 
strong gutterals to a group crouched 
around the first fires and seated in 
front of ancient caves. 

There was no writing. Civilization 
was patiently waiting. Communica- 
tion was only in the half-snarling 
animal voices of primitive people. The 
few wise ones among them might 
scratch or chisel what scant records 
there were. Oddly enough, our own 
generation has been the very first to 
interpret many of these queer tablets 
of stone or clay. The tender love-mes- 
’ sage was never written or sent. Man 
held his ground by no legal right. The 
might of his arm was his only claim to 
possession. Documents were unknown. 
Human minds stood still—hardly 
more than having animal intelligence 
at best. Crude poets and prophets 
arose and chiseled their story—but 
the story was unknown for thousands 
of years. Ignorance begat Ignorance. 
Beauty and Truth were yet unborn! 


THEN by the River Nile a dark- 
skinned Egyptian stole apart from his 
fellows. Searching the banks, he found 
a strange plant—papyrus to you. It 
grew under the earth, save that at in- 
tervals of eight or ten feet it sent or- 
dinary stems up into the air. He called 
his companions. Carefully they sliced 
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one of these stems into thin, vertical 
strips. From these strips was made 
the first paper! Communication’s sec- 
ond child had been born—Writing, 
lovely sister of Speech. Egypt guarded 
her secret. Here was a sort of paper. 
Yet it was crude and unlike our mod- 
ern product. From the plant discov- 
ered along the mysterious river they 
also used this fiber for cordage and 
even for boats. 

Following this pattern, many books 
and newspapers have been printed 
employing only one substance—fi- 
brous bamboo, or straw, jute, esparto 
grass. The Japanese grow willows for 
their bark. It makes fine paper. The 
longer the fiber, the stronger the 
sheets, when dry. So the use of straw 
—rice straw in Asia; wheat, oat, and 
other straws in Europe. But the best 
sources of this marvelous fiber will be 
forever in linen and rags. And if you 
recall the melodrama of a generation 
ago—‘‘From Rags to Riches’—it 
changes before your very eyes today. 
For this fiction has given way to reali- 
ty. The true riches of History, Litera- 
ture, Science, Philosophy come to us, 
for the most part, on rags! True the 
rags have changed form. The crafts- 
man and chemist have added their 
skill. The inventor has made a half- 
dozen machines to transform these 
rags. Yet all the finest papers today 
are a miracle of old rags. Many paper 
centers have made the saving of rags a 
patriotic duty. The junkman sudden- 
ly becomes a public benefactor. 


PAPERS and magazines go back to 
mills and are returned to us in some 
of the cheaper forms of wrapping 
paper and cruder newsprint. 

But the true Romance of Paper be- 
gins back in an unseen forest! The 
trees were not only ‘“God’s first tem- 
ples.”” They have made possible man’s 
growth down our more modern gen- 
erations. Not content with merely giv- 
ing man shelter and warmth, they 
have yielded to his skill. His machines 
have brought from forest camps mil- 
lions upon millions of tons of wood 
pulp. This pulp has a thousand uses. 
It is the servant of every home. News- 
print is wood pulp brought on sturdy 











trucks in giant rolls of paper that will 
feed many thousands of presses. The 
magazines on the library table are 
often wood-pulp—transformed into 
attractive appearance. The child’s 
toys are most often wood-pulp. The 
plastic ware in a hundred guises is 
probably only paper with a touch of 
chemist’s and artisan’s skill. The chair 
in my studio rocks on wood and has a 
wooden frame—but I’ve discovered 
the rest is paper. Every home is a 
miracle of wood-pulp. And woe be, 
Milady’s cheaper shoes have paper 
soles! 

Tho not used commercially until 
1840, specimens of paper made from 
wood-pulp are traced back as far as 

1765. And you can guess whose me- 
chanical skill did it—artisans of Ger- 
many. 


Bur before we follow into the kitch- 
en where the modern woman is using 
paper, let’s hurry on to those forest 
camps. 

For behind and back of this Paper 
Age are the dozens of camps. They are 
isolated and off the beaten track. Did 
you in comfortable homes ever realize 
that behind the scenes, in places of 
danger and hardship, the workers of 
the world are toiling—that we may 
have light and heat, carpets, furniture 
—yes, and the miracle of modern 
paper? 

Here is a forest camp. Thirty or for- 
ty men are living within easy range. 
Among them is a boss, his cooks, scal- 
ers, timekeepers, lumbermen. For 
hours of cool, crisp days there is the 
sound of cross-cut saws and pitiless 
axes. There is a crash. Another tower- 
ing sentinel on a lonely hillside slope 
ends a cerftury of growth. Once felled, 
they are trimmed of all their branches. 
Then they are sawed again into logs 
of 14.16 feet perhaps. Now these logs 
plunge down sizable streams. Then 
upon heavy sleds they go over spark- 
ling snow to a “landing” on river or 
lake bank. Here they may have weeks 
of rest. They are waiting for the 
spring. Then on they go to mill or 
wood-preparing plant. A harvesting 
of giant trees has ended. 

Freed from blemishes, bark, and all 
defects, they come from the mill to 
go into hundreds of products. Some 
of us have watched the pulp in va- 
rious stages. The chemist’s wizardry 
never fails. But even in its imperfect 
form, wood pulp comes forth in thou- 
sands of tons of wrapping papers and 
newsprint. 


Now rushing back to the kitchen— 
for that’s the man of it! Anyway there 
will be surprises awaiting you. Nor 
will it be the luxuriously furnished 
culinary department of a rich man’s 
mansion. If it were, the whole story 
is lost. It is just your own kitchen— 
or ours. 

First, all of us have known that we 
were using paper hankies and paper 
towels by millions. But over at the 
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sink Milady is using a paper dish-rag! 
Yes, too, and it will last as well as any 
other. Chemistry produced this won- 
der. For here is a dish-rag that can be 
washed out, hung up, and still remain 
an upstanding and esteemed kitchen 
aide. At the kitchen range or cook- 
stove the modern woman is cooking 
her food in paper sacks. Exactly that. 
To keep flavor and juices within, she 
places them on household parchment 
—treated paper—ties up the ends and 
knows, being told by experts, that 
even with roasts or cakes, over-brown- 
ing is impossible. This should make 
many an embryonic groom a happy 
man. Yes, and even with the depres- 
sion passing, economy is still the law 
in that kitchen. So she cooks several 
different vegetables and a roast, too, 
perhaps, in a single pot—and each in 
its own sack. She is saving fuel. And 
she knows that no odors will pass from 
one sack to another. Hydration by 
means of paper-wrapped articles of 
food is today possible in the humblest 
refrigerator. And one thing more 
greasy and sticky pots and pans have 
gone from the picture of drudgery. 

Truly we have reached the Paper 
Age!—Paper bottles, paper water- 
proofing, paper wheels, roofing, boats. 
And don’t be incredulous. It is not 
a writer’s privilege to shock his read- 
ers. But read on—and believe! Paper 
barrels. Yes. And even paper gas- 
pipes! Medicated papers bind up the 
slight flesh-wound. And Science has 
ordained that we moderns fight our 
bodily ailments with chemically 
treated papers. Get hence, O gout! Be 
gone, thou wheezy Asthma! Away 
with you, you blankety Blisters! I 
have papers that will free me from 
your power. The poisonous fly-paper 
of my boyhood is now the non- poison- 
ous sturdy grandson paper capable of 
ensnaring any full-grown and adven- 
turous rat. 


lr IS the Twentieth Century. Paper, 
keep in mind, has grown up and kept 
pace. Only a few centuries ago—in the 
early Christian Era—paper was first 
made, such as we know it today. Of 
course it was a much coarser product. 
An inventive Chinaman turned this 
trick. China hoped to keep paper-mak- 
ing a trade secret. But certain Chinese 
craftsmen were taken prisoner by 
Arabs and Moors. Probably bribed at 
the price of freedom or some other ad- 
vantage, the Chinese prisoners told of 
their methods and the secret of paper- 
making went far and wide. What a 
frail product to come as the means of 
communication when one ponders the 
ancients use of stone. Chaldean bricks, 
tablets, copper, wood! The first book 
in flourishing Roman times was the 
binding of two carved table-tops by 
stout leather thongs! Later of course 
the use of leaves, bark, parchment, 
vellum, and the papyrus plant. The 
Drama of Communication is the won- 
der tale of refinement. 

William Rit- [ Continued on page 47 
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English Ivy, above, 
can be trained into 
interesting forms. 
Creeping Rubber in 
the silhouette brack- 
et adds a light touch 
to this sunny corner 
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ARRANGEMENTS BY 
HENRY G. VONDEKHEIDT 


The first year a compact pot plant, the next 
a unique climber—Nephthytis bears two 
kinds of leaves, either like those of the calla, 
at the right, or resembling the divided fo- 
liage of jack-in-the-pulpit. These vines grow 
in shade and tolerate the dry air of the home 
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By Marjorie Norrell Sulzer 


| COULDN’T be without my begonia 
and geranium, or the brave aspidistra 
which has lingered thru many a dark 
cold winter with me, but I know if | 
were asked which are my favorite house 
plants I’d say without a moment’s hesi- 
tation, ‘““Gay green vines!” Gay green 
vines, bubbling with sheer exuberance 
over the window sill and up to the high- 
est curtain rods, amazingly friendly vines 
with astonishing flowers and the most 
captivating leaves I have ever come 
across! 

The philodendron, for instance! It 
clings so long and persistently to life 
that the Chinese call it “green for ten 
thousand years,” and it will live up to 
its reputation on even the chilliest win- 
dow sill. They grow it in water, but after 
a very determined skirmish my philo- 
dendron hasgiven me to understand that 
it much prefers a pot of soil. 

We met, the philodendron and I, one 
cold day in fall, two years ago, and it was 
a case of love at first sight. The smooth, 
apple-green, heart-shaped leaves, rakish- 
ly poised on a ietethh of ropy stem, 

















reached toward me in the breeze from 
the open front door, and before I left 
that tea party I had a short unrooted 
cutting in my pocketbook. 

The cutting was popped into a thin 
bottle, filled with water, and placed 
in a sunny window, and here the philo- 
dendron lingered in reproachful in- 
activity for two long months. Dis- 
appointed, I transplanted it to a small 
pot of earth, but days came when I 
forgot to water it or the furnace sud- 
denly decided to bake us, and the soil 
dried out. So here, too, the vine flatly 
refused to grow. 


THEN I took a weekend holiday, but 
before departure the potted plant was 
placed for safety’s sake in a shallow 
bowl of water. Imagine my surprise 
on my homecoming to discover a 
proud new growth rapidly unfurling 
bright new baby leaves! Since then 
the vine has produced dozens of new 
branches, which are nipped off and 
given to its numerous admirers, for 
after it has climbed up one side of the 
window and down the other, and back 
across the window sill all in one winter 
I feel it has done quite enough. Each 
spring after the shearing a pot of new 
soil is added and it spends its summer 
holidays gloriously out on the porch. 








Gay Green Vines 





Will Brighten Your Home 


The philodendron is supposedly a 
tropical climber, but last winter when 
the thermometer fell way below zero 
and refused to stir for a week, and 
never a ray of sunshine appeared, that 
vine of mine was greener than ever. 
So if you have a cold winter window 
which the sun passes by unfeelingly, 
where other house plants hang their 
lovely heads, just buy, beg, or borrow 
a length of philodendron, plant it 
quite without roots in a pot of soil, 
and place it there in a bowl of water. 
Then that window, too, will become a 
friendly spot, boasting a lively green 
frame for the scene beyond. 


Clematis Surprise 


THEN there is my adventure with 
clematis. I had long been an admirer 
of the virgins-bower, which hid, be- 
neath a September snowdrift, an ugly 
old stump in a friend’s garden. One 
day in mid-October she rapped on my 
door and handed me a potted slip she 
had taken near the root of the parent. 
“Tt may not grow,” she said doubt- 
fully, “‘but if you get it into the ground 
immediately it just might.” 

Of course I intended to plant it then 
and there, but that day was full, so I 
watered it instead and put it on the 
window sill. It look- 
ed so warm and hap- 
py and the ground 
was so cold and in- 
hospitable outside 
that I kept postpon- 
ing the evil mo- 
ment. Then snow 
came suddenly, and 
a defenseless clem- 
atis, whether | 
would or no, was a 
member of that win 
ter’s window garden. 

As tho to exhibit 
its approval, it im- 
mediately displayed 
several captivating 
fresh green shoots 
(there is nothing 
more touching than 
the young crisp 
leaves of this vine), 


Arranged in brass bowl 
and base, these phil- 
odendron cuttings are 
on a modern bookcase. 
Such vines can easily 
be kept within bounds 
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which lovingly entwined a long bam- 
boo stake I put in the pot. This pleas- 
ing activity continued all winter long, 
until three stakes were wreathed in 
green and folks began to ask, ““What 
is that attractive house plant?” 

In spring it went out into the gar- 
den and the following fall it covered 
a fence, a tall fence, too, with its lacy 
floral bower. Every year now | steal 
and pot a small seedling or root shoot 
—there are always children about the 
mother in fall. Clematis doesn’t bloom 
in the house, but it does draw forth 
the most gratifying oh’s and ah’s of 
admiration from visitors, and so far it 
has fallen heir to none of the pests and 
diseases which beset the common run 
of house plants. The garden soil near 





Much of the.charm of a vine depends upon 
an appropriate setting. Here variegated 
philodendron is on a walnut antique shelf 


the mother suits it to perfection if 
there are plenty of stones in the bot- 
tom of the pot and a touch of charcoal 
to keep the soil sweet. 


Heavenly Blue 


AND have you ever been greeted by 
a cascade of Heavenly Blue Morning- 
glories when you came down to an 
early morning breakfast? There is 
nothing in this whole world so com- 

letely satisfying! Snow without, icy, 
leek Aneamated wind rattling at the 
windowpanes, and inside a cloud of 
silky blue [ Continued on page 54 
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For Boys 12 to 18 


Ricut: Boys of the scouting age will particularly appre- 
ciate the telephone and telegraph set shown at lower left 
and the signaler set shown at lower right. Both are official 
Boy Scout outfits « Boys can have great fun construct- 
ing their own toys. Shown at the bottom of the page is 
the outfit for casting the building blocks of concrete shown. 
Higher up is shown a set of materials and tools for casting 
toys in metal, a perfectly fascinating thing to do! And the 
airplane shown is to be constructed from the parts adja- 
cent to it. There are full instructions for building. When 
finished, the airplane can be made to fly several hundred 
feet « The very complete tool chest shown will encourage 
the teen-age boy to construct really useful pieces. It comes 
in a portable case « The study of minerals is simplified 
at last! and the mineralcraft set shown at upper right has 
the approval of a large American university « A micro- 
scope outfit will open up a whole new world to a boy who 
is lucky enough to own it. 


dtr lb 


For Boys 8 to 12 


Lert: What boy does not adore a cir- 
cus! Shown at center is one that has 
endless variations. There are flying tra- 
pezes and from the box of gay-colored 
wood, clowns, birds, and beasts can be 
made by merely fitting wood joints to- 
gether « From the box of lumber a boy 
can make the box-car, wheelbarrow, 
and cart shown . Indian picture-writ- 
ing and picture-craft and making wig- 
wams are great fun . Safe for youthful 
target practice is the outfit shown at 
lower right « Any young builder will 
adore the block lumber at upper right 
and from which the house shown was 
built « The paint box promises educa- 
tion with fun. A drawer contains pictures 
to paint. 







































A Christmas 
Buying-Guide 


By Beulah France 


For Girls 8 to 12 


Ricut: Imagine the delight of a little girl who 
on Christmas morning finds a new fur coat of 
just the right size to fit her favorite doll! A fur 
hat comes with the coat in a “set” and both 
are sized to fit doll sizes « In the kitchen cabi- 
net are shelves for extra goodies and the needed 
equipment for preparing dishes according to the 
recipes in the little girl’s cook book which comes 
with the electric stove. This stove cooks, of 
course! « Should a doll have a chill or feel ill, 
the doctor and nurse outfits are most helpful. 
Big brother can put on the uniform that is a 
part of the doctor’s suitcase of supplies, while 
the dolly’s “mother” dons the nurse’s outfit 
that is very complete and efficient looking . 
The to-be-made packing boxes in the lower 
left-hand corner and the box of quilt-making 
materials are good leisure-time gifts « The doll 
furniture shown comes in suites for every room 
of a dollhouse. 



























































Photographs by Caroline Whiting 


























For Girls 12 to 18 


Lert: This very new world globe is large 
enough to be helpful in schoolwork, besides be 
ing decorative in a girl’s (or boy’s) room . 
Girls and boys and even grown-ups will like this 
greenhouse which comes in various sizes and is 
sturdily built with a metal bottom. It can be 
used for growing plants in either flats or pots . 
The small portable sewing machine is a practical 
gift for any girl « And the weaving loom is large 
enough to make a scarf or the type of small rugs 
used for table place mats or table runners. This 
model has been accepted by the Girl Scouts of 
America « Every young homemaker should 
know something about chemistry and the set 
shown at the lower left is full of experimenting 
thrills for both girls and boys .« The photo kit 
is a complete job in photography. A small 
camera is included « Every teen-age girl loves 
memory-book and snapshot-album records. A 
new album mounts pictures one above another 
attractively. 


















Good architecture costs no more than 
poor, and it yields big profits, both in 
satisfaction and resale value. This is 
the beautiful bildcost gardened home 
of A. Wiberg, in Neenah, Wiscon- 
sin, built from one of the plans avail- 
able from Better Homes & Gardens 


Your Fireside and Garden Path 


Wa: a treasure is a home of 


your own! Every night to come back 
to it, seeing its sturdy walls and roof 
and its enframing of trees and shrubs, 
gathering charm with the years—that 
is the most enduring pleasure a man 
may have. Into such a home is built 
not only sentiment but a conscious- 
ness of a strength of purpose—the 
idealization of a life’s dearest ambi- 
tions, for the holiest passions of life 
are unconsciously woven into the very 
pattern and fabric of it. 

It is a profanation, therefore, when 
such dreams are shattered—some- 
times needlessly shattered! 

Typical of many letters coming to 
my desk is one from a man who 
worked hard and saved his money and 
finally invested it in a home in a New 
Jersey town, where he installed his 
family. He and his wife had been 
shown the colorful tile in the bath- 
room, the picturesque stippled plas- 





ter, the huge brick fireplace, the 
clean, well-cupboarded kitchen—all 
the devices of the skillful salesman- 
builder. Oh, that clean smell of new 
paint! What an alluring perfume it is! 
They did not know much about two- 
by-sixes or stresses or insulation or 
plaster formula. They took the word 
of the glib salesman, and bought the 
house, paying all the money they had. 


Two years passed, and I received a 
letter of which this is a brief excerpt: 

“We are in despair. The plaster in 
the stairway has cracked and is fall- 
ing. The basement leaks. The roof is 
beginning to crack and sag. The foun- 
dations are sinking so that cracks are 
coming into the walls and are growing 
wider every day. Builders tell us it will 
be hard to repair the damage—that 
the house was improperly built and 
everything was skimped. Every cent 
we have is invested in this house. Is 
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2 x 6's and Floor Joists 


By Elmer T. Peterson, Editor Better Homes & Gardens 


there nothing we can do? Now, in- 
stead of looking forward to a peaceful, 
happy old age, we have nothing to 
show for our work and loving care.” 

I was heartsick when I had to write 
back, after checking the points with 
our architectural expert, that we 
could suggest nothing that would 
remedy the situation, for it was 
obvious that the specifications had 
been skimped. The temple had been 
profaned. Home ownership had been 
made a cruel mockery. 


ANOTHER case is that of a pros- 
pective home-owner who started out 
with a set of plans and specifications 
for a home of obviously fine, tho 
simple, architecture. They called for a 
certain height of foundation wall 
which brought the house close to the 
ground. They also called for insula- 
tion thruout, for two-by-six rafters 
and ceiling [Continued on page 42 
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Once Clumsy and Ugly—Now It’s 


Beautiful and Comfortable 


8th Prize, Class 4: Improvements s home of C. H. Gutermuth of Louisville, Kentucky, was a 
costing $1,000 or more, 1933 very ugly one indeed. However, Stratton O. Hammon, the architect 
called in to remodel it, appreciated that a few simple changes would 


National Better Homes Contest serve to bring out the shape of the building, which was perfectly 


Wien b satisfactory in itself. The clumsy overhanging roof was cut back 

on y Fe <a “si ; iti, foes 
to the wall lines and finished with a simple molded treatment. The 

C. H. Gutermuth heavy dormer on the front of the house was cut of and two smaller 


0 thea: Catal, dormers substituted. The porch roof was carried around to the side 
, Y of the house to break the long roofline. The cloister and garage at 
He Spent $4,878.60 the rear help to balance the mass of the whole composition. 


e 
Read His 
Story on 
Page 45 


BEFORE 
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A WELL-EQUIPPED basement play- 
room for the use of the whole family 
is a great convenience; it solves the 
problem of entertainment space when 
youngsters and elders require room 
at the same time; in fact, the basement 
room often is preferred by both 
groups. In this example the floor is 
paved with bricks, ground smooth 
after laying for dancing, and the walls 
are wainscoted in knotty-pine fencing, 
finished in a warm brown stain. It was 
designed by John Normile, A. |. A,, 
architect-editor of Better Homes & 
Gardens.—THE EDITORS. 


The Question Before the House 


A department of answers to remodeling 
and building inquiries you’ve sent us 


By J. F. Carter 


i) ‘R concrete foundation is thoroly 


tarred inside, down to the basement floor 
level, yet there is a constant water seep- 
age. What may we do to stop it? 


There are two ways: one is to dig to 
the base of the foundation and lay 
drain tile, with an outlet to the storm 
sewer; the other is to build up a good 
terrace about the house, tamping it 
down well, and planting grass. This 
latter way forces surface water away 
from the wall so that only the small 
amount which finds its way into the 
ground may attempt to seep into the 
cellar. 


To make our home more comfortable 
should we put on storm sash or apply 
insulation in the unfinished attic, for 
we cannot afford both? 


If you can’t afford both means of 
stopping heat losses, it would be pref- 
erable to insulate the attic, for the 
chances are, greatest heat loss is there. 
The job of insulation should be well 
done, with the best materials, and the 
attic should then be properly ceiled 
and floor laid if possible. The lessen- 
ing of coal bills will answer as to the 
advisability of your having done this. 


Our hot-water heating plant ts in the 
basement. It does an excellent job of 
heating the basement, while the radia- 
tors in the house are not as warm as 
they should be. What is the remedy? 


Evidently the hot-water boiler is 
not insulated, and the radiation into 
the basement is a cause of much of the 
loss of heat in the house. Use ground 
asbestos, which comes in bags; mix it 
with water, then plaster all over the 
boiler to the depth of an inch. Then 
tie ordinary chicken netting about the 
job, and put on another half-inch of 
the asbestos plaster. Over this job 
now put heavy canvas, sewing it in 
place. Permit everything to dry until 
it is perfectly hard, after which, to 
preserve the canvas, paint with any 
good quality paint. This will keep the 
heat within the system instead of per- 
mitting radiation into the basement. 


What is meant by fire-proofed wood 
and where can it be obtained? 


Fire-proofed wood is ordinary lum- 
ber which has been treated, usually 
under pressure, the compound with 
which the wood is impregnated being 
one of several which cause wood to 
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resist ame. The wood will char but 
will not burn and support combus- 
tion. It is obtained primarily around 
New York at present, but the time is 
probably not far distant when lum- 
ber yards generally will carry it in 
stock. 


We understand that efflorescence ts 
causing white spots on our exterior 
brickwork. How may we stop a recur- 
rence of the white spots after having 
removed them once? 


Examine gutters and down-spouts 
for leaks, and see that window sills 
and copings have drip grooves, so 
that water may not run down the face 
of the brickwork. As an extreme 
remedy, use one of the colorless water- 
proofing compounds to keep the brick 
from absorbing water and thus bring- 
ing out the white spots. 


How may we insulate against sound, 
such as ordinary conversation, which 
travels from the second floor to the first? 


The second floor is a drumhead 
stretched over joists, and the sound 
waves impinging against the flooring 
above cause vibration to travel thru 
joists, ceiling, plaster, and studs. If a 
heavy flooring quilt is placed beneath 
the second-story flooring and the sub- 
floor or joists, that part of the sound 
will be stopped, while fitting acousti- 
cal board over the ceiling of the sec- 
ond floor will | Continued on page 52 








Make Way for 





Saint Nick 


—and his reindeer, his sleigh 


and his heaped-up toys 


By Gladys Denny Shultz 


| is a road we know of going 
north, a little road, elusive, mysteri- 
ous, with woods on either side. In 
summer it is grass-grown and shady; 
in winter the snow levels the tracks 
and makes one soft, white expanse. 
Where it goes or how far it goes we 
cannot surely say, but we know what 
we think—that it continues on and 
on, clear up to the North Pole and 
Santa Claus’ house. 


IT STANDS to reason, doesn’t it? 
The highway leading north from our 
town is crowded with automobiles and 
lined with filling stations and refresh- 
ment stands. You would just know 
that Santa wouldn’t drive his sensi- 
tive reindeer down the cement strip, 
among all the cars and in sight of all 
the people. Wouldn’t he be bound to 
choose some such way as the little 
woodland road, where there would be 
only snow and grass under the hoofs 
of the reindeer, only snow and grass 
under the runners of the heaped-up 
sleigh, only squirrels and rabbits to 
see the bright cavalcade as it makes 
its dash to the rooftops of the city 
and farm homes where boys and girls 
lie sleeping? Why, it’s plain as any- 
thing. And so we have never tried to 
explore this particular road to its end 
—the North Pole being so far away— 
and anyhow it is pleasant to leave 
some things unexplored, except in the 
imagination. 

No matter how automobiles may 
crowd the highways and airplanes the 
airways, may there be for every gen- 
eration of children a quiet road lead- 
ing north, down which the reindeer 
train may come flying on the night be- 
fore Christmas, with a tinkling of 
sleighbells and a cracking of a long 
whip, and a merry voice cheering on. 


THE glamor that Christmas has for 
children—may it never die. For the 
parents of children, however, there 
are always some practical problems of 
management connected with the sea- 
son. For some years we have discussed 
these problems and suggestions have 


been made for meeting them. How to 
have a safe and sane Christmas, with 
no physical or mental indigestion aft- 
erwards, how to interest children in 
doing for others on that day, are two 
questions that parents are asking re- 
peatedly. This year I am going to let 
the readers of the magazine answer 
these questions. Some of you have 
been generous enough to write to me 
about the Christmases in your homes, 
and I have asked permission to pass 
on glimpses of these beautiful festi- 
vals of love and thoughtfulness. 


BABY TEDDY shall lead off, repre- 
senting the youngest members of the 
community. On his first Christmas he 
was not, his mother reported, much 

intrigued by his presents or even 

greatly impressed by the tree. As 

for Santa Claus, Teddy just closed 

one eye when his parents tried to 

tell him the old story—babies are 

getting that sophisticated! What 

Teddy did adore were the bright 

papers and ribbons on 
the packages, and he 
didn’t care whose pres- 
ents they were, either. 
He was therefore al- 
lowed to help unwrap 
gifts and then play 
with the wrappings to 
his heart’s content, 
and that is our Christ- 
mas suggestion for 
babies everywhere 
—no excitement, 
no food outside the 
schedule, no in- 
terruption of the 
routine, few gifts 
(those are [ Con- 
tinued on page 38 


“We know what we think, that a certain 
road going north leads straight to the 
North Pole and Santa Claus’ house” 
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The Diary 


of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


By Harry R. O’Brien 





The weather today was like 
daw, 5 summer, so that I could work 
out until after dark in my shirt sleeves— 
possibly the warmest December ¢ in his- 
tory. So I moved some roses that were 
where they were being crowded and put 
them into the big rose bed to fill some 
vacant spots. Then I began to hill up all 
the Hybrid Tea Roses for winter by mound- 
ing soil up 6 to 10 inches about each one. 
I didn’t finish. 

Down town earlier, I went to Livings- 
ton’s and there did purchase me an aqua- 
rium that holds about nine gallons of 
water. I had one once, but Maggie didn’t 
like the thing around and she up and sold 
it to one of the teachers at Donald’s 
school for half what I had paid for it. Also 





“I purchased an aquarium” 


I bought a pamphlet on tropical fish. My 
mind is made up. I’m going to have some 
guppies. I’ll read up on them in advance. 

Also I purchased 10 pounds of bird 
sand and some Anacharis and Vallisneria 
for oxygenating plants. This evening, after 
it was too dark to work outside, I put the 
sand in Maggie’s dishpan and, taking it to 
the basement, washed it with running 
water until all of the dirt was out of it. 
Then I put the sand in the aquarium and 
planted my plants in it. Last I filled it 
with water. 


My first Christmas present came 
dew, 6 today. The freight agent phoned 
that there was a box for me. I went to see. 
It was a good-size box and inside—gosh! 
—two redleaf Japanese Maples. A nurs- 
eryman friend whom I had helped on some 
matters had remembered me. This after- 
noon I planted them where they will bal- 
ance each other out among the shrubbery. 


When outdoors time came, I 
dhe. § tackled the job again of putting 
the roses to bed for winter. Golly, why 
does a fellow grow roses, anyhow? As I 
hilled up the dirt, David, 5 years old, 
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watched me. “Daddy, do you remember 
the big flowers on this one last summer?” 
he asked and pointed to one. Bless his 
little heart—to think he remembered the 
identical bush on which those big blooms 
were. It was President Herbert Hoover. 

This finished, I went thru the bed of 
new iris with the wheelhoe to throw up 
dirt over each rhizome. I took the shovel 
and dug a little trench back of the bed 
to help run off water. I spaded up and 
made ready for spring the little seedframe 
I had made the boys last April. Lastly, I 
took the corn knife and cut down all the 
stalks in the sweet-corn patch and piled 
these to be used in covering over the new 
iris after the ground freezes. 


Sunday and snow falling. David 
dee: /0 ; : : 


went out on the lawn to play, 
stepped on the ice over the pool, and broke 
thru. Donald pulled him out and he came 
running to the house, dripping wet and 
yelling at the top of his voice. After he 
was dry and sobs had subsided, I held 
him on my lap as he sat in the big chair 
by the west living-room window and 
watched the snow. I drew him pictures— 
crude, to be sure—of how things were in 
Slabhollow, where I had lived as a boy, 
and told him stories of those old days, 
when I had watched out just such a west 
window at the old garden. 


The Paper White Narcissus that 
Kew. // Maggie planted in bowls weeks 
since have been brought up to light, are 
shooting high, and will soon be in bloom. 
The tulips that I potted up for forcing and 
put in the dark fruit cellar have never been 
watered since I put them there. I got 
them out today and they are in good con- 
dition—and perfectly dormant. I watered 
them and put them where I’ll see them 
oftener. Instead of Christmas bloom, may- 
be we'll have tulips for Easter, now. 


After school Maggie and I took 


dhe. /3 the boys down to 


see Santa Claus at his head- 
quarters in the toy depart- 
ment at the big store. Then 
we drove round to Livings- 
ton’s and I took the boys in 
to look at the tropical fish. 
Nothing would satisfy Don- 
ald but that I must buy 
some at once. So I acquired 
ownership of two pairs of 
guppies and a pair of zebras. 





heater with thermostat, a thermometer, a 
lot of snails for scavengers, and a can of 
tropical-fish food. Donald was ready to 
go home. 

But David, little fellow, had showed no 
enthusiasm for the guppies. He had stood 
over by a big tank filled with plain, old- 
fashioned goldfish. “‘Daddy, let’s get 
some of this kind, too,” he said. ““No, we 
don’t want that kind. They can’t be put 
in with the tropicals,” I replied. Where- 
upon he began to cry. 

Now, when we had an aquarium before, 
with goldfish in it, he was too little to 
know what they were. So the idea of gold- 
fish like in an outdoors pool that could be 
kept in the house was a new idea to him. 
Poor fellow, he stays home all day while 
Donald is at school. 

“All right. We'll get you some,” I up 
and said. That meant buying another 
aquarium, I bought a small two and a half 
gallon one, two small goldfish, more 
snails, more plants, more sand. 

All this took 45 minutesand there sat 
Maggie out in the car and cold, waiting 
for us. Was she angry? Well I should say 
so. First, for waiting. Second, for spend- 








“David broke thru the ice” 


ing the money when we are so poor. Third, 
because she doesn’t like aquariums any- 
how. 


This afternoon I went out to 
doec.Ad Burwell’s nursery and picked 
our annual live Christmas tree—a shapely 
little Colorado Spruce this time. It’s not a 
fancy blue butone of the cheaper hoi polloi 
green kind. 


Saturday and down to Joe Ka- 
dee. 23 tona’s greenhouse, where I did 
buy one of the new cyclamens, a deep 
rosy color that I believe Joe called Christ- 
mas Cheer. And Joe, who’s a good scout, 
gave us alittle Christmas Cactus in bloom, 
potted up, to take home to Maggie as a 
Christmas gift. She was mighty pleased 
with it. 

We brought home holly wreaths and a 
large bunch of holly branches. I didn’t get 
any mistletoe tho. There be no unmarried 
gals acomin’ to our house, so what’s the 
use? One way to save money, after a fel- 
low has been married twelve years, is to 
do without mistletoe. 

Meanwhile I put the balled-and-bur- 
lapped evergreen into a new square gal- 
vanized washtub that I bought yesterday 
at Johnson’s hardware store for 89 cents. 
The handles made it easy to 
carry into the living-room, 
after I had hauled it to the 
front door. It was placed on 
top of an overturned square 
box. I carried in a basket of 
peatmoss and filled in around 
the ball of earth in the tub, 
wetted the peat. This will 
then keep the tree fresh in- 
doors and is a new method 
that Friend Raymond Im- 


Also I purchased an electric “Santa Claus was in the store” lay, the [Continued on page 28 
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1945 is at her finger tips 


“Click” —and a slice out of life. . . paper-thin, but clear, 
vivid, and ever so precious—is hers to keep. 

Picture taking will mean more than ever, with this 
brilliant modern camera to command. You must exam- 
ine Kodak Six-20—and use it—to realize how out-of- 
date your old camera has become. 

Press a button. . . the Six-20 springs open, ready for 
action. Sight through the eye-level finder, follow the ac- 


GIVE A 


ee 


tion.. .“Stop” action with a shutter that splits seconds... 
The lens—Kodak Anastigmat f6.3—takes excellent snap- 
shots even in dull weather. And with Kodak “SS” Film and 
Photoflood bulbs, it makes snapshots indoors, at night! 

Richly finished, the Six-20 is a gift for one who de- 
serves much of 1935... For2™%4"’x3% “pictures, $17.50. 
Other models from $14. Eastman Kodak Company, 
Rochester, N. Y. If it isn’t an Eastman, it isn’t a Kodak. 


KODAK 
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How to say “Merry Christmas” 


eight different ways! 


A TOASTER aa Toasts RIGH«& 
THE FIRST TIM . This G-E Hotpoint 
“Yarmouth” is one ~ we ‘evenest” toasters 
ever seen. Can be moved by side handles with- 
out burning fingers. Merely lowering doors 
causes toast to turn itself. Chromeplate finish. 
Scratchproof feet—won’t mar table top... 

fine gift... $3.95. Black Knight Toaster $3.50. 


DORCHESTES COFFEE SERVICE.. 
For the hard-to-please person we recommend 
this beautiful coffee service... Prepares clear, 
sparkling, rich-flavored coffee — by electricity 
e Pyrex bowls are guaranteed against 
Sconhemelinne heat... Theglasses are —w 
heat-treated to stand the hottest coffee... 
Price complete, including Coffee Maker, "8 
Glasses, and Chromeplate Finish Tray $17.45. 


HOW TO GIVE HER A “SERVANT” 

This G-E Hotpoint Mixer mixes batter, 
whips cream, squeezes orange juice, mashes 
otatoes, beats eggs, and chops meat for meat 
Raf ...Agrand gift that will be used and ap- 
preciated for many years .. . Price including a 
double-beater, two Pyrex bowls, juice extrac- 
tor, drink mixer, and oil dropper... $22.50. 
At your dealer’s. 


LOOK! A NEW IRON! It’s the Hotpoint 
Moderne—streamline design. Weighs only 3% 
pounds, yet does a full-size job—It’s automatic! 
Gives correct amount of heat for every kind of 
material to be ironed... Has double-button 
nooks, easy thumb rest and broad safety heel 
rest... A mighty useful gift. At your dealer’s 
. $8.95. 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC Hotpoint & 


WRITE GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, SECTION E-5912, MERCHAN- 


COOKS COMPLETE MEALIN JIFFY! 
... It grills steaks, fries eggs, toasts sand- 
wiches and even makes waffles—by electricity. 
..+ That’s the story of the new G-E Hotpoint 
“Treasure Chest”? Cooker... Beautifully fin- 
ished in Chromeplate...Has Scratchproof 
feet... An ideal gift to any practical person 
you think a lot of... At your dealer’s $9.95. 
Waffle grids extra. 


AUTOMATIC WAFFLE IRON...A red 
light glows until the waffle is finished .. . Pre- 
vents burnt waffles .. . Has special rim to catch 
batter overflow...Finished in glistening Chrome- 
ee with contrasting black enamel lines... A 
ovely, useful and practical gift. At your deal- 
er’s... Ask for G-E Hotpoint “Westchester” 
Waffle Iron. . . $9.50. Non-automatic models 


$6.50 u 


WILL MAKE ANY MAN SAY “THANK 
YOU"—AND MEAN IT... This G-E 
Razor Blade Sharpener pe an edge ona blade 
no manufacturer has equalled... Makes even 
new blades sharper... Makes a aoe blade 
last longer th: an entire ‘pack age used to... Sold 
at leading men’s furnishing, dep artment, sport- 
ing = and Cyerle stores... Intwo 
models . . . $6.95 and $8.50, 





LORRAINE URN SET. This beautiful set 
will make a charming gift to the favorite name 
on your list . . . Holes are pierced only in bot- 
tom of coffee basket, which permits all the 
water to filter thrc sugh all the coffee, to provide 
a perfect brew... Comes with large size tray, 
styled sugar and creamer service... All fin- 
ished in Chromeplate. . . Sugar and creamer 
service are gold lined. Price complete $19.95. 





DISE DEPARTMENT, BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT 
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The Diary 
of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


[Begins on page 26 | 


nurseryman, told me about the other day. 

Maggie wrapped a sheet over the whole 
base. The boys went to work putting on 
stars and tinsel. 


) GU Dear Kriss Krincte: I need 
help. For seven years, old fel- 
low, I’ve been planting and working 
away to get our little home all fixed up 
with shrubs and trees and flowers, and it’s 
a doggone hard job. I’m about to the end 
of my rope. 
So Santa, old scout, since your mission 
is to care for needs of poor folks, show 





“| wrote to Kriss Kringle” 


charity this year, won’t you, to this 
penurious but ambitious PDG? Bring 
me, from out your well-loaded pack, just 
what I need to finish up planting of this 
simple home place out here on Wilson 
Road. My wants, old fellow, are few. 

All I need is another bed of peonies, a 
collection of named varieties of narcissus 
bulbs, a bushel or two of mixed bulbs to 
plant hither and yon, a collection of new 
sorts of Hemerocallis—you know, those 
high-price ones—more lilies, of course, 
and just one big Juniperus virginiana can- 
narti for the lawn and another six to make 
a background for the floriferous rock pile 
and another hawthorn or two or six and a 
screen of tall shrubbery, to hide the com- 
post pile and enough roses to make another 
bed thru the front part of the garden and 
a few hybrid lilacs and two good-size oak 
trees for the lawn and steen loads of plant 
food and some more bales of peatmoss. 
Yours for making the world more beau- 
tiful. 

Faithfully, 
The Plain Dirt Gardener 


P. S. Excuse me, old chap, but I do need a 
new pair of garden shoes, too. The ones I 
have now are worn clear thru on my 
spading foot and every time I go out I 
get my feet dirty where the soil sifts 
thru. And while you are at it, put in an 
order for a good collection of ‘dahlias for 
next spring’s delivery. 


The above letter off my mind, I was 
sitting on the living-room sofa this after- 
noon when David, who sat next to me, 
spoke up. “Daddy, are you a magician?” 
he asked. “‘Yes, I’m a great magician,” | 
answered and I began making pass, 
presto, bozilicum motions in the air with 
my hands. “All right, make the day go 
faster, so Christmas will get here sooner,” 
the little fellow said, sober as a judge. 

I had to tell him that it would take a 
greater magician than I to pull a stunt 
like that. ““Daddy, how long will it be till 
Christmas Eve?” he asked, a little later. 

Finally the Eve did come and the boys 
came down in pajamas to hang up their 
stockings over the fireplace. In the process 
David and Donald had a tussle and 
David’s pajamas were torn. So Donald 
wrote down in a note what David dictated 




















and the note was pinned to the stocking. 
“Dear Santa,” it said, “Please give me 
some pajamas, too.’ 


At precisely 10 minutes after 5 
Mve.A5 rhs morning David began yell- 


ing, “Is it Christmas yet?” By 6 Donald 
decided that it was and the boys were 
down stairs. And what do you think? 
Along with all the sundry other items in 
stocking or below the tree, David found a 
pair of pajamas. You can’t tell him there 
isn’t any Santa Claus. 

It was our turn to have our families for 
Christmas dinner and in due time the 
folks arrived from far and near and we 
had a grand opening of presents. There 
was one for me that tickled me exceed- 
ingly. It was a bird-feeding station from 
Mother K. Sister Ruby gave me some big 
blue handkerchiefs, the sort that are fash- 
ionable for late afternoon wear with gar- 
den overalls. 


oe 27 Maggie supplied a big piece of 

: suet and out I went in snow and 
zero weather to put up my bird station on 
the bellpost in the back yard, with the suet 
inside the copper-wire basket. 


aS The pesky birds came hovering 
Mee: over the frozen, snow-covered 
ground, seeking for what they might de- 
vour. And I’ll be durned if they didn’t 
light on the pan where Donald had fed 
the pup, clean up the crumbs—and never 
came nigh my new feeding station on the 
post. But then, they were only sparrows. 
Maybe if a real gentleman bird or lady 
bird came along, I wouldn’t be so insulted. 


Sunset and evening star, 

After a fleeting day; 

And may there be no vain re- 
grets, 

When this year’s gone away. 

And gone it is, brother—never to re- 
turn again. 

You know, in spite of trying to digest 
an overdose ‘of depression and trying to 
climb the greased pole leading out of the 
hard times pit and losing a job and earning 
less than any year since we were married, 
we've lived, brother, even if we did have 
to go without a good many things. There 
were lots we did have—color and glory 
and fun in the garden, even down to the 
dandelions. Bless the dandelions! I have 
reaJly enjoyed this year more than any 
for a long time and I think so did all of 
us. And I am full of ambition to meet the 
new year. 

P. S. I never did get any dahlias grown 
this year. 


khee. 3! 











Bring in the Greens 


Come let us cut our greens today, 
Search out the holly on its hil! 

And bring a Christmas to the house: 
Set a tall candle on each sill. 


Fragrant and resinous and cool 

The fresh fir needles on the floor: 
Draw up the seasoned log, ard hang 
A wreath for welcome on the door. 


— MILDRED FOWLER FIELD 





QUICK 
TO CLEAN 


children 


and 


like its taste 





Thats why mothers buy this 25° dentifrice 


Help them along, mother—give chil- 
dren a dentifrice with a flavor they 
like and one which cleans quickly! 
These two essentials go a long way 
in making youngsters faithful about 
brushing their teeth. 

Thousands of mothers have found 
that they can save money and yet 
give their children’s teeth better care 
by changing to Listerine Tooth Paste. 
Its flavor is a simple, honest one— 
the kind that adults as well as young 
folks like. 

The polishing agent is soft and gen- 
tle... entirely safe for the enamel... 
yet it does remove film and discolor- 
ing stains faster. A few brushings 
with this modern formula, and teeth 





gleam with surprising whiteness. 
More than 2 
among them scores of professional 


million women— 


beauties—have discarded costlier fa- 
vorites for this 25¢ dentifrice. They 
like, as you will, the feeling of fresh- 
ness and cleanliness in the mouth 
following its use—you know instantly 
that it is a Listerine product! 

The 25¢ price of Listerine Tooth 
Paste, exactly half what many other 
good formulas sell for, is reason enough 
for making this dentifrice “standard” 
for the whole family. In addition to 
the money-saving 25¢ tube, we offer 
now a new Double Size. It sells for 
40¢—saves you 20% more! Lambert 


Pharmacal Co., St. Louis, Mo. 









REGULAR SIZE 


25° 


NEW DOUBLE SIZE 40¢ 
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% FOR A HOUSEWIFE who rarely 
goes shopping, Mrs. Santa Claus is 
mighty well-informed. Most of us 
do want width-showing tabs on our 
sheets. And we 
that have those tabs—Pequot! 

Why tabs? Because they save so 
much time and trouble! They stick 
out from the folded sheet on your 
linen shelves and signal which sheet 


want the sheets 


fits each width bed. 

Why Pequots? Because they’re 
smooth and firm and white and 
honestly made. All Pequots are one 
grade only—the best for long, satis- 
factory service. The Pequots you 
buy are the same as the ones that 
have won the most exacting tests in 
laboratories and in actual use. 

Pequots are the most popular sheets 
in America. So your gift of Pequots 
has a ready-made welcome! 

Spend as little as you please! If 
you can’t give a dozen, give any num- 
ber down to two! Get Pequot sheets 
for all your dearest friends, today! 
Pequot Mills, Salem, Massachusetts. 


( pronounced “PEE-quatt™ ) 


pEQUOy 
SHEETS 
PILLOW CASES 


THE HANDY WIDTH-SHOWING PEQUOT TABS 




















Cooks Round 


+ 





OF ENDORSED 


i 
PHOTOGRAPH BY WILL CONNELL 


Mrs. Helen Ruckman Funk, of Los Angeles, sugars the date 
and nut cake (recipe below) while her sons James and John 
look on, for it is theirs as well as their father's favorite cake 


His Favorite 


HERE is a recipe that stands high in 


the regard of my family. For that reason 
and also because the cake was my own 
idea and therefore mine to name, | have 
always called it 


Husband's Cake 
1 cupful of chopped 


walnut meats 
4 pound of seeded 
and chopped dates 


6 tablespoonfuls of 
cake flour 

2 teaspoonfuls of any 
baking powder 


34 cupful of sugar 4 eggs 
Y% teaspoonful of salt 1 teaspoonful of va- 
nilla 


Sift and measure the flour and sift 
again with the baking powder. Add the 
sugar and salt, then the chopped nut- 
meats and dates. Add the eggs, unbeaten, 
one at a time, stirring after each addition, 
and finally add the vanilla. Place in a 
greased and floured pan measuring 9 x 9 
inches and bake 30 minutes in a moderate 
oven (350°). Cut into squares while still 
warm and sprinkle with powdered sugar. 
—Mrs. Helen Ruckman Funk, Los An- 
geles, California. 


Real French 


A FRIEND of ours, a world traveler, 
brought us the idea for making an in- 
dividual salad dressing, which he had 
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tasted in a quaint little tea room in south- 
ern France. 


*“*B. B's” Salad Dressing 


1 teaspoonful of sugar 
or strained honey 

1 teaspoonful each of 
chopped chives, 
parsley, and gher- 
kins 

2 tablespoonfuls of 
grated onion 

1 clove of garlic 

1 bay leaf 


2 packages of cream 
cheese 

3 tablespoonfuls of 
Tarragon vinegar 

1 tablespoonful of 
lemon juice 

1 cupful of salad oil 

1 teaspoonful of salt 

1 teaspoonful of white 


pepper 


Mix the cream cheese until smooth and 
creamy with the lemon juice and vinegar. 
Add the oil, a tablespoonful at a time, 
beating well after each addition. Add the 
salt, pepper, sugar or honey, chives, pars- 
ley, gherkins, and onion, and beat until 
thoroly mixed. Drop the clove of garlic 
and bay leaf in the middle of the dressing, 
cover and chill. The dressing keeps in- 
definitely in the refrigerator. Serve on 
lettuce or other vegetables. It is also good 
as a cocktail sauce over sea food. Remove 
the clove of garlic and the bay leaf before 
serving.—Mrs. O. F. Billingsley, San 
Antonio, Texas. 


So He Was Sold on Onions 


SINCE I have tasted my wife’s famous 
“Ewing Onions,” I have overcome my 


























lable’ 


RECIPES + 


* REG. U. 6. PAT. OFF. 


long-time prejudice against this vegetable. 
Our guests are always fascinated with this 


delightful dish. 
BAKED ONIONS IN CASSEROLE 


“Ewing Onions" 
(Serves 6) 


18 medium-size dry medium white 
white onions sauce 

Juice of 1 lemon V4 cupful of packaged 

1 teaspoonful of salt grated American 


4 teaspoonfu! of cheese 
pepper 2 tablespoonfuls of 
2 cupfuls of seasoned butter 


Peel the onions deep to remove all the 
tough outside portions. (We use only the 
very tender hearts of the onions and there 
should be about 1 quart after peeling.) 
Drop into salted boiling water and cook 
until tender. Arrange the onions in a 
buttered baking dish, sprinkle with salt 
and pepper, and pour over the lemon juice. 
Add the cream sauce, then sprinkle evenly 
with the grated cheese. Bake in a mod- 
erate oven (350°) for about 25 minutes. 
Serve in the dish in which it was baked. 
Just before serving add the butter. If not 
objectionable to the individual taste, the 
baking dish may be rubbed lightly with a 
fresh cut clove of garlic._—Rodert S. Hil- 
pert, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


When Friends Drop In 


Tuts is a snack that will be enjoyed by 
your unexpected guests. It is also nice for 
luncheon or bridge. 


Surprise Hot Sandwich 


Select dinner or “‘finger”’ rolls. Split and 
spread each half lightly with butter. Make 
a tasty crab salad using 1 small can of 
crab meat, 1 diced green pepper or 2 
canned pimientos, 1 small diced onion, 2 
tablespoonfuls of diced celery, and 1 table- 
spoonful of minced parlsey. Season with 
salt and pepper and add mayonnaise to 
moisten. Spread on the rolls and over this 
lay a thin slice of cheese and a thin slice 
of bacon. Place under the boiler to heat 
thru. Allow the cheese to soften and the 
bacon to crisp. This makes 18 spreads us- 
ing the small rolls —Mrs. Paul Callicrate, 
Berkeley, California. 


Opens the Hunting Season 


| AM submitting a recipe for currant pie 
popular in my husband’s family in Ken- 
tucky, especially so with his father, for 
whom it is named. It usually graces the 
table on his birthday, which happens to 
come on the opening of the hunting sea- 
son for pheasants and is a rare treat after 
a day’s hunting. We like the pie best when 
it is served warm. 














UXURIOUS CONVENIENCE that 
makes kitchen routine easier— 
new desserts and dainty dishes to 
add sparkle to daily menus—thrifty 
savings in the household budget 
every month for the years to come! 
That’s what a Christmas gift of a 
G-E will mean. And added to this 
will be the thrill of having the 
finest refrigerator in the world. 


The G-E Monitor Top is universally 
recognized as the standard of ex- 
cellence. It carries 5 years protection 
against failure of its famous sealed- 





in-steel mechanism for only $1 a 
year—yet it costs no more than 
others having comparable capacity. 


You will of course find all the 
modern convenience features in 
G-E refrigerators. Prices and terms 
were never lower. And the G-E 
will pay for itself both winter and 
summer in the food savings it makes 
possible. Remember, it is always 
summertime in the kitchen! For 
nearest General Electric dealer 
see “Refrigeration Electric” in 
classified pages of your phone book. 


General Electric Co., Specialty Appliance Sales Dept., Section X-12, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio 


There is a G-E refrig- 
erator that willexactly 
meet your require- 
ments in model, size, 
price and terms. 





styles to choose from: ? 
| Monitor Top, Flat- 
| topand the new Liftop 


t 

Three General Electric 
j 

} at $77.50 plus freight. 


GENERAL 4) ELECTRIC 


ALL-STEEL REFRIGERATORS 
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by Telephone 


THANKSGIVING, Christmas, New 
Year’s. A happy succession of 
holidays. A season when so many 
folks will welcome the sound of 
your voice and the news of your 
doings. North, south, east, west 
— visit them by telephone. They 
will appreciate your thoughtful- 
ness in remembering them. A 
call more than pays in pleasure 
for the little that it costs. 

After 8:30 P. M., station-to- 
station rates for 3-minute talks 
are as low as 35c for 
75 miles; 50c for 150 
miles; 75c for 275 miles. 











Cooks’ Round Table of Endorsed Recipes 


Emil's Currant Pie 


VY cupful of butter 3 eggs 
34 cupful of sugar 34 cupful of dried cur- 


2 cupfuls of milk rants 
21% tablespoonfuls of 1% teaspoonful of va- 
flour nilla 


Cream the butter, add the sugar, 1144 
tablespoonfuls of flour, and the beaten 
egg yolks. Mix until smooth and add the 
milk and vanilla. Pour into a generous- 
size unbaked pastry shell and sprinkle 
with the currants, previously washed, 
dried, and floured with the remaining 
tablespoonful of flour. Bake in a hot oven 
(450°) for 10 minutes, then reduce tem- 
perature to 325° for 30 minutes. Beat the 
3 egg whites until stiff, and add 4 cupful 
of sugar and mix. Pile roughly over the 
pie and return to the oven. Bake at 325° 
for about 20 minutes, or until the me- 
ringue is lightly browned.—Mrs. H. C. 
Reinhart, Columbus, Ohio. 


No Wonder They Wanted It 


THE eight guests I had at luncheon re- 
cently asked for the recipe for the filling I 
used in stuffing the celery. 

Filling for Celery or Sandwiches 
cream 2 tablespoonfuls of 


1 pound of 


cheese salad oil 

Y pound of Roque- 6 large green olives, 
fort cheese chopped 

2 tablespoonfuls of | 4 cupful of walnuts, 
butter chopped 


4 pimientos, chopped 


Mix all the ingredients together until 
well-mixed and smooth, then stuff into 
celery. We like this as a filling for Boston 
brown bread sandwiches, too.—Mrs. 
Charles I. Gorham, Gary, Indiana. 


For the Brisk Days 


Just right for brisk winter days are 
these spicy rolls. They are nice for tea, 
any time too. Besides being tender and 
full of goodness, they can be prepared in 
a jiffy. And do they taste good with coffee! 


Spicy Cinnamon Rolls 
(76 Rolls) 


2 tablespoonfuls of 
sugar 


1 9-ounce package of 
dry mincemeat and 
14 cupful of water teaspoonful of salt 
boiled almost dry, tablespoonfuls of 
or shortening 

1% cupfuls of canned 1 egg 
or prepared mince- 4 cupful of milk 
meat 6 tablespoonfuls of 


I 
3 


3 cupfuls of flour butter 
3 teaspoonfuls of any 4cupful of brown 
baking powder sugar 


Cinnamon 


Break dry mincemeat into pieces, add 
cold water, and place over heat, stirring 
until all lumps are thoroly broken up. 
Bring to a brisk boil, continue cooking 
for 3 minutes, or until mixture is practi- 
cally dry. Allow to cool. Sift flour once, 
measure, add baking powder, sugar, and 
salt, and sift again. Cut in shortening. 
Beat egg and add milk. Blend thoroly with 
dry ingredients to form a soft dough. Turn 
onto a slightly floured board and roll into 
oblong sheet about %-inch thick. 

Next spread with cooled mincemeat, 
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then roll up like a jelly roll and cut into 
14-inch pieces. Cream together the but- 
ter and brown sugar and spread on the 
bottom and sides of a pan, measuring 8 x 
8 x 2 inches, and sprinkle lightly with 
cinnamon. Place rolls with cut edges down 
in prepared pan. Allow to stand 10 min- 
utes, then bake in a hot oven (425°) for 
1§ minutes; reduce the temperature to 
350°, and bake 25 minutes longer. Re- 
move immediately from pan, turning up- 
side down to serve.—Miss Fanny Mar- 
shall, New York City. 


How YOUR Best Recipes Can Win 
CERTIFICATES OF ENDORSEMENT! 
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Eacu of the recipes in Cooks’ Round 
Table this month and hundreds of others 
equally outstanding which we did not 
have room to publish have been awarded 
Better Homes & Gardens’ highest culinary 
honor .. . the Certificate of Recipe En- 
dorsement. ‘ 

Only outstanding recipes which pass 
the Better Homes & Gardens tests for de- 
pendability, excellence of taste, and fami- 
ly usefulness receive this distinction. 

In addition to the Certificate, which 
many homemakers like to frame as an 
attractive addition to their kitchens, you 
will also receive, with the compliments of 
Better Homes & Gardens, six neatly typed 
copies of your recipe which you can give 
to your friends! Each of these copies 
bears your name and the Better Homes & 
Gardens stamp of recipe endorsement. 

It is easy to submit recipes for endorse- 
ment. Read the following rules, then send 
your best recipe today! 

1. Write your recipe clearly on one side of 

the paper only, and see that your name and 

address appear plainly on every page. 

Follow the Better Homes &§ Gardens form 

for writing recipe measurements. 

. Give measurements in level cupfuls, table- 
spoonfuls, and teaspoonfuls; never in heap- 
ing, rounding, or scant measurements. 

4. Be sure to specify in your recipe the brand 

names of the food products you use. It 

is important that you use nationally known 
and nationally distributed food products 
so that we may test your recipe with the 
same products you use—products which are 
available here and everywhere in the 

United States. 

Be sure to include 50 to 100 words about 

the origin of your recipe. Recipes often 

have very interesting histories. 

6. Send only one recipe at a time, please. 

7. All recipes submitted for endorsement be- 
come the property of Better Homes & 
Gardens. 

8. We do not pay for recipes: we formerly 
did, but have discontinued the practice. 

9. Address your recipe to the Tasting-Test 
Kitchen, Better Homes €§@ Gardens, Des 
Moines, Iowa. It will be given careful con- 
sideration and tested as soon as possible. 
You will then be notified whether or not 
your recipe is awarded a certificate of en- 
dorsement. Here’s hoping you win! 


bd 
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rT 
Gardener 
Harold L. Ickes 


Secretary of the Interior’ 
. 


By Dorothy Pletcher Howerth 





Ivy Evans with the Anna W. Ickes Dahl- 
ia which was shown at the California 
Flower Festival, in Oakland, last fall 


Coming in the January 
Better Homes & Gardens 


REVEALED for the first time in detail 
will be this, the hobby side of the most 
famous member of the Roosevelt Admin- 
istration who is also its most famous gar- 
dener, flower-lover, and dahlia-grower. 

In addition to handling the affairs of 
the far-flung Interior Department, you 
know that he is also administrator of the 
vast petroleum industry and director of 
the gigantic Public Works Administra- 
tion, the largest project of its kind in the 
history of our country. 

But here next month in Better Homes & 
Gardens will be the other side of his life 
that you don’t know. He has, for example, 
originated several hundred new dahlias. 
The one of which he is most proud and 
that is his outstanding dahlia achieve- 
ment is the Anna W. Ickes, named for his 
wife. You will want to read how he pro- 
duced it. 

“T like informal gardens,” says Secre- 
tary Ickes. “I love Nature just as little 
interfered with as possible. It stands to 
reason that in the informal garden we can 
make our flowers blend with the natural 
surroundings, which is far more agreeable 
to me than a formal garden.” 








IF YOU EAT STARCHES 
MEATS, SWEETS = Read This: 





They’re All Necessary Foods — 
But All Acid - Forming. Hence 
Most of Us Have *‘ Acid Stomach’”’ 
At Times. Easy Now to Relieve. 


Scientists now tell us that many people 
who think they have “weak stomachs;” 
“indigestion” and frequent stomach up- 
sets; are in reality suffering, perhaps, 
the most common and most easily re- 
lieved of all stomach disorders — acid 
stomach. 


Great numbers of people have it to- 
day, doctors say, because the average 
person’s usual diet consists too much of 
acid - forming foods. Meats, starches, 
sweets, for example. All necessary energy 
foods, but all acid-forming. 


As a result, within less than an hour 
after meals, pains, gas, indigestion often 
come to bother and annoy. Many 
people’s lives are literally spoiled this way. 
Yet the condition is one that can usually be 
relieved in the space, now, of minutes. 


What You Do 


All you do is take a bit of Phillips’ Milk 
of Magnesia — either in liquid form or 
tiny little tablets — after meals. This acts 
to almost immediately neutralize the 
stomach acidity that brings on your 
trouble . . . makes you feel like a new 
person. 











SIGNS WHICH OFTEN INDICATE 
“ACID STOMACH” 


Acid Indigestion Loss of Appetite 
Auto-Intoxication Frequent Headaches 
Nausea Feeling of Weakness 
Sour Stomach Sleeplessness 

Mouth Acidity 


WHAT TO DO FOR IT 


TAKE—2 teaspoonfuls of Phillips’ Milk of 
Magnesia in a glass of water in the morning 
when you get up. Take another teaspoonful 
thirty minutes after eating. And another 
before you go to bed. 











You have fewer headaches. “Gas,” after 
meals largely disappears. You lose those 
annoying “indigestion pains,” you eat a 
normal diet without difficulty. People by 
tens of thousands have recently found 
this out. Found that this small dosage of 
“PHILLIPS’”’ taken after meals makes 
them forget they have stomachs. 


Try It— Just Once 
Try it just once, and you'll wonder why 
someone hadn’t told you about it before. 
It’s really marvelous. 

You can take either the familiar liquid 
“PHILLIPS ”’, or, now, the new Phillips’ 
Milk of Magnesia Tablets. Little tablets 
scarcely larger than aspirin tablets, that 
you can carry with you in your pocket or 
your purse to take when needed. 

Get either form today at your drug- 
gist’s. You'll be amazed at results. A big 
box of the tablets costs only 25c. Be sure, 
though, that whichever form you buy — 
liquid or tablet—is clearly marked 
PHILLIPS’ Milk of Magnesia. Watch 
out for this. 

ALSO IN TABLET FORM: Phillips’ Milk of 
Magnesia Tablets are now on sale at all drug stores 


everywhere. Each tiny tablet is the equivalent of a 
teaspoonful of Genuine Phillips’ Milk of Magnesia. 


PHILLIPS’ 


MILK OF MAGNESIA 
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‘Cabin in the 
Cotton’’— one of 
the Mountain 
Mist Quilt Pat- 
terns. 


A new quilt tinged 
with Memories 


of the Old South 


EGRO spirituals in the moonlight 

with ‘‘Massa’”’ and ‘‘Missy’”’ look- 
ing on; white mansions among the 
trees, the air heavy with the scent of 
magnolias — it’s the Old South living 
on in this new Mountain Mist “Cabin 
in the Cotton” Quilt. 

It’s easier than you think to make 
this quilt with Mountain Mist Quilt 
Patterns and Mountain Mist Quilting 
Cotton. 

Mountain Mist Quilt Patterns are 
the most complete and simple to follow 
of all quilt patterns. Everything is told 
you — how to cut the blocks, to piece 
them together, and quantities of each 
color, everything, even to a design for 
the quilting. 

Mountain Mist Quilting Cotton fur- 
ther simplifies quilt-making. You've 
never used any cotton so easy to han- 
dle. Already spread in one piece, full 
quilt size and Glazene finished. It 
spreads like a piece of flannel. No lint. 
No stretching. No bunching, but per- 
fect smoothness, even puffiness over 
the entire quilt. Easy to quilt, too, 
because of the soft, lacy web of the 
Glazene. Washes beautifully. 


FREE Pattern with Each Roll 
Insist on Mountain Mist Quilting Cottonin the 
quilt-block wrapper which shows many authen- 
tic quilt designs in full color. On the inside of 
the wrapper isa complete Mountain Mist Quilt 
Pattern in actual size and with full instructions. 

See how easy it is to make your own quilts 
with Mountain Mist Quilt Patterns. Send 20 
cents (coins preferred) with coupon below for 
the ‘‘Cabin in the Cotton” quilt pattern shown 
above, and a catalog illustrating many other 
attractive quilt blocks. You must use the cou- 
pon below to obtain this pattern. The Stearns 
& Foster Company, Lockland, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


MOUNTAIN MIST 


REG. US PAT OF 








QUILTING COTTON are 
o 4 

----- This coupon must accompany order-}- 48 By seoee 
THE STEARNS & FOSTER CO. [eeu 














Lockland, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Gentlemen: — Enclosed is 20c (coins preferred) for 
the “Cabin in the Cotton’’ Mountain Mist Quilt 
Pattern, Design 38. 

(Print name and address plainly in margin) 

3413 BH Copyright 1934 The S. & F. Co. 









“Jerusalem, 


the Golden—” 


[| Begins on page 9 | 


ludes to enhance the flavor of the various 
foods. 

Then came the Biklawa, the most diffi- 
cult creation for this oriental table pag- 
eant. It has a dozen or more tissue-paper- 
thin crusts and demands the patience of a 
Job, for its manipulation requires pains- 
taking effort and genuine affection. It is a 
typical product of a people whose ances- 
tors were given to building pyramids and 
to the manufacture of involved and tiny 
mosaic which constitutes their art and 
rug-weaving. The crust may be flavored 
with rose water, or if you will, orange 
flower water. It is the divine food of the 
Eastern cake-eater. The attractive filling 
concealed all the edible mysteries of an 
Arabian Nights pastry. 


THERE followed figs, candied ginger, and | 
Turkish pastry, for the Mohammedan is | 


very fond of sweets. Alcohol is prohibited 
by the Koran, so there are no strong bev- 
erages. Then came oranges from Jericho— 
delicious, juicy, rightly sour-sweet. Then 
came the inevitable dates, a cause for re- 
flection, for dates not only serve as a 
staple food in the East, but the trunk of 
the date palm furnishes timber for home- 
building and furniture; the leaves are used 
for thatch; the footstalks are used for fuel, 
and the fiber for cordage. It is a sacred 


| tree, the date palm, and looked upon as a 
| special gift of Allah. 





| 


Now came the savory sequel, the 
Mocha, a true Arabian coffee prepared by 
mixing 2 teaspoonfuls of freshly powdered 
coffee (your home variety will serve), 1 
teaspoonful of granulated sugar, and wa- 
ter added to the brim of a copper cup 
shaped like the inverted headpiece of the 
Mad Hatter. It is allowed to come to a 
furious boiling and is then served in 
Mocha cups, one copper pot about the 


size of our own coffee cup containing | 


enough for three tiny cups. To your lik- 
ing is added either a small piece of licorice, 
which grows wild in the Holy Land, or 
about three drops of orange or rose water; 
moreover, if you wish, you may add carda- 
mon seed to enhance the flavor. It’s pretty 
hard-boiled, to put it mildly, to a Yankee 
palate. And there is enough creeky-look- 
ing sediment to make one suspicious. 
After dinner one sits in the doorway 
and puffs on a rented hookah, a jar with a 
tube that filters the smoke bubblingly and 
almost startlingly thru rose or orange wa- 


ter, thus cooling and lending fragrance at | 


the same time. 


lr WAS dusk when I drew my legs from 
under me, deserted the generous cushions, 
and handed Hazam ten almighty piastres 
(about 50 cents). The polished Dome of 
the Rock caught the last rays of the sun 
as it vanished over the curves of the hills. 
The electric lights, a product of the Brit- 
ish mandate, flashed on in the streets, but 
I noticed that the natives who had turned 
toward Mecca for fifteen centuries to offer 
their prayers turned their backs also to 
all that is implied by Western modernity, 
for they began to light their little oil 
lamps—tapers floating in jars of olive oil 
—olive, that symbol of peace, and still the 
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light-giver in this wearied old city that | 








PLASTIC WOOD 
WILL FIX THAT 
FOR GOOD 


> 






































Easy to Make Quick Repairs 
with New Wood in Cans 


Now anybody can do an expert, 
permanent repairing job quickly— 


cracks 

screw holes 

loose drawer 
pulls 


holes in tile 
broken chair 
loose casters 
ugly nicks 


—with this canned wood that han- 
dles like soft putty and quickly 
hardens into wood—like natural 
wood. You can paint it, carve it— 
drive nails and screws into it. It’s 
wonderful. Paint, hardware stores 
sell PLASTIC WOOD in 9 colors 
for 25c a tube, 35c a can. 











Christmas 
SPENDING MONEY 


Here’s a pleasant, easy way to make 
your spare time earn a considerable 
amount of extra spending money that 
will come in handy this Christmas. 
You need not have any previous ex- 
perience, and you may work right in 
your own community among friends 
and neighbors. 

Take a few moments now to write 
for complete details of this easy plan 
for earning Christmas money in your 
spare time. 


Address your inquiry to: 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
7812 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, la. 


























might change its features ever so slightly 
in the face of time, but never its faith, 
its heart, or its own peculiar appetite for 
the food of its fathers. 





HAZAM'S CHICKEN SOUP 


(A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE) 


1 quart of chicken 1% teaspoonful of salt 
stock 1g teaspoonful of 
14 cupful of uncooked pepper 
rice 1 small green pepper 


34 cupful of cream 


Skim all fat from chicken stock and 
bring to boiling. Gradually add the rice 
and simmer slowly until the rice is cooked, 
adding salt and pepper and the green 
pepper shredded to paper-thin strips, each 
about 1-inch long. Just before serving add 
the cream and serve steaming hot. 


STUFFED GRAPE or CABBAGE LEAVES 


(A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE) 


4 teaspoonful of 
pepper 

Tender grape leaves 
or cabbage leaves 


1 pound of lamb, 
ground 

l cupful of ground 
pistachio nuts 

V4 teaspoonful of salt 


In a mixing bowl combine the ground 
lamb, ground pistachio nuts, and season- 
ing. Butter the hands and roll a small por- 
tion of the meat out into a finger-shape 
roll. Tuck into a grape or cabbage leaf 
trimmed to 4 inches long. Fold the ends 
of the leaves over the meat and roll up, 
skewering each roll with toothpicks, one 
in each end. Place a wire cake rack in the 
bottom of a 2-quart cooking pot and ar- 
range the rolls, piling up if necessary. 
Weight down with a plate and add boiling 
water to cover. Simmer slowly on top of 
the stove for one hour. Sprinkle with 
paprika just before serving and serve hot. 


LEVANTINE SALAD 


(A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE) 


finely-shredded 
leeks 

Lettuce leaves 

3 tablespoonfuls of 
finely-chopped 
mint leaves 


1 cucumber 

2 large tomatoes 

1 small honeydew 
melon 

1 green pepper 

1 tablespoonful of 
Chill the vegetables and the melon and 

prepare by cutting the cucumber, toma- 

toes, and melon into small cubes. Add the 

green pepper and leeks cut into paper-thin 

shreds about 1 inch long. Serve on lettuce 

leaves with 


Oil Dressing 


(A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE) 


14 cupful of salad oil 1% teaspoonful of 


2 tablespoonfuls of pepper 
lemon juice 1 clove of garlic, 
1% teaspoonful of salt quartered 


Combine these ingredients and beat 
thoroly. Pour over the salad and garnish 
with the mint leaves. 


SHEESH KABAB 


(A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE) 


Have 2 pounds of Jean lamb cut into 1- 
inch cubes. Prepare a marinade of 1 
minced onion, 1 teaspoonful of salt, 4% 
teaspoonful of pepper, 2 tablespoonfuls of 
salad oil, and 44 cupful of lemon juice. 
Add the meat cubes and let stand for 6 
hours. Then drain and put onto skewers 
with 1-inch squares of bacon between each 
cube. Broil until well-browned, then roast 
uncovered in the oven for 30 minutes, 
basting well with butter and turning fre- 
quently. Serve on the skewers. 





“YOUR MOTHER'S 

FIRST VISIT. OH DEAR, 
| WISH | WERE A 
BETTER cook!” 


“WOW WONDERFUL... 
SPECIALLY ‘BALANCED’ 
RECIPES IN EVERY 
BAG OF PILLSBURY'S 
BEST FLOUR” 


t 
wn =, 


rad sy 
22. 2ever's 
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“1 DON’T KNOW 
WHY- | TRY SO ‘ 
UST TODAY. | WANT | 
YOU TO TRY THE 
‘BALANCED’ FLOUR. 
(T MAKES ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE IN THE 

WORLD” 


'} COMES OUT RIGHT. 
1 GUESS I'M JUST 
A FAILURE” 


“AND WE WILL CUT THE 
WORD ‘BALANCED’ FROM 
YOUR BAG AND ENROLL You 
IN PILLSBURY’S COOKERY 
CLUB. THEN YOU'LL RECEIVE 

THE MONTHLY BULLETINS 

) WITH MENU SUGGESTIONS, 
NEW RECIPES AND EXPERT 
COOKING INSTRUCTION ” 





"it’s Such FUN! I'M NOT 





“TELL THAT TO JANE, SON~ 
| NEVER COOK ON MY 
VACATION - ESPECIALLY WITH 
SUCH AN EXPERT 
S, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW!” 


BOY, IT'S A TREAT HAVING 
"4 YOU HERE, MOM. WHAT A 
: WONDERFUL 
Cook You ARE!”, 


4% 


a 


a 
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Dear Young Homemaker: 


You may not be having the trouble 
that Jane did, before her mother-in-law 
told her about our Cookery Club. But 
I know that every woman who runs a 
house is interested in unusual foods, 
menu suggestions, new ‘‘balanced”’ 
recipes, cookery instruction and ideas 
for table decorations and party giving. 


The material you receive in my 
monthly bulletins is as practical and 
workable asitisinteresting. Pillsbury’s 
Cookery Club was organized for thrifty 
homemakers who watch their budgets. 





AFRAID TO TRY ANYTHING, 
NOW! EVERY YOUNG WIFE 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
PILLSBURY’S COOKERY 
cLuB ” 


Do join now, for the next three month 
period. All you need do to enroll and re- 
ceive the monthly bulletins...is to clip 
the word “balanced”’ from your bag of 
Pillsbury’s Best Flour and mail it to me 
with your name and address. Don’t put 
it off ...get your scissors and snip the 


coupon below. Sincerely, 


Mary EKkkis Cmes 


Director, Pillebury’s Cooking Service 


P.S. Iknow you'll be thrilled with Pillsbury’s 


Best Flour. It is *“*balanced”’ to work perfectly 
in every kind of baking. 















MARY ELLIS AMES, Director, Pillsbury’s Cooking Service, 
Pillsbury Flour Mills Company, Dept. K -12, Minneapolis, Minn. 

I enclose the word “‘Balanced”’ cut from a sack of Pillsbury’s 
Best Flour, for which please enroll me in Pillsbury’s Cookery 
Club, and send me for the next three months your monthly 
bulletins containing Cookery 
Seasonable Menus, Ideas for Entertaining. 
OS See Serre 













Lessons, New, Easy Recipes, 
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Left—Evergreens furnish 
a continual frame of ver- 
dure for the tidy gardened 
home of Mrs. J. L. Haw- 
kins, of Oklahoma City. 
Below — Mrs. Hawkins 
made a small pool with 
her own hands, and it 
grew into the beautiful 
waterscape you see here 


* 








Mrs. Hawkins Shares Her 


Oklahoma 


By Nelle Wendt Holshouser 


Pee eyes sought and begged 
beauty as she rode beside her husband, 
viewing the packed, rocky clay of one 
Oklahoma oil field after another. But 
such natural beauty, if indeed it had 
ever existed, had been blighted with 
greasy black baptism. 

Trees that Mrs. J. L. Hawkins 
loved passionately stood stripped, 
seared. Little streams were sluggish 
and ugly with a smear of blue and 
green and black grease. Mr. Hawkins 
saw the beauty and romance that lies 
in great derricks and heard music in 
the chug of its busy machinery, but 
all the beauty that Mrs. Hawkins 
wanted lay in a garden with a lake 


(oh, it must have a lake!). All the 
romance of living resided in the bosom 
of flowers and shrubs that she had 
coaxed into a radiant life. All the 
music she wanted to hear came from 
a bird’s throat. 

Eventually all mountains go to Mo- 
hammed. If they linger perhaps it is 
because the mountain waits to be ab- 
solutely sure it is wanted and not just 
another passing desire of a restless 
brain. Mrs. Hawkins’ mountain came 
finally not at her bidding but thru 
the work of her own hands, and then 
after three years developed beyond 
the bound of her original intention. 


SEVEN years ago it became impera- 
tive that Mrs. Hawkins give up travel- 
ing about with her husband and make 
a home for the young son. She bought 


arden 


five acres of land on a slight rise north 
of Oklahoma City, cleared off the 
field of kafir corn, built a three-room 
house on it, which has later been re- 
placed by a buff brick bungalo. She 
brought elm trees from the creek that 
runs to the south of the place and a 
weeping willow, which she planted in 
the most conspicuous place. 


OKLAHOMA is notoriously dry— 
as to climate. Here and there and yon- 
der the steady rolling flight of the 
yrairies is broken by the rarest of tiny 
te or small streams. When the urge 
for lily pools came to the state several 
years ago it meant that each one must 
dig out his pool, let water—usually 
city water—run into it. There was no 
utilizing of natural slopes and inden- 
tations. At the foot of the Weeping 
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Willow Mrs. Hawkins, with her own 
hands, dug out a small pool and cemented 
it. This, then, would be her lake. Tiny, 
yes, but holding within itself part of all 
that a larger body of water could hold— 
fish, tadpoles, frogs, plants, and flowers. 
But a water supply had to be located. 
“There will not be any water on that 
hill,” was the discouraging prediction on 
every hand. And they had to go down 183 
feet before they found any in sufficient 
quantities. Mrs. Hawkins had a tank 
made which the well, operated by an 
electric pump, would fill in the night. 
Then the precious transplanted trees, 
shrubs, and flowers would be watered. 
The weeds would be cut and placed about 
their roots so that a merciless sun could 
not suck all the moisture out of the soil. 


For three years Mrs. Hawkins improved 
her place and studied magazines, books, 
and catalogs that might contain informa- 
tion about waterlilies and rock plants. She 
had the original pool enlarged and lined 
the edges with sandstones that were plen- 
tiful in the neighboring fields and which 
their owners gladly contributed just for 
the joy of being rid of them. The soil from 
the second pool was piled in a heap near 
the well and rocks covered it. Water was 
piped into this hillock and trickles down 
its irregular slope in a miniature falls to 
add water to the pools when necessary. 

Then she began her experimenting with 
flowers, bulbs, and shrubs. She found to 
her dismay that the roots of the lovely 
Weeping Willow which produced such a 
dramatic effect leaning over the water 
were treacherous and broke thru the floor 
of the pool. A landscape architect, notori- 
ously averse to using golden elder, cried 
aloud over blue Anchusa and yellow elder. 


EVENTUALLY the florists, who had not 
given much thought to this new culture, 
began to wander out to Mrs. Hawkins’ 
place to get information about the differ- 
ent kinds of plants suitable and desirable 
for Oklahoma pools. All Mrs. Hawkins 
needs is a sympathetic ear into which she 
pours, without stint or measure, the pearls 
of wisdom she has learned thru the most 
thoro and expensive institution in the 
world—the school of experience. 

As Mrs. Hawkins’ vision enlarged she 
added another large pool 90 x 60 feet and 
5 feet deep. In it she turned her attention 
to growing tropical waterlilies. These, she 
found, do best if they are not crowded, 
and another attractive feature is that 
some are nightblooming and are effective 
in the garden, which the family enjoys 
in the late evening. One can have purple 
and blue waterlilies in the tropical sorts. 


SOONER or later every flower-grower is 
drawn to Mrs. Hawkins’ garden. She is 
the uncrowned master gardener of Okla- 
homa, a garden-lover whose delight is in 
her work and who indeed need not be 
ashamed of her labor. She works for the 
joy of associating with growing things and 
is satisfying a desire that would not be 
denied—a desire that was born in the 
heart of a little girl who spent a beauty- 
starved childhood in the barren fields of 
west Texas and who spent a large part of 
that time wishing for a tree other than a 
straggly mesquite that would be well 
rounded and voluptuous, giving a broad 
shade and holding within itself birds and 
their nests. She gives freely of the fruit of 
her garden and, best of all, advice that she 
has. gleaned thru years of loving..work. 











ETTY’S favorite pastime is having a 
party. So her mother invites some 

of the little folks in on Saturday afternoon. 
Provided Betty has been good, they have 
ice cream and Brer Rabbit Gingerbread. 











Here’s the 
Gingerbread Recipe 
Betty’s mother used 


14 cup sugar, 14 cup butter and lard 
mixed, 1 egg, 1 cup Brer Rabbit Mo- 
lasses, 2'5 cups sifted flour, 1 14 tsps. 
soda, 1 tsp. cinnamon, 1 tsp. ginger, 14 
tsp. cloves, 14 tsp. salt, 1 cup hot water. 
Cream shortening and sugar. Add beaten 
egg, molasses, then dry ingredients which 
have been sifted together. Add hot 
water last and beat until smooth. (The 
batter is soft, but makes a fine cake.) 
Bake in greased shallow pan 35 min- 
utes in moderate oven (325° to 
350° F.). Makes 15 generous 
portions of good old-fash- 
ioned gingerbread. 




















UPON MY CHIN AND 
WHISKERS, THIS GINGER- 
BREAD HAS A MOST 
LUSCIOUS TASTE 


Brer Rabbit’s 
















IT'S BRER RABBIT'S 
MOLASSES THAT 










adds fun to Betty’s 


tidy Atos notn larly 


But she must earn every party by eating 
her spinach and carrots and drinking all 
her milk. If there is one mealtime scene, 
there is no Saturday party. 

The day Mrs. Webb had Betty’s rabbit 
dressed up like Brer Rabbit himself was 
a lot of fun. They played *‘ Pin the Ear on 
the Bunny” and had a grand time. Brer 
Rabbit was quite the hero of the day. 
The children thought his gingerbread was 
the best part of the party. 

% 7 + 

Brer Rabbit Molasses is made from the finest 
freshly crushed sugar cane. That accounts for 
its good old plantation flavor. And it has real 
food value, too. There are two grades: Gold 
Label—the highest quality light molasses for 
the table and fancy cooking; Green Label—a 
rich, full-flavored dark molasses excellent for 
cooking and baking. 


BRER RABBIT 


REAL PLANTATION 








FREE — Booklet containing more than 90 
other Brer Rabbit recipes 


Penick & Forp, Lrp., Inc., Dept. BH17 New Orleans 
La. Ple: ase send me copy of * ‘Old-fashioned Molasses 
Goodies.’ 


Name_ 





Address_ 








Betrer Homes & Garvens, December, 1934 





Kills a 
COLD 


“Dead”? 


— Does this Amazing 
4-Way Treatment! 








IRECT and definite treatment is 
what you want fora cold. For, a cold 
may develop serious “complications” 


Grove’s Laxative Bromo Quinine sup- 
plies the treatment needed because it is 





expressly a cold remedy and because it | 


is internal in effect. 


What It Does 


First, it opens the bowels. Second, it 
combats the cold germs in the system 
and reduces the fever. Third, it relieves 
the headache and grippy feeling. Fourth, 
it tones the entire system and fortifies 
against further attack. 


That’s the four-fold treatment a cold re- 
quires and anything less is taking chances. 


Grove’s Laxative Bromo Quinine is 
utterly harmless and perfectly safe to take. 
Comes in two sizes—30c and 50c. The 
50c size is by far the more economical 
to buy as it gives you 20% more for your 
money. 


Always ask for Grove’s Laxative Bromo 
Quinine and reject a substitute. 





World's 
Standard 





TU 
QUININE 





Make Way for Saint Nick 


really to please father and mother), and 
lots of string and ribbons and crackly 
Cellophane paper for baby to play with. 


From Connecticut comes the story of a 
beautifully managed Christmas for the 
runabout. Mary is 3, at just the age to be 
lifted to the heights of awe and ecstasy 
by the inward and outward aspects of the 
day; just at the age also when many chil- 
dren get a bigger and richer dose of mer- 
ry-making than their systems can accom- 
modate, and so end the day in tears and 
sorrow. Mary’s mother wanted to help 
her daughter realize the first part to the 
full and be spared the second part. This is 
the way she planned: 

“We had a lovely Christmas, and 
Mary’s joy filled all our hearts. I guess I 
told you I was using Petersham’s book 
“The Christ Child” for a Christmas pre- 
lude with Mary and she would ask for it 
to be read nearly every afternoon. Then I 
had a very simple créche—just the figure 
of the Holy Family, the wise men, and a 
lamb and donkey kneeling by, which we 
kept on a low table in my room. Thus the 
birthday of the ‘little baby Jesus’ became 
very real. 

“Then she helped with the decoration of 
the tree and house. One of her Daddy’s 
friends in Louisiana, a forester, sent a 
large box of holly, mistletoe, smilax, and 
Spanish moss, so we could be quite fes- 
tive. Lastly, Mary helped put a candle in 


_ each window to be lighted for Christmas 
| Eve. I shall never forget how she looked 


as she sat curled up in a big chair just 

gazing at the lights on the tree and the 

candles, her eyes shining with delight. 
“My father, mother, and aunt were 


| with us for the holiday. We adults had our 
| exchange of presents on the night before 


Christmas after Mary was in bed, and 
Mary opened her packages and those of 


| her baby brother Christmas morning after 


breakfast. She was very careful to put lit- 
tle brother’s in a separate place, explain- 
ing, as I had told her earlier, that ‘he 
could play with them when he got bigger.’ 
She enjoyed hers immensely,.looking them 
all over, trotted off happily to her play as 


| usual, choosing one doll to play with. Not 


only was it a pleasure to watch her enjoy- 


| ment, but I was glad to find that holidays 





need not be a time of upset nerves for 
little children.” 


A READER in Wisconsin has two girls 
somewhat older, 71% and 4. She feels that 
they are old enough to learn the joy of 
doing for others at Christmastime, and 
she went about it in this way: 

“It was Christmas-giving that espe- 


| cially engaged my attention. I think I can 


truthfully say that Anne and Marcia 
were more interested in what they were to 
give this year than in what they were to 
receive, and that I consider an achieve- 
ment! But we had a problem too—all our 
relatives live in New England, and that 
means starting the gifts very early. By 
the middle of December everything is in 
the mails, and what then? 

“T don’t feel that children should pre- 
pare for Christmas too far ahead anyway, 


| little children, I mean, who cannot un- 
| ; . 
| derstand how long the time will be. In our 


own case, after the grandparents and 
aunts and cousins had been sent their lot, 


| I helped the children make a list of the 


friends near at hand who had helped them 
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during the year. Perhaps we had paid 
them for their services, but I showed them 
how the doctor’s help, for instance, was 
more than simply a commercial purchase. 

“There were others. An older woman 
who has passed to us her children’s toys; 
our egg man who always has a kind word 
for the children and often a little gift on 
his weekly visit from the country. For 
all these people the little girls made their 
own gift cards, and small gifts that they 
really did themselves. This could be done 
late, and delivered just before the great 
day, and I feel that the children really 
gained a lot from this, in realizing that 
we need to be thoughtful of people who 
have been kind to us, because it 1s Jesus’ 
birthday. 

“T hope to select some such small group 
of recipients each year—different people, 
perhaps, depending on the circumstances, 
but those who will not give the children 
an actual Christmas present but whose 
kindness has benefited them. This seems 
to me much more in the spirit of Christ- 
mas than trying to remember ‘who gave 
you what’ last year.” 


Now it may be that among our readers 
there are children who are a bit puzzled 
as to how to provide a happy, and at the 
same time sensible, Christmas for their 
parents. Whether they really ought to 
get Dad another pipe, for instance, after 
his carelessness with the last one; how to 
see that the elders have plenty of fun on 
the holiday and yet not over-do so that 
they will be hard to live with in the ensu- 
ing days. When you stop to think of it, 
very little guidance is given children, as a 
rule, in their problems with their parents, 
of which Christmas is certainly one. 

Of course, we must recognize that par- 
ents differ, each pair having its peculiari- 
ties, and so a Christmas that would please 
one set might not another. However, the 
following report from a city in Oregon 
may furnish inspiration for boys and girls 
whose parents need a bit of cheering up, 
or who merely wish to provide the jolliest 
Christmas possible! 

“IT thought I ought to write to you 
about our Christmas”—it is the mother 
who reports—‘‘because some time ago | 
asked your help in a problem with my 15- 
year-old boy and perhaps at that time 
gave you an over-severe 
him. You helped me then to understand 
that he was ‘only an adolescent,’ and now 
I want to give you a later picture of Bill. 
We have tried to look at things from his 
point of view and I must say it has made 
a big ‘difference in his attitude. 


You see, like many other people, we 
suffered financially during the past few 
years and have had to practice the most 
rigid economy. It has all been a worry and 
a strain, and as it hurt us so much to re- 
fuse the children things they wanted, no 
doubt we were rather brusque about it. 
They could not understand the change in 
us, for we had kept the seriousness of the 
situation from them. 

“At last we decided that that was a 
mistake, and several months ago their 
father explained things frankly to Bill. It 
made a different boy of our former prob- 
lem. He stopped being sulky and insub- 
ordinate, and when June, whom we did 
not take into our confidence so fully be- 
cause of her youth, made requests that he 





impression of 





dale: 








thought unreasonable, Bill sat down on 
her. Also, he voluntarily got himself a 
job and started buying his own clothes 
and providing his own spending money. 

“That brings us to Christmas, which 
promised to be pretty gloomy. Dad had 
to borrow money to get any presents at all 
for the children, and we agreed that we 
ourselves should go without; also, that we 
would dispense with all frills, such as a 
tree, as the children were past the baby 
stage. 





“Well, the day before Christmas, Bill | 


came home with a Christmas tree which 
he had purchased, and he and June shut 
us out of the room while they decorated 
it. They wouldn’t give us even a peek, 
telling us we must wait until morning. 
That evening we hung up our stockings, 
according to instructions, and went early 
to bed, hearing the children downstairs 


for a long time, bouncing around, making | 


strange noises, laughing a lot and, I be- 


lieve, stopping often to play with the | 


presents they had provided for their fath- 
er and me. 


“IT wish you could have seen that tree | 


the next morning! It simply dripped with 
foolish, funny little gifts. Bill hadn’t had 
much money to spend, but the idea any- 
way was to make us laugh and forget our 
troubles, so they had bought a lot of cheap 
things, and put really clever little mes- 
sages on them. Our stockings were filled 
with Christmas candy and more non- 
sensical contraptions, from which, of 
course, the children got more fun than 
anybody when they were brought forth. 

“That wasn’t all. Bill seemed to have 
seen a great light of thoughtfulness. He 
stayed around home all day, helped me 
get dinner and sprang to offer me little 
courtesies and attentions. You would 
never have dreamed that he was the same 
boy about whom I wrote you some time 
ago. I need hardly say that this Christ- 
mas was about the happiest day of my 
life, and I do believe it was also the hap- 
piest Christmas the children ever had.” 


So I think of the Christmases in many 


homes, and make you my wish that this | 


one may be even better than the last. 








FIREWOOD 


These cedar posts once marked the line 

Between my neighbor’s lot and mine. 

But why should barriers divide 

Two friendly gardens side by side? 

Here once the little grosbeak came 

And carried in a bit of flame, 

And so the log has caught the red 

Of the bird’s breast, and now instead 

Of just a dull and dying thing 

It sings of summer, fall, and spring; 

It counts the seasons as they go, 

It groans beneath a weight of snow 

With crackled sounds of broken glass, 

Or rush of leaves when bright leaves 
pass, 

Or hum of crickets in the dark. 

And so each ruddy spark on spark 

Enfolds the age-old cedar post 

With memories | cherish most. 


— CHARLOTTE NEWTON 


| 


















































39 


Here's a package of 
BETTER SIGHT 


Young eyes and old eyes need it for HOW 10 MARE UP 
the long winter evenings ahead... YOUR ASSORTMENT 


FOR BETTER LIGHT 
— BETTER SIGHT 





OF COURSE you need a fresh supply of Edison Mazpa 
lamps to fill empty sockets and replace burned-out 
lamps. But you need it for a far more important ~~ 
reason ... to provide good light for the protection / 40 
of your family’s eyesight. \ wart 


Facts revealed after 20 years of research show that a 


3 : \ 
eyes are light-starved indoors. Most homes have not 
one-tenth as much light as they need for the visual Vor three-socket reading lamps 
° four and five-socket ceiling x 
tasks of the family...and not one-hundredth as coeoda Sicintaeedt Gedianaamee 
much as they enjoy outdoors. 
The table at the right shows you how to select lamps 
D y | 60 
of the proper size. An Edison Mazpa lamp dealer in \ wart / 
your neighborhood can show youa complete assort- bs 
ment. 


FREE BOOKLET... Write for free copy of “The New Story 
of Seeing.” An interesting illustrated booklet which gives siaaie' il 
much valuable information about light and seeing. We will closes, general Becement 3 
also tell you about the revolutionary new sight-saving I. E. S. 
Study and Reading Lamp. General Electric Co., Dept, 166, 
Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. 100 













For reading and ordinary sew 
ing on light ¢g 3; also for 
kitchen, breakfast room, gara 


WARNING 


Poor lamps may cheat eyes by 
giving less light than they should 
For good light at low cost, buy 


lamps with the mark @: 














EDISON MAZDA LAMPS 
GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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Says David E. Lyman, Stockton, California: “We used this view of our yard on 
invitations to a garden party” (And how about garden views for Christmas cards?) 


We're Practical! 


Dear Editors: 

I wish to express my thanks to you for your 
prompt and comprehensive study of my chim- 
ney problem. Of all the persons I’ve asked, 
from fire chiefs to contractors, yours is the only 
reply that really explained my trouble or gave 
sane suggestions for a remedy. I am sincerely 
grateful and assure you the time spent on my 
individual problem is truly appreciated.—Mrs. 
W. T. Stanton, Stow, Massachusetts. 


Gardener’s Gifts 


Dear Mr. Hottes: 

Christmas is speeding toward us and, having 
many garden-loving friends and being an iris- 
lover myself, I send iris bulbs as greetings. I 
send notes ahead saying that the bulbs will 
land in the fall to be enjoyed in the spring. 
For other gardeners I tuck seed packets into 
my regular Christmas notes.—Lyda A. Ban- 
croft, West Bloomfield, New York. 


Yours Interestedly 


Dear Messrs. Hottes and Normile: 

“Crown Jewels,” the Amaryllis story in 
March, is most commendable especially be- 
cause it tells the average citizen how to pro- 
nounce the names of the plants correctly. 


But the February Bildcost home is perfect 


only for a childless couple. As the desire of 
most couples and rightly so is to have a family, 
where would you quarter it? My opinion is that 
a third bedroom could be taken off the patio, 
giving the entrance from the hall to it, and ex- 
tending along to give a closet for it at the end 
of the corner room closet. These two-bedroom 
houses are the imperfect home of this state. 
Yours interestedly, Mrs. Clarence Harris, 
Santa Rosa, California. 


Says Mr. Pefferle 


Dear Mrs. Holbrook: 


When I arrived in New Orleans on my vaca- 
tion I received word that my article [an October 
story on home-furnishings, ““The Best of the 
1934”) had reached you. 

Found your magazine in almost every home 
I visited. Enjoyed New Orleans immensely, 
found amazing small homes in chaste classic 


style with ironwork used so effectively, shutters 
for doors, Greek porticos, and rose gardens. | 
once said that when I grow very old I shall go 
to Versailles, outside Paris, but I’m tempted 
to change the locale to New Orleans.—Richard 
Pefferle, New York City. 


He Agrees! 


Dear Mr. Peterson: 

I read with keen delight in July issue what 

you said about tax exemptions on homes up to 

values of $5,000. Fine! Every word logical and 
I hope sometime a possibility. And why not 
increase tax four times on vacant lots. They’re 
nurseries for Canadian Thistles and insanitary 
menaces next door to those who are trying to 
build and make American homes more beauti- 
ful. What is your answer? 

Read with great interest your article “The 
Log Jam Is Broken!” That means a good deal 
to the people who are subscribing to your 
worthy magazine.—Louis E, Carrico, Downers 
Grove, Illinois. 


Wreath Making 


Dear Miss Wylie: 

Last year 1 made my Christmas wreaths on 
coat hangers. I just bent the wire to make a 
circle, worked my greens onto 
it with picture wire and, there 
was the hook to hang it.— 
Mary A. Sweeney, Lexington, 
Kentucky. 


More B.H.&G. Babies 


Dear Friends: 

Here is Mary [right], who 
lives in the middle of Yale 
Forest, where Mr. Canter- 
bury teaches young men from 
the Yale School of Forestry 
how to do their field work. 
Mary is 3 years old and was 
one of the first babies enrolled 
in your Baby Health Service. 
You should see Mary eating 
away at her dinner on one 
side the glass window, while 
chickadees, tanagers, and nut- 
hatches peck industriously at 
their suet tray just outside. 
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Notice Mr. Veltman’s letter on this 
page. Do our ways need “mend- 
ing’? If you think so, tell us how. 
We'd honestly like to know what 


the rest of you think. 
—THE EDITORS 


OSE LET B22 BEBE 


Crfoer was eon 


Mary’s baby brother, Bradford, is also being 
reared by the Baby Health Service. We give 
it much credit.—Mrs. Nathan D. Canterbury, 
Stafford Springs, Connecticut. 


To the Plumber 


Dear Mr. McDonough: 


In the October number the question is asked 
“Who ever heard a poem about a plumber?” I 
agree the plumber is neglected, so I inclose a 
jingle which I have composed: 


“Who ever heard a poem about a plumber?” 
Asks Hirose in an article he wrote. 
Well, perhaps there’s little glamour 
In a monkey wrench or hammer— 
But even so, the question got my goat! 


When I think of radiators 

And of boiler regulators, 

This neglect my sense of justice galls; 
Yes, it surely does my wrath boom 
When I see a lovely bathroom 

With all the nifty gadgets 

That the plumber man installs. 


And when the chilly breezes 

Bring on bad colds and sneezes, 
And lend a tint of purple 

To the poet’s classic nose— 

What other artisan or craftsman 
Can do what the plumber man can 
On an icy winter morning 

When the water pipes have froze! 


Longfellow hailed the blacksmith, 
But if that grand poet should today 
See the plumbing alterations 
That give comfort to the nations, 
He would crown the worthy plumber 
With the laurel or the bay. 
—K. Preston, Belmont, Massachusetts. 


“Mend Your Ways” 


Dear Editors: 

Just a scribble. Don’t care whether you pub- 
lish this; only hope you'll read it and mend your 
ways. Just returned from a day’s trip calling on 
hard-working, plain dirt- gardeners and farmers. 
Farmers showed me fattened cows that the 
butchers offered them $8 and $10 for. Right- 
eously indignant—boiling, in 
fact—I came home. 

Oh! September Better Homes 
& Gardens! A little sunshine 
in the midst of gloom! Bus, 
the plain dirt gardener think- 
ing that he is almost killed 
running his lawn-mower; Les- 
lie T. White in his story, 
“How to Buy a Friend,” pay- 
ing only $75 for a dog. J. Ed- 
win Fletcher’s letter saved 
September magazine from the 
furnace. BH&SG is sleeping in 
a volcano, as the rest.—D. 
Veltman, Litt. D; Ph. D., Hol- 
land, Michigan. 

To pay $75 for a good dog 
isn’t to Mr. White an extrava- 
gance, for he loves dogs, so 
much so that he'd rather forego 
something else. But about 
mending our ways—just how? 
We'd like to know what you 
think. 











.. why a subscription to Better Homes & Gardens 


* 


Few gifts reflect such good 
taste at so moderate a cost. 
You can give a whole year of 
Better Homes & Gardens for 
only a dollar, two years for 
$1.50, and on two or more 
subscriptions you may deduct 
a commission of 40 percent 
from these rates. If you 
weren't already a member of 
the Better Homes & Gardens’ 
family, think how happy you 
would be to have someone re- 
member you this Christmas 
with a gift subscription. 








is so welcome at Christmas 


For each name on your gift subscription list, an attractive greeting 
card is furnished without charge. This card, sent by you in time to 
arrive with the Christmas mail, is an important reason why a sub- 
scription to Better Homes & Gardens makes such a welcome gift. 

Yet, important as it is, this greeting card must take thirteenth 
place in the list of reasons which year after year, have increased the 
popularity of Better Homes & Gardens for Christmas giving. The first 
twelve reasons are part of the gift itself—twelve issues of Better 
Homes & Gardens—twelve cheery messengers coming thruout the 
year to remind friends of your mutual interest in Home—in the 
things that make life worth while. 

Check over your Christmas list. See how often a subscription to 
Better Homes & Gardens is exactly the right answer to the gift prob- 
lem. Then write for as many greeting cards as you think you can 
use. We send them at once without expense. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


Des Moines, lowa 
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Sefeuend Health 


against Corp, Uneven 
TEMPERATURES ear 


the Floor 





Prnn Temtrol not only brings you the 
carefree convenience of automatic firetend- 
ing, but provides perfect comfort, prevents 
sic ckne »ss, and saves fuel. It maintains any 
even temperature within 14 degree, day or 
night, regardless of outside weather and 
without manual adjustments. 

Since any temperature regulator can only 
control the temperature near its location, 
mount Temtrol low on the wall. It avoids 
cold, dangerous, unhealthful temperatures 
in the FOU R FOOT ZONE where you sit 
and rest and play. Then, too, it antic ipates 
temperature trends and turns your heating 
plant on or off in time to prevent uncom- 
fortableunder-heating and costly over-heating 

You can enjoy Temtrol regulation on your present 
heating plant, or on any system you plan to buy. 
If you already have automatic heat, it offers so many 
advantages it will pay to replace present obsolete 


thermostats. Only one inexpensive instrument needed 
. 


for plain control. Mail the coupon. 


Penn Modern 
TEMTROL 


Left 

The only temperature 
control especially design- 
ed for low mounting . 

as low as desired, to as- 
sure TRUE COMFORT 
in thee FOUR FOOT 
ZONE. Also furnished in 


Modern Toston! = Sapere i0thic de- 





Penn 


TIMETROL 


Right 
Use Penn Day-Nite Tem- 
trol for ideal day-night 
regulation with this sim- 
ple, inexpensive Timetrol. 
IT COSTS ABOUT \ 
AS MUCH AS CLOCK 
THERMOSTATS. In- 
stall it anywhere. Oper- 


ate it anytime. Timetrol 











ifrRUE COMFORT IN THE FOUR FOOT zonel 





Penn Electric Switch Co. | 
2002 E. Walnut St., Des Moines, lowa | 
Please send me full information and the reasonable 

cost of Penn Temtrol. | 


kh bh sankeides bacco adnet ee ead oo4eeen 
ee a eee aspen | 
Pre pent heater is fired [ | Automatically, Man- | 
ually, Using (1) Gas, al Coal, () ¢ 

Plan to install automatic heat chang 

() Oil, © Gas, ] 








Your Fireside and Garden Path 


joists, with certain spacing. There were 
other items that were definitely stated. 

An unprincipled contractor got the ear 
of the prospective home-owner and corf- 
vinced him that he could change the 
specifications, using two-by-fours instead 
of two-by-sixes, spacing them wider, leav- 
ing out a part of the insulation, at the 
same time raising the foundation walls 2 
feet because of some fancied advantage. 

The result was that the architectural 
balance of the house was destroyed by the 
high foundation wall and the construction 
standards were violated by weaker fram- 
ing. In addition, the workmanship was 
slighted. 


THE house looked badly from the start. 
In a year or two it began to sag and give 
way. The insulation was practically 
worthless because it had been only par- 
tially installed. The owner, who had not 
been trained to recognize the finer points 
of building, was sadly cheated. Within 
five years he had lost $1,000 in resale 
value and the house was leaky and un- 
comfortable for the owner. The expendi- 
ture of less than $500 in proper supervi- 
sion and in maintaining structural stand- 
ards would have maintained the original 
value. The owner lost at least $500, be- 
sides having a poor, leaky, unsatisfactory 
home on his hands. 

Another instance is that of a small, 
simple Cape Cod house with the doorway 
in the exact center, with proper balance of 
windows, living-room on one side, dining- 
room on the other, hallway in the center. 
The builder persuaded the owner to move 
the doorway 6 inches to one side to gain 
space in a hall closet, also to do away with 
the muntins (dividing bars) in the window 
sash. The result was utterly to destroy the 
architectural lines, and the value of the 
home was damaged by at least $500. 


A MAN built a brick veneer house whose 
specifications called for brick of uniform 
color. Some misguided person persuaded 
him to use bricks of three colors, which 
made the house look as if it had broken 
out with measles. It became a monstrosity 
instead of a thing to love and cherish. 

Another owner allowed a carpenter to 
persuade him to use two-by-fours laid 
flat instead of two-by-sixes on edge, over 
interior doorways. The result was that the 
frames warped and sagged and large 
cracks opened in the plaster. The damage 
was at least $200 and could have been 
prevented by spending 50 cents more on 
each opening. 


THESE instances could be multiplied by 
the thousand. The man or woman un- 
trained in architecture or in good con- 
struction is at the mercy of the whims or 
greed or ignorance of the jerry-builder 
unless there is some provision for insuring 
good specifications, supervision, and good 
design. 

Architecture is something that the lay- 
man may not always recognize at first 
sight. However, even the layman, after 
living with poor architecture, will surely 
become conscious of it in the long run. 
“Gingerbread,” out-of-scale doors and 
windows, poor balance, excessive orna- 
mentation—all these may seem attractive 
for a time, but their welcome is soon worn 
out, while the honest simplicity in the de- 
sign of the trained and good architect will 
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invariably prove to be the thing that 
causes a home to be not only endurable, 
but increasingly attractive as the years 
pass. 

The function of the good designer is 
twofold. Both elements mean money in 
the pockets of the owner. Good design 
makes a house worth more. The architect’s 
fee is repaid in resale value. On top of this 
is good, sound construction, insured by 
proper specifications and expert super- 
vision. Thus the architect’s fee is doubly— 
more than doubly—repaid. 


Now that the United States Govern- 
ment, thru the Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration, has taken an active hand in hous- 
ing, it is to be hoped that it will use its 
power and leverage to insist that those 
who borrow money for new home-building 
under the liberal provisions of Title 2 shall 
follow standard specifications, standard 
construction, and approved architecture. 
I urge you, the readers of Better Homes & 
Gardens, to do all in your power to per- 
suade the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion to adopt such standards. This is the 
time to insure a great movement for really 
BETTER homes. The Government can 
well afford to offer special inducements by 
way of interest rates and other services, 
to make it doubly worth while for bor- 
rowers to accept the Government stan- 
dards. 


Five years ago last May, in a page 
editorial, we proposed that the United 
States Bureau of Standards be utilized 
in establishing a national code for sound 
construction. The editorial strongly urged 
a broad and sweeping architectural super- 
vision, just as may now be provided by 
the Federal Housing Administration if 
there is sufficient demand. 

Good architecture and sound construc- 
tion mean lower expense for upkeep. They 
mean lower insurance rates. They mean a 
far better resale value. I do not think that 
the Government should dictate the stand- 
ards to those who do not see the force of 
this argument, but I do think that the 
Government should use every possible en- 
couragement to those who do adopt ade- 
quate supervision. 


THE American Institute of Architects 
has done wonderfully fine work in the 
improvement of home architecture. Many 
of its members have unselfishly devoted 
their lives to the design of good small 
homes, even tho the reward has been 
sadly inadequate. In various official ways, 
the Institute and individual architects 
have stood solidly back of the general 
movement to improve design and con- 
struction. The United States Building & 
Loan League and other organizations have 
also given strong support to this end. The 
United States Government itself has for 
several years sought to advance the cause 
by issuing a booklet and other material 
defining good construction in detail. 
Better Homes &8 Gardens, thru its build- 
ing service, has provided a definite im- 
pulse in the way of reliable architecture 
and construction standards. We of Better 
Homes &§ Gardens are completely con- 
vinced that it is to the interest of every 
home-owner that he secure some dependa- 
ble form of architectural advice, and the 
best possible way is to employ a good 
architect. This is not merely for esthetic 
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satisfaction. We know positively that it 
is to the interest of the home-owner’s 


pocket-book. 


lk YOU could all see the letters I receive, 
and study the cases that come under our 
observation every day, 
stand why I say that this matter is close 
to my heart, as one deeply interested in 
better and happier homes for America. 


you would under- | 





For two or three hundred years we have | 
been living in a rather slipshod age as re- | 


gards home-building, throwing houses to- 
gether indiscriminately, 
tively little regard as to whether they will 
hold together for ten years, or whether 
they are of a design that one can live with 
comfortably. With new inventions, the 
problems of construction have become 
infinitely more intricate and much harder 
for the layman to understand. 
to be the most auspicious time for a defi- 
nite “turn to the right.”” From now on the 
homes that are built in this country 
should be solid, substantial, of good de- 
sign, so that we of America may truly 
love our homes, cherish them as integral 
parts of our family lives, and see them not 
fade and crumble into shapeless, shabby, 
grotesque things, but grow old with added 
charm, as the years march on. 





Bind Your Copies 


lk ALL readers of Better Homes & Gar- 
dens think as much of the magazine as 
I do, then I am sure the following method 
of home- binding their precious copies will 


This seems | 


with compara- | 








be hailed with delight. I bind six issues at | 


a time and turn out almost as finished a 
volume as any bookbinder. 
All magazines of this type are composed 


of from six to ten sections, clipped to- | 


gether and covered. 
the metal clips found at the back, under 
the cover. Stack up the six magazines in 
monthly order. Then make six shallow 
saw cuts across the backs of the books, 
which have been clamped together be- 
tween two boards. Space the cuts about 
one inch apart, in three groups. Remove 
the books from the clamps and cut three 
strips of strong linen material 34 inch by 
4 inches long. As you pick up the first 
magazine, note that the saw cuts have 


made six small holes thru each section. | 


Now sew the magazines, section by sec- 
tion, to the linen strips by passing a linen- 
threaded needle thru the first hole from 
the inside, over the linen strip, back thru 
the next hole, and so on. Section by sec- 
tion you will build up the six magazines, 
all lashed to the three strips. Place the 
resulting book back into the clamps and 
glue the back. When dry, glue strip after 
strip of soft paper over the back, allowing 
each to dry thoroly. As they dry you can 
tap them with a hammer, rounding the 
back out just as books are rounded. 


Next cut your covers from very thick 
cardboard. Of course, they must be 
slightly larger than the magazine pages. 
Cover them with any binding cloth or 
toile fabric. To put them on the volume 
simply glue the overhanging linen strips 
to the inside of the covers, and, when dry, 
cover the whole inside with a sheet of 
white paper, glued firmly. 


You'll have a fine-looking volume and | 


one that will stand much service.—Henry 


Begin by removing | 





“What a job to tidy up 


this house 


before Jack gets home!” 






tidy up your 


Madam!..- f 
ick, easy Way: 


home this qu 












ne It’s quite a job to clean up 
everyday muss and litter...if 


it involves getting out the vacuum-cleaner. 


But modernhousewives save vacuum- 
cleaners for periodic cleaning... and 
whisk up daily dirt with the new Bissell. 


Gets all kinds of dirt 


The new Bissell gets all kinds of dirt... 
from all kinds of rugs. Because the Hi-Lo 
Brush Control automatically adjusts the 
brush to rugs of high or lownap. And thesu- 
perlatively fine brush picks up lint, scraps, 
etc....as well as the dirt you can’t see. 

The Bissell is light in weight. It glides 
softly, moiselessly... thanks to ball- 
bearing operation. 

* * * 

E. Leslie Sefton, of the Benjamin Franklin Hotel, 
Philadelphia, says: “‘Bissells are indispensable 


to us, they’re handy, convenient... and noiseless. 
We find them 100°> efficient.”’ 


The Bissell Brush Cleaner—a helpful 
metal comb device sent with booklet for 
10c stamps or coin. Booklet alone free. 
Address Bissell Carpet Sweeper Co., 
240-M Erie Street, Grand Rapids, Mich. 








a 


It is compact... reaches under-furniture 
spots. Special bumpers protect furniture 
and cannot drop off. The pans hold more 
dirt...empty with slight thumb pressure 

.and empty clean. 

A new Bissell will give efficient service 
for many years. It is durable... because it 
is made with only the finest materials. 

The Bissell is the only sweeper that 
gives you this long-lasting service — plus 
all of the most modern sweeper features. 


And the full cost of a Bissell is less than 
payment on many 
items. Many models... 
pact and attractive. 


the dou n house hold 


all smart, com- 


SEE THE 
here. Walnut or mahogany finishes. 
est reliable department, furniture or hardware 


store. Price only $5.50 ($6.00 in West or South). 


“GRAND RAPIDS” 


At your near- 


— shown 





Fee the daily clean-up of the home-just BISSELL 
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P. Burns, Ridgefield Park, New Jersey. | 











AovE: At all seasons the main entrance for dust and 
drafts is at windows. If the air leakage can be prevented 
here, and it can by weatherstrips, fuel bills may be re- 
duced as much as 25 percent and hangings will retain 
their freshness. Once your weatherstrips are installed 
you can look forward to wood sash not balking in wet 
weather, to metal sash not admitting wind-driven rain, 
and to nearby furniture not requiring a daily dusting. 


BELow: When open bookshelves run to the floor, and 
when radiators are exposed or under window seats, need- 
less dusting is constantly necessary. For the book- 
shelves, five-ply wood doors made in pairs and fastened 
independently of each other with friction catches can 
be homemade for a song. Exposed radiators always sub- 
tract from the appearance of the best hangings in the 
most carefully decorated room. Ready-made inclosures 
for them may be had in abundance at reasonable prices. 

































VS 


HARD LABOR 


Dust Indicates Extravagance 


By Gerald K. Geerlings 


PERHAPS you have forgotten last winter’s ex- 
perience, when the floor was so cold that the 
children couldn’t play on it, and how the coal 
dust and ashes sifted up and over the first-floor 
furniture. But cover the cellar ceiling with com- 
position wallboard, as suggested below, and then 
once and for all the basement temperature and 
dust will not require you to dress like an Eskimo 
while you needlessly clean. Try to make a tight 
fit against the outside walls, and cover the joints 
with sealing tape, or fill them with a special plas- 
ter obtainable from any building-material dealer. 
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Another 


Prize 


Winner! 


Here is the story of another prizewin- 
ning remodeled home submitted to us in 
the 1933 National Better Homes Con- 
test. A “before” and an “‘after’’ photo- 
graph of the home appear on the page 
indicated below. Other prizewinners 
were published in the November Better 
Homes & Gardens —THE EDITORS. 








Once Clumsy and Ugly, Now It’s 
Beautiful and Comfortable 


By C. H. Gutermuth 


[See “Before” and “After” Photographs 
on page 23] 


SURROUNDED by forest trees in Tyler 
Lane stood an old frame bungalow which 
had possibilities of a real suburban home. 

On the first floor was a small living- 
room, dining-room, hallway, two small 
bedrooms, an old style bathroom anda 
large kitchen. On the second floor were no 
rooms at all, only an unfinished attic. The 
basement was only partially excavated. 
In one corner stood an old furnace and a 
coal room. The basement was indeed dark 
and dingy. In the yard stood a weather- 
beaten chickenhouse. 

After having Architect S. O. Hammon, 
of Louisville, Kentucky, draw a plan 
showing what could be accomplished, the 
house was purchased; then for a complete 
remodeling job, removing partitions mak- 
ing roof dormers and porch alterations, 
also grading the yard. (Presto! the change.) 

On the first floor we now have a large 
living-room with ivory panel woodwork. 
There is also a large fireplace, bookcases, 
large dining-room with beautiful bay win- 
dows overlooking the lawn, a master bed- 
room, tile bathroom with shower, sewing- 
room and modern kitchen, all hardwood 
wide oak flooring. 

On the second floor is a large and light, 
airy bedroom, a cedar-lined closet, bath- 
room, a cedar-lined room for blankets and 
clothes, also a storage room. 

The basement, now completely exca- 
vated, contains a large recreation room 
with open fireplace, laundry complete, cop- 
per waterpipe, an air-conditioning furnace 
with automatic oil burner, controlled 
filtered warm air in winter, cooled air dur- 
ing summer. 

Attached to the rear of the house is a 
covered passageway to a stone garage. 

Some preliminary planning and $4,878.- 
60 thus transformed this old style bunga- 
low into a beautiful Colonial white cottage 
with green shutters nestled in Nature’s 
beauty. 

















Can 
Chase 


you imagine a more useful or beautiful gift than this lovely 
chromium. Only $2.5 


Mint and Nut Dish? In brilliant 


i a 
LOVELY (7 if. f. 
IN CHROMIUN 
that never need polishing 













Ww 


Ww 


Cmase 
Here 


adore to have. 


are gifts every woman would 
All beautifully de- 


signed, smartly modern. So practical 


vy 


This useful and stunning bowl is perfect for serving 
mayonnaise, sauces, dressings and hot chocolate syrup 
Complete, with tray and serving spoon. Only $4.00. and useful! Chase Chromium (finely 


plated over lasting Chase brass) never 


Ww 


tarnishes—never needs to be polished. 


See these lovely, inexpensive gifts at i 
department, gift and jewelry stores. 
SPECIALTIES = 
Sh never forget this Ct ty gift 
as the Chase Electric Snack Supper Serv Pertect 
for buffet suppers, | heor ( plet h 
three one-quart Pyrex dishes, and y $19.5 





Chase Ice Bowl and Tongs $4.50. (For potato chips, nuts or candy, too!) 
Stirring Cocktail Mixer, $5.00. Cocktail-Canape Server $12.50. Cocktail 
Cups, 50c. Smokestack cigarette server $1.00. Ash Tray, $1.00. 





EMILY POST WOULD 
LIKE TO HELP YOU 
GIVE A CHRISTMAS 
EVE BUFFET SUPPER 









This beautiful Triple Tray is the kind of gift every woman 
appreciates. Perfect for sandwiches, cakes, cocktails. Sturdy. 
Won't collapse. Folds up! A grand gift for only $6.00. 


] haker 


» shed a 


For a very Merry Christmas send someone this good looking 
set. The Shaker is $4.50. Cups 50c each. Tray $2.50. Or « 


cheerful light, this clever Chase Constellation Lamp. Only $3.00. This Christmas-time make your parties new and 


different. Write for Emily Post's “How to Give 
a Buffet Supper.” Contains menus, recipes, and 
many photographs. Send 10c in stamps for your 
copy to Chase Brass & Copper Co.*, Chase 
Tower, Dept. M-1, New York. Write also for 
free folder of lovely gifts in Chase brass, copper 
and chromium. 





Name 


*Subsidiary of Kennecott Copper Corporation 
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wins on every hill 


Boys and girls! Tell your father—tell your 
mother that you must have Flexible Flyer. 
Then tell them why. Tell them about the 
greater safety; the steel front and bumper; the 
Super-Steering and Safety-Runners; the super 
speed and the greater coasting comfort. For 
Flexible Flyers are built with the care of a 
battleship and inspected like an airplane, with 
perfection in every part. Look at them all— 
the new Airline Racer, the aristocratic Tuxedo, 
the many other models afid sizes of Flexible 
Flyer. Then take your pick! 

Be sure to see Flexy Racer, too, the 

Flexible Flyer on wheels, with positive two- 


wheel brakes, ball bearings, live rub- 
ber tires and balanced spring steering. 


S. L. ALLEN & CO., INC. 
455 Glenwood Avenue, Phila., Pa. 
Makers also of Planet Jr. Farm and Garden Implements 


FREE. There’s a miniature model 
of Flexible Flyer waiting for you, 


free! It’s yours for the asking. 





Not another sled 
like it—the new 
Airline Racer, 

streamlined , 
throughout in@* 

runners and 
chassis. The 
latest Flexible 
Flyer model. 

























Flexible Flyer, 
withthe famous 
eagletrade-mark, 
gives you Super- 
Steering, new Safe- 
ty-Runners, steel 
front and bumper, 
hard white ash wood 
parts, pressed steel 
extra weight standards 
—all that is best in 
sleds! $3.50 to $12.00. 

















ve $3,000 


Better Homes Contest 


Closes December 31 











Notice to all Better Homes Contest 
entrants: The deadline for entries in this 
year’s contest is midnight, December 31, 
1934. This means that your envelope 
must be postmarked by or before that 
time—not later—to be eligible for one ot 
the 116 cash prizes. Be sure to get your 
entry in the mail on time. 
Your envelope must contain 
things: 
1. The final entry form which you will 
find inside the front cover of your 
copy of ““New Ideas for Modernizing 


three 








Your Home.” Tear this form out of | 
the book and fill it in as completely | 


as possible. 

. The “before” and “after” photo- 
graphs of your home-improvement 
project, plainly labeled and marked 
with your name and address. Do not 
roll your photographs. Mail them flat. 

3. A letter of not more than 300 words 

describing your contest project. 

We sincerely hope that you will get 
your contest entry to us by the deadline, 
so that it will be eligible in the judging. 
Remember, there are 116 cash prizes, in- 
cluding a sweepstakes prize of $1,000. 
Someone will win this $1,000. You may! 


we 





LEGAL STATEMENT OF PUBLICATION 


Statement of ownership, management, cir- 
culation, and so on of Better Homes er Gar- 
dens, published monthly at Des Moines, 
lowa, required by the Act of August 24, 1912. 

President—Fred Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Editor—Elmer T. Peterson, Des Moines, 

owa. 

Publisher—Meredith Publishing Company, 

es Moines, lowa. 

Owners (if a corporation, give name and 
address of stockholders holding 1 percent or 
more of total amount of stock): 

MEREDITH PUBLISHING COM- 
PANY, Des Moines, lowa. 

Estate of E. T. Meredith, Des Moines, 
lowa. 

Edna C. Meredith, Des Moines, Iowa. 

E. T. Meredith, Jr., Des Moines, Lowa. 

Mildred Meredith Bohen, Des Moines, 
lowa. 

Fred Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security-holders holding 1 percent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities: none. 





Fred Bohen, 


President. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
30th day of October, 1934. 
J. O. Gleason, Notary Public. 


(My commission expires July 4, 1936.) 
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WE urge you to write for your free 
copy of the famous SERGEANT’s Doc 
Book. It contains valuable information 
that every dog owner should have to care 
for his dog properly. 

In clear language, SERGEANT’s Doc Boox 
explains the symptoms of dog diseases and 
tells the most up-to-date methods of treat- 
ment. Interesting chapters on Feeding, 
Grooming and Training dogs and puppies. 
A unique “Symptom Chart” diagnoses dog 
ailments at a glance. 46 pages. Fully il- 
lustrated. A new edition is ready. A copy 
will gladly be sent you postpaid. 

Our veterinarian will ad- 
vise you without cost about 
your dog’s health. Write 
fully, giving all details. This service is 
given in the interest of dog welfare by 
the makers of SERGEANT’s DoG MeEpt- 
CINES, known and trusted by dog owners 
everywhere. Ask 
your dealer. 

POLK MILLER 
PRODUCTS CORP. 
1172 W. Broad St., 
Richmond, Virginia 


Expert Advice 


« E » 
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FIREPLACE 
that Circulates 


Extra Heat 


Will Not Smoke 


Now—a fireplace that heatsevery corner of the 
room and connecting rooms. Provides living 
comfort in cool spring and fall days—cuts heat- 
ing bills. Only heat required in mild climates 
and for summer camps. Burns any fuel. A 
double-walled metal form around which 
Fm af is easily built. Costs but little more. 
Stocked in principal cities for quick delivery. 
Write for details. State if building new fire- 
place or rebuilding old. 


Heatilator Co., 819 E. Brighton 
Avenue, Syracuse, N. Y. 


A | Build a | 










4mm 4st 


SO $5 fa, 





8 yr. 12 to 16 MASTODON Red Reses 
inch byramidal a V. | 25 Each. Best | Grown Bushes 
coc He 
Cone as 
or Fire saniee. 
Assorted H 

cia 60 Choice * 4Silver¢ 
Van Houttes | Gladiolus Maple 1 each So. 
Strong. well | Largeflowering | 6 to 6 ft. trees, a oe 


Ro 

$ J 18-24" 
inch 

Bushes 


size well R 

bulbs. branch- ter pee 
(Not ed. All callser- 
Bulb- ry 4 for 7 ed, 4-5 
lets) only ft.trees. 


Above offers postpaid in U. S. Our new free catalog lists a complete 
line of Saree! Stock at Bargain Prices Direct to Planter. ite. 
oomay Bock asd ws oa mall coupon stilling yea to additions! 
Nursery Stock free with your first es eo = 


The Whitten-Ackerman Nurseries 







100 Bir ia. Avenue, Bridgman, Michigan 














The Romance of Paper 
| Begins on page 16 | 


tenhouse built the first American Paper 
mill near Philadelphia in 1690. He sup- 
plied that first dynamic American editor- 
printer. But to the glory of paper be it 
said that Franklin, himself, later became 
a papermaker. And down thru these his- 
tory-making centuries paper kept apace. 
For while the American home was becom- 
ing the unit of a great democracy, paper 
was becoming its true salvation. 


Every home is tied to some bank—by 
paper. Banking paper has grown to the 
point where falsification and erasures are 
impossible. Homes are tied to stores—by 
paper. My child carries a slip. The items 
go on larger slips at the store—then upon 
ledgers. Credit is impossible today with- 
out paper. For paper remembers even 
when we forget! The home is bound to the 
courts by deeds recorded on various pa- 
pers. Paper guarantees us our possessions 
—large or small.’ Pledges are made on 
paper. Home-ties grow stronger by virtue 
of letters written on paper. Friendship is 
heightened by paper. Paper cards—warm- 
hearted greetings—‘‘the confetti of friend- 
ship”—normally to the number of well 
over a billion yearly go thru the mails. 
Ah, and Age creeps on. But we are not 
saddened. We have letters, cards, and 
even better, perhaps, makers of photo- 


graphic papers have made possible every 
happy expression of our children. Do you 





recall Grandmother’s shelves—neat with 
folder newsprint? Well Granddaughter 
buys rolls of decorative papers that bring 
added charm and cleanliness and for good 
measure, add cheer. We made “soldier- 
hats” as youngsters. But just look in on 
Bobbie’s party! It is a riot of fun, color, 
beauty, with paper for costumes, decora- 
tions, and used with refreshments. Even 
the stodgy formalities of grown-up ban- 
quets and bridges are banished by paper 
arts and crafts. Your radio came, crated 
in paper—even the tubes. You may wear 
paper “‘anti-perspiration socks” or beat 
the silk-worm—for rayon products are 
hardly more than paper craftsmanship. 
Christmas wrappings and boxes would 
thrill most of us—even without the gifts 
within. And think of it—washadble draw- 
ing-paper, spools of gummed paper mak- 
ing the saving of string a lost virtue » paper 
—yes, paper everything! 


Tomorrow’s house may be paper- 
board—unused ugly attics and basements 
have been restored by paper—thousands 
of them—to beauty and use. Paper dishes 
for the picnic. Truly, the Vegetable King- 
dom is supreme. The King, Wood-Pulp, 
the Queen—Rags! 












WESTERN PRICE 


975 





for easier use and better results. . 


heavier mixing jobs. . 


The bowl revolves automatically. 


7 many time-tested features of the Hamilton Beach provide 

. The power has been in- 
creased 57% over all previous models — abundant reserve for 
. The compact motor lifts off the stand 
with one hand — there is nothing to release. The motor is held 
and mixing speeds controlled with the same hand. . 
Control feature permits the bow] to be shifted while mixing so that 
beaters are in any position to prevent the mixture from piling up. 


Your dealer will explain and demonstrate the many features and 
advantages of the new Hamilton Beach. The price is only $18.75 
(western price $19.75) —complete with beaters and two bowls. 
Practical attachments — juice extractor, meat grinder, slicer— 
shredder and coffee gtinder—may be purchased separately. 

Send for 48-page booklet of “‘Tested Recipes” — it’s free. 


Hamilton Beach Manufacturing Company, Racine, Wis. 


HAMILTON BEACH ‘7ood Vier 





- : 
HAMILTON BEACH 's se MIXER 


IF YOU WANT ALL 
THESE Nodem 


FEATURES! 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 
THAT WILL THRILL 
HER 


Can you think of any gift that 
will be more appreciated? The 
Hamilton Beach food mixer is 
not a luxury—it is a real labor 
saver that will be used 365 days 
of the year to perform 101 kit- 
chen tasks—that will give her 
extra hours of leisure and pleas- 
ure. And its distinctive stream 
line beauty will please the most 
critical eye — adorn the most 
modern kitchen. 


.- Lhe Bowl 











Buy the 
Flower 
Seeds that 
EXPERTS 
PREFER and PLANT 





In ENGLAND where the growing of flowers has 
attained the peak of floral perfection, Sutton’s 
Seeds are preferred by expert and home gardeners. 
These same seeds — the result of more than a 
century’s experience in breeding none but im- 
proved strains by Sutton & Sons — will produce 
flowers of wonderful beauty in your garden. 
Send for Sutton’s Amateur’s Guide in Hor- 
ticulture and General Garden Seed Catalogue for 
1935 and learn about these ‘‘pedigree-quality”’ 
seeds. This 200-page book illustrates and de- 
scribes hundreds of varieties and gives much valu- 
able horticultural advice. It will be sent post- 
paid for 35c. For $1, we will send four packets 
of selected sorts of Sutton’s Seeds, while for 
$1.25, we will send both seeds and catalogue. 
ASTER. Sutton’s Scarlet King. Most brilliant flowers. 
PHLOX DRUMMONDII. Sutton’s Violet Beauty. 
SILENE. Sutton’s Pink Star. Small starlike flow- 
ers of a delightful pink shade. 
VISCARIA. Sutton’s Pale Blue. China-blue flowers. 
Please remit by International Money Order. Address 
Sutton & Sons, Ltd., Box 18, Reading, England. 


@ 


ENGLAND’S BEST 
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—hospitality, happiness and health—free from winter 


worries. Here are fine modern schools—public or 
rivate—kindergarten to college—conveniently located 
in Phoenix and nearby communities of Glendale, 
Buckeye, Wickenburg, Mesa, Tempe and Chandler. 
All types of modern accommodations—low living costs 
in this Land of Romance—colorful deserts—roses, 
date gardens, orange groves. Come ¢ arly—84% sun- 
pag rss eetenation or - sports schedule. 


retoor ifie and Sa nt ta Fe Lin 


Phoenix ; 


Please send me sonendies free literature and booklets 
Name 
Address 


ee ON | 














Betrer Homes & Garpens, December, 1934 








48 














ILLUSTRATION BY LOUISE RUMELY 


Who minds a bruised finger, a stained rug, a disordered house? It's all in the spirit of Christmas 


Much Ado About Christmas 


7 N CLATTER of voices, hurrying 


footsteps, and the front door flies 
open. In rushes what looks to be two 
piles of walking underbrush. Beneath 
it are legs that belong to the Mark- 
ham twins, Marshall and Mary. Plop! 
Into the middle of the orderly living- 
room floor they drop their armloads of 
berried greenery. Pine, spruce and 
balsam boughs, willow wands, snow- 
berry, coralberry, and huckleberry 
branches, a basket of pine cones and a 
bundle of myrtle, or periwinkle. 

“Hi, Mother and Dad, you’ve got 
the ’sprise of your life coming!” Mar- 
shall pants. 

“We're doing all your Christmas 
decorations for you,” Mary announces 
excitedly. 

“It’s our school Junior Garden 
Club project and we get credit for it, 
if we follow Cousin Marion’s rules for 
Christmas green conservation—no 
holly, no groundpine, and no moun- 
tain-laurel—unless they’re labeled as 
nursery-grown,” Marshall adds im- 
portantly. 

“But do you need all this, just for a 
wreath or two?” Mother asks dubi- 


By Cousin Marion 


* 


ously as she eyes the disheveled liv- 
ing-room floor. 

“Oh, we’re going to do more than 
make a wreath, Mother. Just you wait 
until after dinner, and we'll show 
you,” Mary assures her. 

“Where did you get all this stuff?” 
Father queries, as with difficulty he 
wends his way thru baskets and 
sprawling boughs, into the dining- 
room. 

“Oh, we gathered it out of every- 
body’s gardens,” the twins reply. At 
which remark Father makes a sound 
like a groan and mumbles something 
about looking to his precious ever- 
greens tomorrow. 


The Family Makes a Wreath 


WitH dinner over, the fun begins. 
The twins officiously put the family 
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to work, except big sister, who goes 
upstairs to dress for the Holiday Hop. 
Father collapses breathless after some 
half dozen trips to the basement and 
garage for needed odds and ends of 
wire, pinchers, rope, string, measuring 
tape, pruning shears, tacks, and ham- 
mer. 

Fine florist’s wire was first needed 
with which to bind together a cluster 
of willow twigs into a circlet of just 
the right proportion for the front 
door. Marshall works on one side and 
Mary on the other, wedging pine 
branches closely into the willow and 
wire foundation, until a lovely ever- 
green wreath is formed. Father kept 
the twins supplied with pine branches 
cut just the right length. At the bot- 
tom of the wreath they placed a wide, 
bow-like spray of pine branches, wired 
in the center with a cluster of pine 
cones that glistened with frosty resin. 

Suddenly a loud “‘O-o-o-w”’ pierced 
the quiet of the living-room. Mother 
jumped from her chair like a Jack-in- 
the-box. Marshall danced to his own 
howling tune, holding a finger in his 
mouth. Poor Mary ran frantically for 








eS ial 











ee Se es 


the castor oil with which to rub the brown, 
resin-covered finger her pinchers had mis- 
taken for a protruding branch from Mar- 
shall’s side of the wreath. 

“Well, now, that’s the best-looking 
wreath we’ve ever had, even if it did cost 
a black finger,”’ Father laughs as he tacks 


it up on the front door. “‘But, if you are | 


going to make window wreaths you'd bet- 
ter put on red mittens so your fingers 
won't be mistaken for evergreen stubs.” 


Windows Too 


“c 
Bur we aren’t going to hang wreaths | 
in the windows because, first of all, we | 


haven’t enough evergreen branches,” 
Mary replies as she pulls the basket of 
pine cones to a remaining clean spot on 
the living-room floor. Marshall and Mary 
proceed to fasten varying lengths of fine 
florist’s wire around the top of the pine 
cones, grouping them together like bunches 
of grapes, the small ones below and larger 
ones above. A spray of green spruce 
shaped like a bow-knot is wired at the top 
of the cluster, and each window is hung 
with one of these simple but charming 
decorations. 

“Well, now that’s a smart idea,” lauds’ 
Father. “Did you learn that at your 
Junior Garden Club meeting?” 

“Yes, and I told the counselor that if I 


had my way I would dip the pine cones in | 


red paint-and after they dried, tie them 
in clusters with the evergreens. You could 
see them a lot farther than you can these 
brown ones,’ Marshall comments. 
“That would take more time, Marshall, 
and anyway I would rather leave them 
brown and green to match our conserva- 
tion wreath,’ Mary settles the question. 


Then the Fireplace 


“cc 

WHEE, we’re ready for the fireplace! 
Now we'll need the ladder and some rope 
and some picture hooks, Father, because 
we are going to make a swag above the 
mantel,’ Mary orders. 


“And whatever is a swag, Mary?” | 


Father inquires. 

“Tt’s just a wide band of evergreen that 
you drape against the wall,” Mary an- 
swers, prideful that she can tell Father 
something. 

“‘Now, Father, you get up on the ladder 
and take this rope and loop it on the wall 
above the mantel graceful like, with the 
ends hanging down at either side. Then 
we'll know how long to make it.” 

Marshall and Mary wire the huckle- 
berry branches closely together on the 
rope which their Father has measured and 
cut just the right length. At intervals they 
tie great clusters of red coralberry, until 


the evergreen rope looks for all the world | 


like a beautiful old Della Robbia design, 
shown in their art books. Father pride- 
fully drapes it from the picture hooks at 
either side of the fireplace, letting the ends 
hang down in swag-like fashion. 


Beneath the festoon of huckleberry and | 


coralberry Mary places seven red candles, 
held upright in blocks of paraffin. A tall 
one is placed in the middle, with the 
three on either side cut to form a tapering 
pyramid. Around the paraffin candle- 
holders Mary lays a mound of green 
huckleberry and red clusters of coralberry, 
tapering it down to the end of the mantel. 
Here big white stockings from the dime 
store will be hung, filled with red Cello- 
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B- iTS A CRIME —SHES 
SO MUCH OLDER 
THAN HE IS 





THOSE DISHPAN HANDS yi] 















SHES THE SAME 
AGE, REALLY IT'S 





THAT MAKE YOU 





ae. Se 





WHAT CRUEL LIES old-looking hands can tell! 
They may make you seem years older than you are. 

Most women blame rough, red hands on dish- 
washing, but the harsh soaps they use are at fault! 
Dishpan hands vanish with Lux! It’s so gentle and 
soothing—like a beauty treatment in the dishpan. 

Nowadays clever wives keep hands soft, smooth, 
young with Lux! Costs less than 1¢ a day. 


¥ LUX EVERY DAY KEEPS OLD HANDS AWAY! 
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HOMEMAKERS 


REBEL 


Against Inferior 
Brands of Food 


lr YOU are like most other “household heads” 
who read Better Homes & Gardens, you per- 
sonally visit a grocery store once or twice a 
week; you phone orders two or three times a 
week; and you buy most of your grocery prod- 
ucts from one store, altho you occasionally visit 
two or three other stores. 

A man in the grocery business told us that 
this is the way homemakers of the Better Homes 
& Gardens type do their buying. 

He said also that while “price brands”’ of in- 
ferior quality became popular during 1932 and 
1933, those brands now are less in demand. 

Better Homes & Gardens families, as a group, 
are buyers of quality merchandise, whether the 
merchandise be foods, house furnishings and 
equipment, or building materials. The adver- 
tisements in the magazine comprise an excellent 
buying guide and contain scores of helpful sug- 
gestions to homemakers. 

Remember, you can place complete depend- 


ence in the editorial and advertising pages of 





Better Homes & Gardens, for we stand behind 
statements made on every page. Our advertis- 


ing guarantee below speaks for itself. 


+ + + 
Our Guarantee to You 


We guarantee that your money will be re- 
turned or that satisfactory adjustment will 
be made if you purchase any article adver- 
tised in this issue of Better Homes & Gardens 
and it is not as represented in the advertise- 
ment. The complaint, investigation of which 
will be instituted promptly, must be sub- 
mitted to us within one year after the ad- 
vertisement appears. If the article is pur- 
chased thru the mails, it is a condition Sao 
guarantee that you shall have mentioned 
Better Homes & Gardens at the time the pur- 
chase was made. 


+ + + 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
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300 Miles Of Winter Driv- 
ing Finds Them As Warm 
As If They Had Been Home 





HaDees.. THE MODERN 
SYSTEM OF CAR HEATING 


“We used to hibernate for the winter until 
we got our Ha s,"" says a mother of three 
little ones. “Now I have really learned to 
enjoy cold weather driving. Only last week- 
end we drove to St. uis, nearly 400 miles. 
The trip did us all a lot of good aad we were 
as warm as toast. 

HaDees is a modern system of hot water 
car heating that fills the car with healthful, 
comfortable warmth. The first cost is the onl 
cost and that is but a few dollars. New Models 
have increased heating capacity and are easily 
transferable from one car to another. 
LIBERTY FOUNDRIES CO., Rockford, III. 

(Division of Burd Piston Ring Co.) 


* LIVING ROOM COMFORT 
* FITS ANY MAKE OF CAR 
* COSTS BUT A FEW DOLLARS 


Patented 
heat control 


Ha Dees! 








Quick 
: crying 





Does NOT require polishing; is NOT slippery. 
Heelproof, marproof, waterproof. Lasts for years 
on floors, furniture, woodwork. At paint and hard- 
Pratt & Lambert-inc., Buffalo, N. Y. 


AMBE 
VARNI 


wore stores. 


-PRATT&L 


p pay ] N T A N D 








KS 2ndubASTER 


Largest, most gorgeous. 3 choice 

colors, rose, white, purple, 1 pkt. of 
each (value 60c) forjust 10c! Send dime 
or stamps today! Garden Guide free. 
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Ado About Christmas 


phane-wrapped surprises for each mem- | 
ber of the family. 
“It’s never looked finer, Mother,” 
beams ever-appreciative Father as he 
climbs down from the ladder’s heights, 
wiping his perspiring brow and stepping 
directly on the yipping Kim’s tail. 
“What in the world is that dog doing in 
the evergreens, Marshall?’ | 
“Oh, he’s just chewin’ some of the | 
snowberries. T hey won’t hurt him, ’cause | 
the birds eat them,” Marshall answers 
soothingly. 
“Oh, Marshall, he’ll ruin the things that 
we are going to use in the dining-room,”’ | 
wails Mary. 
“The dining-room!”” Mother exclaims. 
“Tt’s only the buffet we’re fixing in the 
dining-room, Mother,” Mary assures her. 
“Look, we are going to put a big circle 
of myrtle leaves dotted with clusters of 
snowberries around Grandma’s lovely old 
white soup tureen in the middle of the 
buffet. And at either end a smaller garland 
of greenery around the base of the old 
crystal candelabras.” 


A KNOCK sounds at the door. Big sis- | 
ter comes down the stairs to answer it, 
and wails in horror as she looks upon the 
disorder before her. 

“Oh, how terrible to have the house in 
such a clutter just when a new friend is 
calling to take me to the Holiday Hop. 
What will he think of this family?” 

As Father opens the door Marshall calls 
out mischievously, “If he can’t hop over 
this little pile of branches he shouldn’t be 
goin’ to a Christmas hop, Sis.” 

A withering look is Marshall’s only re- 
ward for his wit. 

“The sunroom’s all that’s left now,” 
sighs Mary, tired but happy. “We’re going | 
to stick these little spruce tips into big | 
spools painted red, and line them up like | 
Christmas soldiers on each window sill. 
Then we'll put the big Christmas tree in a | 
red bucket and cover its branches with 
silver rain and frosted white lights.” 

“Three cheers for the Junior Garden 
Club Christmas decorations,” whoops | 
Father as he sinks back in his easy chair. | 


Anp allits costs is a bruised finger, an 
injured tail, a stained rug, a mortified big 
sister, a little wire, and a house that would 
put our town junk y yard to shame,” 
Mother laughs with relief. 

“And what a merry Christmas we're 


| going to have!” Father joins in heartily. | 





JAMES VICK, 507 Vick Bidg., Rochester, N. Y. 


|My Junior Gardeners have certainly. | 
caught the garden’s Christmas spirit and | 
brought it indoors for all of us to enjoy. 





As a Christmas greeting this year 
why not send your friends a Junior 
Garden Club membership card with 
club button fastened in one corner? 
To do this, send a 3-cent stamp, | 
with the name, age, and address of 
the friend and we will send it to 
him direct, or forward to you to 
send. With it, we will inclose our 
Junior Garden Club leaflet, “Gar- 
den Greens and Christmas Reds,” 
which tells how to decorate a Christ- 
mas table and make many interest- 
ing Christmas gifts. 














The Doctor said 


“MOIST-THROAT” 
METHOD 


WOULD STOP CO 





Extract of famous medicinal herb 
stimulates throat’s moisture — 


HEN you cough, it’s usually because 

your throat’s moisture glands clog. 
Their healthy secretions change. Throat 
dries, sticky mucus collects. A tickling... 
then a cough! PERTUSSIN stim- 
ulates your throat’ s moisture. 
Phlegm loosens—is ‘‘raised.”” Re- 
lief! Pertus- 
sin is safe. 
Contains no 
drugs. Tastes 
good. 
@ Doctors have 
used Pertussin 
for over thirty 
years because it 
is always safe 
and sure. 














GLANDS HERE CLOG— 

THROAT DRIES— 
WHEN YOU CATCH COLD, 
THEN COUGHING STARTS/ 


PERTUSSIN 


helps nature cure your cough 














+++ TO ENLIVEN 
CLUB PROGRAMS 


Plan to use one or more of Better 
Homes & Gardens’ five fascinating il- 
lustrated lectures on bulbs, landscap- 
ing, rock gardens, cut flower arrange- 
ment, and home modernizing. To find 
out how to obtain these lectures (lan- 
tern slides and manuscript) at no 
actual cost, write to: 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
7512 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, la. 













New Low 
Pri 





HUER*! Low prices still in 
effect but can’t be guaran- 
teed! Amazing money-maker 
for farms, truck Page nurseries, 
ete. Plows seeds, discs, mows, rakes, 
haule; runs belt and shop machines 
Gear shift models, 1 to 5 h.p. Costs 3e 
er_hr. to run. Write for EE 
ATALOG and 10 DAY TRIAL 
OFFER. Address nearest office. 


SHAW MFG. CO., Dept. 1612 
Galesburg, Kans., Columbus, Ohio 


_ WORLD-FAMOUS GARDEN VIEWS 


Shown in Saizer’s bi bargain 

of Vegotaple, Flower en Ficia. Srede: ag 3 Balbe, 
Shrubs, Trees. Hardier northern 

selected, three-way-tested for big yields. EARLY. 
ORDER SPECIAL: Send 10c for 30-ft. row of ares 
Peas; So-ft. row Giant Asters; or 80-ft, row Dwarf Ni 
















Mammoth 2}- to 3-in. flowers, all 
colors mixed. Always 25c or more a pkt., 
now only a dime to win new friends for us, 
Send 10c today! Maule’s Seed Book free. 
WM. HENRY MAULE, 110 Maule Bldg.,Philadelphia,Pa 


For Rug and Hand-Knitting 

at bargain prices. Samples 

and Knitting Directions 
FREE. 

BARTLETT YARN MILLS 
Box 5, Harmony, Maine. 



























Get These 


Candy 


Recipes 


FOR CHRISTMAS! 


+ 


€ etean is the great candy-making time in 

the gardened home. To prepare for holiday festivities 

you "Il want Better Homes er Gardens’ leaflet No. B-F-7, 
‘42 Candy Recipes.”’ It is just 4 cents. 

In addition to dozens of delicious “‘adult’’ cz andies, 
this leaflet has a group of special recipes for children’s 
ce andy. sf our boys mee pies will love “C hristmas Lolli- 
pops” and “Cranberry Christmas Candy.”’ 

Are _you planning a children’s party this Christ- 
mas? Then, in addition to the candy leaflet, you must 
have the Better Homes er Gardens bookiet “The Chil- 
dren’s Party Book.’’ It is only 10 cents a copy, and 
contains plans for a dozen parties for youngsters. 

Parents vopering | for Santa Claus will want these 
useful leaflets B-C-8, ““Toys for Children and the 
Uses They Serve,”’ and B-B-10, “A Growing Library 
for a Growing Child.” They are 4 cents each. 


Other Homemaking Helps 


You'll like these other Better Homes er Gardens 
recipe leaflets: 


B-F-23 Casserole Dishes. .................2000. 4c 
B-F- 9 Luncheon Menus for Every Occasion. .4c 
B-F-16 Thrifty Company Dinners. . 4c 


B-F-32 Chart of Master Recipes for Me: at, 
Vegetable Sauces. 
B-F-14 Delicious Dishes from the ‘Pantry Shelf. . 


Fish, and 
- 


Home Furnishings 


Color Charts and Color Schemes. . .25¢ 
This booklet bas helped thousands of families to make 
their bomes more attractive. 
Furniture Arrangement and Balance 25c 
This booklet, which bas just been completely ‘revised, 
sbows you bow to place your furniture correctly. 


Give the Scrapbook for Christmas 


The Better Homes er Gardens Scrapbook, which is 
only 75 cents complete with classification index tabs, 
is a welcome Christmas gift for any of your gardener 
friends. It is such a handy, sturdy scrapbook that it 
is bound to be hailed with delight by those who collect 
clippings and notes. In addition, this scrapbook is 
designed to hold Better Homes ev Gardens leaflets; they 
are all punched to fit it. 


How to Get a Housing Loan 


Do you want to obtain a loan under the National 
Housing Act to remodel, finance, or build your home? 
Better Homes ev Gardens has prepared a leaflet which 
will answer your questions about this important new 
act. This booklet explains just how you go about get- 
ting a loan. Send a 3-cent stamp for postage and hand- 
ling, and we will send you your copy of this leaflet at 
once. 


Garden Leaflets for December 


Making and Maintaining an Aquarium. . .4c 
List of Garden Books. Books on bistory, plan- 
ning, planting, care of a garden, prone ak with 
lists 7 ewes evergreens, sbrubs, roses, wildflowers, 
bulbs, fruits, vegetables, pests, rock gardens, 
I IE. ios 5 cH ota ee owes 
How to Grow Bulbs Indoors. Selection, pot- 
ting, rooting, and culture of bulbs in winter. 4c 
A List of Garden Bulletins. Suggested publica- 
tions which are distributed by the United States 
Department of Agriculture and the various 
colleges and experiment stations.......... 
How to Succeed With Evergreens. Clidising 
sorts, planting, pruning g, watering, winter pro- 
tection, and pests 

Terrariums . . . Glass 
F eee 
Attracting, Housing, and Feeding Birds . 
How to Identify Trees in Winter. Pena 
for the studious gardener ; ..4c 


B-G-26 
B-G-14 


B-G-81 


B-A-15 Boxes for Growing 


B-A-17 
B-G-87 


Address all orders for material to: 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
6712 Meredith Building 
Des Moines, lowa 
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Are You 





Do You 
CATCH COLD Easily? 


Atthe first sneeze, or nasal 
irritation, quick!...A few 
drops of Vicks Va-tro-nol. 
This unique aid in pre- 
venting colds is especially 


designed for nose and throat where most 
colds start. Its timely use helps to avoid 


many colds—and to throw off colds in 
their early stages. 





Coips-SuscepTIBLE? 


Do Your Colds 
Hang On AND ON? 


Don’t take chances with 
half-way measures. Mas- 
sage throat and chest with 
Vicks VapoRub — standby 
in 26 million homes for 
relieving colds. Two generations have 


learned to depend on its famous direct 
double action—by stimulation and inha- 
lation—to end a cold sooner. 


Follow Vicks Plan for better 


To Help PREVENT Colds 





CONTROL OF COLDS 


These twin aids to fewer and 
shorter colds give you the basic 
medication of Vicks Plan for 
Better Control of Colds. Full 
details of this clinically tested 
Plan are in each Vicks package. 


To END a Cold Sooner 














FILLS and 
EMPTIES 
WASHERS 
automatically 













FILLER & DRAINER 


Eliminates wash day’s last drudgery—the filling, 
emptying, and carrying of water pails. 3 TIMES 
FASTER THAN SYPHON, Specially-made tube 
withstands scalding water, resists cracking, Sim- 
ple to use. Now over 500,000 in use. Endorsed 
by leading economic institutes 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Pin dollar bill, check, or money or- 
der to advertisement, add your name 
and address, and mail today. The 


Filler & Drainer will arrive in time 

to help you next washday. Thisisthe 

first time the Filler & Drainer has 

ever been offered at this price and 

is for . limited time only! 

(Also Famous Scott Filler and Drainer 
THE DRAINER SALES CO. 

657 Atlantic Ave. 
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Rochester, 











Burpee’s 
Giant 


ae 4 
Sas. 44 Pxts 1O¢ 


~~ 1 Pkt. Each of 4 Best Colors 
Brilliant Scarlet, Yellow, Orange and Rose 
Full size packet of each (value 40c) sent postpaid for only 
10c. This is a remarkable ‘‘get acquainted’ offer giving 
you a special opportunity to learn that BURPEE’S SEEDS 
ARE THE BEST THAT GROW. Send 10c. today. 
Burpee's Garden Book FREE 

World’s greatest garden guide describing all best flowers 
and vegetables. Hundreds of illustrations. A wealth of 
garden information. Last year’s low prices, some even 
lower. This valuable book is FREE. Write for it today 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 815 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 


BURPEE’S SEEDS GROW 

















| 


Grieany 
MAPLE 
HEARTS 


DIRECT from Vermont 


A superlative confection 
packed in unique gift con- 
tainers that carry with your 
holiday remembrance ail the 

romance of Maple-land! Your choice of the fa- 
mous ‘Sap Bucket" or prize-winning *‘Maple Cabin,” filled 
with 100% pure Maple Sugar Hearts, kept smooth and 
creamy by exclusive new process. Ideal gifts for young or 
old; unusual bridge prizes. Mailed individually to any ad- 
dress at following postpaid prices: 


8 oz. CABIN $1.00 - 16 oz. CABIN $1.50 
16 oz. BUCKET $1.25 


West of Mississippi, add 
10e per package. Discount 
on six or more units to one 
purchaser, 10%. Order to- 
day; write names plainly. 
Ask for DIRECT PRICE 
LIST on all Maple Pro- 
ducts—syrup, sugar, 
maple cream, confections, 









1AM 6 Attautngine *) 


Can You Answer 
These Questions? 
How may cut flowers be kept fresh longer? _ 
What colors and types niay be used together? 

What kind of container should be used? 

Where should a flower arrangement be placed? 
A fascinating 24-page booklet, “CARE AND AR 
RANGEMENT OF FLOWERS” answers these 
and many other questions. It’s yours for a nickel 

to cover mailing. 

DAZEY MANUFACTURING CO. 
839 East 31st Street, Los Angeles, California 
72 Murray Street, New York City 





Betrer Homes & Garpvens, December, 1934 








Puzzler: 
Why doesn’t Mr. R. J. Bigbiz bury 
himself in the morning paper any 
more? 


Answer: 
Because he’s eating pancakes—and 
pancakes made with Pillsbury’s 
Pancake Flour command any man’s 
undivided attention. 








Hlow men do like those pancakes made | 


with Pillsbury’s Pancake Flour! Per- 


haps it’s because they have more flavor | 


.... a distinctive taste all their own. 





Buckwheat Pancake 
Flour too! 


PILLSBURY'S 
°7.G Cey.e @ ae ake): 








comes 


Pa 


more 

\ y quickly — 
Poe 

SY VAlbuquerque 


Shorten the time of recovery from tuberculosis and 
other pulmonary diseases in the high, dry climate of 
the Heart of the Health Country! Here each day brings 
definite help. Cloudless turquoise skies, brilliant win- 
ter sunshine, mile-high altitude, low humidity, scant 
rainfall combine to urge cheerfulness and improve- 
0 ment. The charm of fascinating 
surroundings in this last of the 
Old West takes the mind off its 
troubles. Living costs are no more 
than elsewhere. Come get these 
extra advantages that Albuquer- 
que gives you! Mail the coupon 
. for this free booklet, illustrated 
ie with more than 130 photographs. 


ga 
















ALBUQUERQUE civic counci | 


1660 Sunshine Bidg., Alb N i 
Gentlemen: Please send pos om bee dy a 






















You'll like Pillsbury’s | 





The Question Before the House 
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STAND up to carve if you can do 
the job better—it is done in the best 
circles. Place the turkey with neck 
to the left, hold in place by insert- 
ing carving fork firmly in breast of 
turkey, the tines astride the breast 
bone just behind the point. Carve 
side nearest you first. Remove the 
leg (including thigh and drumstick) 
by cutting thru the skin, cut 1. Us- 
ing the left hand to grasp the tip of 
the drumstick, bend the leg back, 
cut smoothly thru the meat down 
to the joint, and with tip of knife 
separate the parts of the joint. Then 
make cut 2; and cut 3. Next re- 
move the wing, cut 4. Now cut 
the breast meat in thin slices as 
shown, beginning with cut 5, be- 
ing careful to have a bit of crisp 
brown edge on each slice. If the en- 
tire bird is to be carved, turn the 
bird around and remove leg, wing, 
and breast slices from the other side. 
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complete the insulation iob. This acousti- 
cal board can be decorated so that it will 
not have a harsh appearance, and the re- 
sult is almost startling. It is made by 
several insulation-board manufacturers. 


Is there any wallboard on the market 
which is fire resistant, or will not support 
combustion? 


One of the manufacturers of wallboard 
is now lining both sides of the board with 
asbestos sheets which make the board fire- 
resistant in addition to its acting as a 
regular partition board or as a plaster 
base, and it still retains its insulating 
qualities. Another manufacturer plans to 
manufacture a board which will be fire- 
resistant or fire-retardant thru its entire 
thickness. 







How to Carve It— 


Wg 


t Gy 


To complete the carving: Insert 
tip of knife at front of breastbone, 
and at the top of the wishbone. 
Turn back the wishbone and re- 
move it. Cut thru cartilage at each 
side of breastbone, separating coilar 
bones from breast.- Tipping carcass 
slightly, insert tip of knife under 
shoulder blade, bend bone back to- . 
ward the wing joint and remove. : 
With knife or poultry shears cut 
thru small joints in ribs, separating 
the breast from the back. Then turn ‘ 
the back over and cut thru back- 
bone just behind ribs and with fork 
lift tail end, separating front por- . 
tion from back. Hold the back por- 
tion firmly by placing the fork in the 
middle of the backbone, and cut the Re 
full length of the backbone, on each S 
side, separating the side bones, each 
of which contains an “oyster.” 

Above all have a sharp knife. It 
helps make the amateur expert! 


Ss QCOQA WAAC AS ARS REN ERT 





[ Begins on page 24 | 


Ts it possible to set an electric clock in the 
wall or will we have trouble thereafter? 


A prominent electric-clock manufactur- 
er now sells one to be installed directly in 
the wall, the connection being made by 
way of a special socket which is set along- 
side of or below the clock, doing away 
with unsightly wires. There need be little 
fear of trouble with the clock after instal- 
lation. 


We wish to build in bookshelves the entire 
side of one room and from baseboard to 
picture molding, but we wonder what will 
happen in the event someone else buys the 
home and does not wish this arrangement? 


If the bookshelves are built directly into 
the wall so that the picture molding pro- 

















ARVIN 


a | a? oe 


ELECTRIC HEATER 

























THE WHOLE 
FAMILY 
ENJOYS 
@ Keeping baby 


warm for bath or 
play is one impor- 
tant Duty of an 
Arvin Fan-Forced 
Electric Heater which makes this od a 
splendid gift for your own baby, as well as 
your friends. Besides, you'll find the whole 
family clamoring for the Arvin on chilly 
mornings and evenings. Just plug it in any 
110 A.C. wall outlet, and the circulating 
warm air quickly raises the temperature 
in any small room or chilly corner. It’s 
safe for children— approved by Good 
Housekeeping Institute and Underwriters’ 
Laboratories. See the two beautifully fin- 
ished models at your hardware, electrical 
or department store, priced at $7.95 and 
$5.95. Or we will ship direct on receipt of 
price. Noblitt-Sparks Industries, Inc., 
Columbus, Indiana. 










BY THE MAKERS OF ARVIN HOT WATER 
CAR HEATERS AND ARVIN CAR RADIOS 








RAISE CHICKENS 
in CAGES 
The ARNDT Way 


There is money in raising chickens by 
this new and revolutionary method, devel- 
oped by Milton H. Arndt, world-known 
battery specialist. Mr. Arndt keeps over 
9.000 birds on his onc-acre demonstration 
He cordially invites you to visit 
his farm and see for yourself how 
healthy, contented and productive 

chickens can be when kept in cages. He 
h 18 also explained oe step in raising 
- vultry the ARNDT way, from chicks 
to layers, in a 460-peae book, entitled 

“The ARNDT New-Era System.” A real 
Practical text-book with 100" illustra- 
tions. By this System, you can sturt 
with 100 chicks or a dozen hens and ex- 
pand until you have a fine paying busi- 
ness. Thousands already using this mod- 
ern system. 


10c tavesges NOW May Change 
ur Future 
Send 10c 





farm. 


a coin or stamps: we 
will mail postpaid “The ARNDT New- 
Fra System This Book may change 
the entire future of your life, by show- 
ing the way toa biaser and surer income 


from poultry 
H. ARNDT 


M. 
Dept. 46, Trenton, New Jersey 


& STRAWBERRIES 
eee 


tells how. Describes Cat- 
varicties. 
TH 











skill, Dorsett and Fairfax, 
the most valuable new 
Copy free 
EW. F. ALLEN CO, 

305 W. Main St., Salisbury, Md. 
OLOEST BEST. 


Pout try Paper 12 issues 29° 


Paste or pin this ad on a letter with your name and 
address and mail it to us with 2Sc., (stamps or coin) 
for the next 12 issues. erican try Journ: 

542 So. Clark Street Chicago, itinois 


















free posk. Write today! ' 
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jects into the room at the top of the book- | 


shelves and the baseboard projects from 


the bookshelves at the bottom, some other | 


owner could cover them with one of the 
rigid insulation boards and then paper or 
plaster over them, leaving the book- 
shelves in the wall for another change 
later on. 


We are seriously thinking of building a | 


brick-veneer home over a wood frame, and 
we question the good practice of doing this 
because there is an open space between the 
brick and the wood-sheathing. Is there any 
way to overcome this apparent evil? 


A manufacturer of steel mesh is now 
making a special type which is attached 
to the wood-sheathing; a heavy mortar 
is then placed over the wire-netting and 
the brickwork as it progresses causes a 
bonding to the mesh, which has been fast- 
ened to the wood-sheathing. This over- 
comes the condition you do not like. 


How may I tile an old-fashioned floor 
which measures 12 x 14 feet, for we do not 
wish to raise its level very much? 


Take out the old floor and sub-flooring, 
cut the joist down somewhat, set a new 
sub-floor between the joists (as is prac- 
ticed by all builders), pour concrete on 
top of this new sub-floor until it is brought 
to the proper level, and the tile when 
placed on the concrete will finish at the 
same level as was the previous floor. 


The round posts or pillars of our front 
porch have shown cracks lengthwise. How 
may these be stopped before painting? Is 
there danger of rot? 


The danger of rot is great. These are 
shrinkage cracks and should be closed as 
soon as possible. Inasmuch as they are 
probably quite extensive, the prepared 
mixtures might be too costly. If so, pre- 
pare a good animal glue to the liquid state, 
and mix into it some very fine sawdust 
and a small quantity of plain whiting or 
talc. Stir this mixture thoroly and apply 
it to the cracks as a filler, using a putty 
knife. If there is a goodly amount of saw- 
dust in the mixture, a very good filler will 
have been made, and will harden over- 
night, ready for sanding and painting. 


Our outside steps at the front of the house 


| need repair because the stringers are rotted. 


How may I replace them so they won't rot 
again? 


First, if there is not an opening for cir- 
culation of air beneath the steps, make 
arrangements for it when replacing. Next, 
use stringers which have been pressure- 
treated with creosote, or, if these are not 
easily obtainable, brush the new stringers 
with hot creosote oil twice, permitting 
them to dry after the first coat. Brush all 
sides and both ends carefully and thoroly. 


We have a large radiator in each room, 
yet the first cold days remind us of the dis- 
comfort last winter. The radiator seems to 


be very hot, but the rooms are not com- 
fortable. 
It is quite likely that you have not 


enough radiation surface. The commonest 
error made by home-owners is in the lack 
of radiation. Another point: low radiators 
are better than the old-fashioned high 
type. The low type overcomes a large 
amount of “closed-circuit” air which 
hovers close to the floor and seems not to 
get into motion. 
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HOW TO BE 
PRACTICAL 


Ur pots 


@ Perhaps she ‘“‘needs so many 
things’’. . . yet Christmas comes 
only once a year, and you do 
want your gift to carry the holi- 
day spirit. Well, here’s the very 
thing ...a fluffy Chatham 
Blanket! 


It’s practical, for everyone 
needs blankets, and these are long 
wearing and substantial. And 
they are so breathtakingly lovely 
that they’ll add joy to a bed- 
room for many years. 


Seven exquisite shades . . . chosen by 
a famous stylist ... blue, rose, orchid, 
beige, green, peach and mahogany. The 
lustrous bindings are luxurious looking 

.and long wearing. And Chatham’s 
new “Air Loom” weave makes possible a 
stronger and warmer blanket with 
comfortable, healthful lightness in 
weight. 

The smart box makes your gift look 
especially exciting, and is handy for stor- 
ing the blanket when not in use. And 
here’s the best news . . . the price won’t 
spoil your Christmas! 


$500 ns. 


Double-bed 


tured by leading stores. 
Other Chatham Blan- 
kets at comparably low 
prices. 
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Mother! 


Protect your Baby 


with bottles that resist 
breakage from heat or cold 






















































“T feel so 
safe with 
Pyrex Nursing 
Bottles. I can 


sterilize them at 
high temperatures 
«..and I've never 
had one 
break.”’ 


Pyrex : 
Nursing Bot- eS 
tles heat as fast A 


as water will boil, 
and can be trans- 
ferred instantly 
to the cold 
tap. 





" Uninterrupted feed- 
ing schedules safe- 
guard baby’s health. 







Doctors and nurses approve Pyrex 
Brand Nursing Bottles . . . Resistant 
to breakage. Six-sided on the outside, 
rounded on the inside, with clearly 


marked ounces. In two sizes—8-oz., 
with narrow neck or wide mouth, 25¢; 
4-0z., with narrow neck, 15¢. 


PYREX NURSING 


BOTTLES 
Trade-mark Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


FOR HER 
CHRISTMAS 


because it is the only 

one for which ALL the 
safe, practical 
attachments 
are available 


THE FOOD 
MIXER THAT 












SURPLUS OF 
POWER 











>» Only $18.25 as 
shown 

* Slightly higher 
west of Denver 


MIXMASTER 


There are MANY reasons why Mixmaster is pre- 
ferred b women everywhere. It is the sturdy, 
powerful, EASY-TO-USE food mixer—the one 
that does more things better. It is the mixer that has 
ALWAYS had a SURPLUS OF POWER for every mix- 
ing, mashing, whipping, beating, folding, creaming, blend- 
ing job in the kitchen. It is the ONLY food mixer for 
which you can get ali the safe, practical inexpensive 
attachments that chop, grind, slice, shred, grate, sharpen 
knives, polish and buff, open cans, puree and sieve, shell 

' ent = yh. = freezer, etc. 

“ 8 the mixer that has all the correct speeds—the per- 
fect Low for angel-food cakes, the powerful High "hee 
grinding the toughest of raw meats. So be sure the food 
mixer you get (or the one you give) at Christmas 
time IS the Mixmaster—there’s only ONE by that 
mame. See it at your light company, department store 
or dealers. If not there write Chicago Flexible Shaft Co., 
5602 Roosevelt Road, Chicago, lll. Canada factory, 349 

Carlaw Ave.. Toronto. 44 Years Making Quality Products. 
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Gay Green Vines 


above the aroma of delicious breakfast 
coffee! They grew from seeds, my morn- 
ing-glories, most obliging they were. 

| read in a very old house-plant book 
under the heading “Ipomoea:” ‘These 
have proved with many ladies the simplest 
and easiest vines to raise indoors. Chiefly 
from seed. They grow sufficiently well to 
bloom 6 weeks after planting.” 

I discovered this heartening message 
from the past on November 1, and on 
November 2 my morning-glories (/po- 
moea rubro-caerulea) were tucked snugly 
in the hanging pot in the breakfast room. 
There was a thick layer of broken pot 
in the bottom—I am a firm believer in 
good drainage—and this was covered with 
a mixture of topsoil and sand. The seeds 
were soaked in water overnight, then 
planted 44 inch deep. 

Two weeks went by without a sign of 
life, and just as I had decided to stick to 
a modern book for inspiration the first 
shy, exciting green shoot appeared. It was 
soon followed by the other three (I planted 
four seeds) and they progressed with thrill- 
ing speed, first peeping over the side, then 
daringly extending long lengths over- 
board. When the first buds appeared, 8 
weeks after planting, I gave the vines 
weekly feedings with very weak manure 
water, and the flowers were marvelous! 
The first month there must have been 
quite 50; then during the next 5 weeks 
they came in pairs of two, then one, then 
none at all. This winter | shall plant two 
pots with seed, starting the second just 
as the first is at its height. Then perhaps 
my breakfast will be accompanied by 
blue morning-glories until spring comes 
smiling by. 

I have discovered by actual experience 
that most house plants, whether adven- 
turers or stay-at-homes, love plenty of 
fresh air and an abundance of light if they 
cannot have sunshine. They want a tem- 
perature of not over so at night and be- 
tween 65 and 70 in the daytime. They 
relish moisture in the air, too, and the fo- 
liage should be sprayed every day with 
clear water. 

In the quaint silhouette bracket shown 
on page 18 I planted a Creeping Fig or 
Rubber. I like it because it reminds me of 
southern climes where it is used to cover 
walls. 

Last year I came across a plant which 
the florist called Nep because its real name 
is Nephthytis (nef-thy’-tis). It resembled 
a tiny calla plant. Of course, I had to have 
one, and when I planted it in the garden 
for the summer it surprised me by spin- 
ning a long, viny shoot, 


Cobaea Likes Heat 


| HAVE said that plants in the house like 
a cool atmosphere. The Cobaea scandens 
must be the exception which proves the 
rule, for it demands a sunny heated room 
and seems to thrive on gas leaks which 
would spell doom to anything else. It can 
be started from seed now, two to a large 
pot, standing edgewise. The soil should 
consist of sand and garden soil, half and 
half, and a handful of well-rotted manure. 

Out in the garden Cobaea towers 30 
feet high, but fortunately in the window it 
is less ambitious. It will cling, with its 
wiry tendrils, to anything nearby, and a 


Begins on page 18 | 


thin black string strung around the win- 
dow pleases it tremendously. It may not 
bloom in the house the first winter, but 
the decorative, slim-cut leaves and its 
hardy constitution make it well worth 
while. 

During the summer vacation it should 
be sunk up to the rim in a garden bed. 
Then in fall the growth can be clipped off 
and new shoots will appear like magic to 
furnish leaves and flowers for the second 
winter. Lovely bells are the flowers, 2 
inches long, first green, then ripening to 
rich purple blue. This is a grand adven- 
turer for the average living-room, but it 
must be kept forever moist and in a sunny 
window. Dryness, even for a little time, 
spells certain death. 


The Clockvine 


A\NOTHER exquisite miniature vine, 
with an extremely lengthy name, is 
Thunbergia alata. To its friends, and they 
are many, it is just plain black-eyed- 
susan-vine, or clockvine. You can plant 
the seed immediately. Just pop three in a 
small pot filled with ordinary topsoil and 
a handful of sand. Germinating in about 
three weeks, it will grow along fast, fes- 
tooning the window, or embracing a hang- 
ing holder. It will not bloom until spring. 


Costs Two Cents 


Anp if you want a vine that costs about 
2 cents, a vine that will thrive in the sun- 
niest window or on top the bookcase in a 
dark corner, start a sweetpotato. You 
may have found it a bit hard to start one, 
but if you have failed in the past, do try 
just once again. Any container will do, a 
bit of thin Bohemian glass or a very plebe- 
ian beanpot. Choose a medium-size potato 
that has not been kiln dried. Don’t cut it; 
use the whole root. Place it, pointed end 
down, in the container, and use just 
enough water to cover the potato half way. 
After 2 weeks’ rest several fascinating, 
bright green sprouts will appear, soon 
stretching to long arms with a wealth of 
heart-shape leaves. 

Not all the arms should be permitted to 
develop. Some must be pinched back to 
within 2 inches of the potato; then these 
will produce stocky little offshoots. When- 
ever any vine gets leggy and takes on an 
anemic pale green look, a little pinching 
is first-class medicine. 


Tuat’s the delightful part about all 
vines, they ask so little! Your begonia may 
suddenly contract measles, your Jeru- 
salem-cherry may unceremoniously drop 
its fruit, the palm may brown on the tips, 
but the crisp green vines, high above their 
heads, lower a loving green arm to cheer 
you—open an unexpected flower, or add 
an inch or two of lively growth. 

Oh! Undoubtedly, vines are my favorite 
house plants and I agree absolutely with 
that wise old writer in my ancient garden 
book who says: “Tickle the vine with a 
little food, and how it frolics. Nip off the 
terminal shoots, and lo, two bright per- 
sistent tendrils are born, to curl and twine 
about your heart. Wash its dusty leaves 
and how steadily and sweetly it grows— 
artist, companion, and friertd, making a 
perpetual summer of indoor life!” 












SWEETENS 
STOMACH 


GENTLY (x0°soox 
Delightful Mint 


Relieves Gas.. 
Heartburn..Sour 
Stomach..Quick 
Relief for Millions 


HYSICIANS have 
warned against treat- 
ing acid indigestion 
with harsh, raw alkalies—the tumbler and 
spoon method. Strong, water-soluble alkalies, 
taken in excess, may turn the stomach juices 
into an unnatural alkaline condition—actually 
ee 
free you from this danger. They act 
as an acid “‘buffer.’”’ The scientific explanation 
of TUMS is that it acts gently— a oe enough of 
the antacid compound is released to counteract 
over-acidity. When your heartburn or sour 
stomach is corrected—the balance passes on 
inert and undissolved, without affecting the 
blood or kidneys. 

Try TUMS. Munch 3 or 4 when distressed. 
Millions have turned to this gentle, effective 
treatment—it’s quite likely you will, too. 10c 
at all druggists. 3-roll carrier package, only 25c. 

de- 


1935 Calendar - Thermometer, beautifull 
signed in colors and gold. Also samples TUMS 
and NR fend stamp for postage and packing 
to A. H. LEWIS CO., Dept. 41-TMM, Fo Louis 
TUMS FOR THE TUMMY 
aS 


TUMS ARE 
ANTACID . . 
NOTALAXATIVE 


For a laxative, use the safe, dependable Vegetable 
Laxative NR (Nature’s Remedy). Only 25 cents. 


HAMILTON Nut Crackers 


The easy, 















HANDY TO CARRY 











quick and better 


way to crack nuts. Kernels 
come out whole. Especially 
good for pecans, filberts, 


English walnuts, almonds, 
Brazil nuts. Made 
of malleable iron. 
Unbreakable. If 
your hardware, 
drug or depart- 
ment store can- 
not supply,send 
money order, 
express order 
th or bank draft to 


KRAUTH & BENNINGHOFEN 
Dept. C Hamilton, Ohio 









Table Style 
1.25 Postpaid 


Hand Style 
50c Postpaid 





carn fob 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


At Home — By Mail 

to learn; big fees for trained men 
and women, up to $100 per week. 
Healthful outdoor work. Write for free 
booklet of opportunities and details. 


a AMERICAN LANDSCAPE 
‘ BOOKLET 

et i 200 Plymouth 
a> Moines, lowa FREE 

























Want Things to Sparkle? 


Windows and mirrors sparkle. 
Tile, porcelain and chromium fix- 
tures shine. White paint glistens, 
with Wright’s— 


WRIGHI Si 


ie! 
mim, J/LVER LREAM 
= es Send for free booklet 
Sz 4 J. A. WRIGHT & CO., INC. 
23 Emerald St. Keene, N. H. 














COMET RICE BALL 


This handy time-saver mailed to 
any U. 8. address for only 35c— 
cooks rice perfectly. Send for yours 
TODAY. Free recipe booklet. 
COMET RICE COMPANY 
NEW YORK CITY 

















Mantelpiece 


ARRANGEMENTS 


By Harry C. Richardson 















































When snow flies, short green plants stand 
primly on the mantelshelf. With spring in 
the air, up from below stairs come new 
potted hyacinths gaily to take their place 






































Notice how these mantel decorations bal- 
ance. And they do bring the garden in- 
doors! Colorful flower prints are on the 
wall, potted trailing ivy on the mantelshelf 





























A shelf that's filled, yet uncluttered! 
Here's an interesting mantel arrangement 
if you wish to combine formal and infor- 
mal balance to get a most original effect 




















Family treasures grouped artistically on 
the mantelshelf are a distinctive way to 
express your personal interests. Guests 
often like to converse with you about them 











| 
nappies 
—* T 


A framed gay chintz or quaint sampler 
may hang low over the mantelshelf, a little 
old box beneath. Glass domes again cov- 
er wax flowers, asin your grandmother's day 
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Don’t wait till 
Christmas to give 
your family an 





4 MODELS PRICED AS LOW AS $|2-35 


It’s TRUE that an Arvin Car Heater makes 
a very ritzy Christmas gift—but it is like- 
wise true that you and your family can do a 
lot of chilling and freezing while driving, 
between now and December 25. Therefore, 
the fine and thoughtful thing to do is to buy 
the Arvin at once so that everyone can keep 
healthy and comfortable through all the cold 
weather. This year’s Arvins are the finest 
heaters we have ever built—every one pos- 
sessing surplus heating power for the coldest 
weather the winter can bring. Each model 
has the improved variable-speed illuminated 
switch, turning deflector front and other up- 
to-the-minute features. You can get a pow- 
erful Arvin for as low as $12.95—and instal- 
lation can be completed in two hours’ time. 
Garages, service stations, car dealers every- 
where sell Arvin Hot Water Car Heaters. 


Noblitt-Sparks Industries, Inc.,Columbus, Ind. 


ARVIN 


HOT WATER CAR HEATER 


For Winter Driving Comfort 


ARVIN CAR RADIO 


For Year'round Driving Pleasure 














In Denmark Jule-nissen brings gifts to both children and cattle 


Christmas Customs in Many Lands 


NCE again thruout the Christian 
world it’s Christmas—the season of giv- 
ing, of religious services, woodland greens, 
and candles aglow. There are legends, 
stories, and historic anecdotes associated 
with Christmas in each land. According 


to the practices in our childhood, each of 


us is inspired to think of Christmas as 
meaning something quite different and 
distinct from our neighbor. Perhaps in 
your childhood a German Christmas cake 
was your only gift. Perhaps Christmas has 
been a deeply religious holiday and not a 
festive season, for this, I dare say, was the 
idea of our early Pilgrim forefathers. 


Saturnalia. Even before we in the Chris- 
tian world celebrated Christmas, the early 
pagans observed the season as the Saturna- 
lia, the coming of longer days. In the days 
of early Rome it is written that men gave 
honeyed things that the year of the recipi- 
ent might be sweeter, lamps that it might 
be full of light, silver and gold that wealth 
might attend them. 


Santa Claus. Of course we all know genial 
old Santa Claus, and you have no doubt 
heard that Saint Nicholas, who died in 
345, was a bishop and became the patron 
saint of children, maidens, and mariners. 
He lived in Bari, Italy, and inasmuch as 
this was a seaport town, his fame was car- 
ried far and wide. His bishop’s miter was 
gradually transformed to a fur-trimmed 
cap, which we always associate with Santa 
Claus. It was from Holland that America 
got the idea of Santa Nikolaus, shortened 
to Santa Claus. It is strange that Saint 
Nicholas is not associated with Christmas 
in Italy, the land of his birth. 


In Germany and France the gifts are 
brought in by the Christ Child, who is 
dressed in white. 


Jule-nissen. Perhaps you or your ancestors 
have come from Denmark. Then you 
know all about Jule-nissen, the little old 
man who lives in your attic. Of course, he 
is really an elf. He is dressed in gray and 
wears a pointed red nightcap, as depicted 
in the sketch on this page. He sees that 
everything runs smoothly in your house. 
Then at Christmastime he becomes un- 
usually active by rewarding not only the 
children with gifts but the cattle and 
birds with food. 

If you believe in Jule-nissen you will 
place a bowl of rice and milk in the attic 
on Christmas Eve because this seems to 
be the only time he eats. “I have never 
seen Jule-nissen,” said Jacob Riis, the 
noted Danish-American author, “but the 
cat must have been his great friend, for 
each Christmas morning she would de- 
scend from the attic and preen herself be- 
fore the fire. And when we looked, the 
bowl was always licked clean.” 


Befana. Do you know Befana? In Italy 
she appears on Epiphany Eve, January s. 
You hang up your stockings and this stern, 
forbidding old woman comes down the 
chimney with a cane in one hand and a 


bell in the other. She fills the stockings of 


bad children with ashes, and those of good 
children with presents. 


Julklapp. The intricate way in which we 
wrap all our Christmas packages has been 
derived from Germany and Sweden, for 
in both countries it is a common practice 
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to hide all the presents in a Ju/klapp, in 
which presents are wrapped and _ hidden 
in boxes within boxes. 


The Urn of Fate. In Italy you would receive 
your gifts from the Urn of Fate, which is 
really what you and I would call the grab- 
bag or Jack Horner Pie. It is placed in the 
center of the table and when the auspi- 
cious moment arrives each member of the 
family draws his presents from this bowl. 
For days you would have been wrapping 
not only valuable gifts but equally pretty 
packages containing nothing but crumpled 
paper—and then the expectancy that 
when you drew from the Urn of Fate you 
would get a real present instead of a blank. 

And here’s a pretty custom from Spain, 
where the Urn of Fate serves quite anoth- 
er purpose. Large parties of people are as- 
sembled in homes and everyone’s name 
is placed in the Urn. The names are drawn 
in pairs so fate ordains those who must 
be devoted friends during the year. Often- 
times enemies are brought together by the 
conspiracy of their friends. 


In Virginia. In our own country, in Virginia, 
each Negro on Christmas Eve writes his 
name on a slip of paper and pins it to a 
sheet spread over the dining-table. When 
morning comes, after every member of 
the family is up, the four oldest take the 
four corners of the sheet and raise it. 
Whereupon all the gifts are found where 
the names have been pinned. 


In Mexico instead of a Christmas tree you 
find the Pinata, a very fragile earthen jar 
elaborately decorated with tissue paper 
and tinsel. Or else this jar is hidden with- 
in the body of a large doll’s face, a bull- 
fighter, or some such figure. The jar is 
filled with nuts, fruits, and other a codles 
Each person in the family is blindfolded 
and given a few chances to strike and 
break the Pinata, whereupon all the 
goodies are scattered and there is a wild 
scramble. One Pinata is broken each night 
for nine nights before Christmas, and on 
the last night, Christmas Eve, the cele- 
bration takes on a religious significance. 


In Norway no wheels must turn at the holi- 
day season. For two weeks all the 
beasts, fish, and birds must not be mo- 
lested—no traps, no nets, no labor. Also 
just before Christmas a sheaf of wheat is 
placed upon a pole, which is sometimes 
surmounted by a tuft of evergreen 
branches. This serves as a feast for the 
birds, and should a lot of them come to 
the sheaf of wheat, the visit portends a 
good year for crops. 


In Iceland the Christmas season is a time 
for housecleaning. Everything must be 
beaten and shaken and dusted and swept 
and painted and renovated. In Iceland 
and in the Scandinavian Peninsula and 
other farthest-north regions there’s much 
jubilation over the fact that from this day 
on the days will lengthen. Everything is 
done to emphasize the coming of the sea- 
son of light. The Icelandic mother makes 
candles, which are presented to each one 
in the family, symbolizing the light and 
joy of the Christmas message. 


Your Christmas. I would truly enjoy know- 
ing about some of the Christmas customs 
which you hold very near and dear to you. 


Won’t you write me some 
of your childhood mem- 
ories of Christmas observ- "Af 


ances in your home? 
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Master scholar, compiler of the great 
dictionary, Webster was among the 
first to inquire into the baffling causes 
of that private and public menace— 
the common cold. 

His conclusion that colds were due 
to the fearful plunge of meteors 
through the sky was far from the 
truth, but no less distant than that 
of other savants who assigned colds 
to the bite of bedbugs, and to ‘“‘sit- 
ting in cold, damp churches.”’ (Dr. 
Thomas Haynes, 1789.) 

For centuries, hundreds of absurd 
theories as to the cause of colds were 
advanced only to be sharply ex- 
ploded. But now one has been pre- 
sented that Science has generally 
accepted. This is the filtrable virus 
theory. 

Research men say the bacteria of 
this virus are so small the micro- 
scope cannot see them, so tiny they 
cannot be trapped by the most se- 
lective filters. Only by their harm- 
ful effect on the human body can 
their existence be established. With 
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OAH WEBSTER 
thought tat COLDS Were caused by Ct OMETS 


such a virus, scientists have repeat- 
edly inoculated others with one 
person’s cold. 


At the first sign of a cold 


Granting that colds are due toa virus 
that enters the mouth, nose, and 
throat, is it not a wise precautionary 
measure to use a good antiseptic to 
fight such bacteria? Is it not wisdom 
to keep the oral cavity clean and 
healthy? Noted physicians tell us 
that it is. Millions of people find that 
it is. 

Numerous tests have shown that 
regular users of Listerine did not 
catch as many colds as non-users nor 
were their colds so severe. Moreover, 
countless letters this company has 
received testify to Listerine’s re- 
markable ability to check colds, and 
to the almost immediate relief it 
gives in cases of ordinary sore throat. 

The moment Listerine enters the 
mouth, it dislodges germ-bearing 
debris and kills literally millions of 
germs on mouth and throat surfaces. 


Yet it is absolutely safe—does not 
irritate delicate membranes. That is 
a point of utmost importance in an 
antiseptic. Excessive strength in a 
mouthwash may prove to be a dan- 
ger. instead of a protection. 

If you spend most of your time 
indoors, start using Listerine every 
morning and every night. Figures 
show that indoor people catch four 
times as many colds as outdoor 
workers. 


We will send free and postpaid a 
scientific treatise on the germi- 
cidal action of Listerine; also, a 
Booklet on Listerine uses. Write 
Lambert Pharmacal Company, 
Dept. B-1, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Neross. the (ditors Desk 


Tuts is going to be 
a confidential chat 
about some new 
things for Better 
Homes &§ Gardens. 

First let’s talk about 
next month’s issue. 

“‘Man’s place is in 
the kitchen!” That’s 
the startling slogan of 
Frazier Hunt, who 
has looked things over 
in every land on the 
globe, coming to the 
conclusion that what 
this nation needs is 
more men cooks. 

Frazier Hunt, as 
you probably know, 
is a war correspon- 
dent, author of many 
books and magazine 
articles, rancher, and 
globe-trotter. (By the 
way, his recent book 
“This Bewildered 
World” is one you'll 
want to read.) On top 
of that he is a most 
human and lovable 
character, full of good 
humor—a genuine 
home and family man 
despite his wander- 
lust, You may be sur- 
prised that this tall, robust, intensely 
masculine man knows his recipes, and 
he proves it by his writing. And here’s 
another little-known fact about this 
well-known cosmopolite: When a young 
man he published a weekly newspaper 
at Alexis, Illinois. 


Honore WILLSIE MORROW, fa- 
mous Lincoln biographer, who has writ- 
ten so many novels, historical books, and 
magazine articles that we couldn’t begin 
to list them, says Abraham Lincoln was 
a great lover of trees and a character 
who would have greatly endeared him- 
self to Better Homes & Gardens families, 
even if he had not become famous. 

She has written “Lincoln Among the 
Trees” for our February issue, in it 
presenting many facts about the great 
American that have hitherto been un- 
known to most of us. 

Mrs. Morrow was born at Ottumwa, 
Iowa, and was educated at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. She has had a very 
busy and useful life, as magazine editor, 
novelist, and writer on general subjects. 
Her article breathes a fine sentiment 
you will enjoy. 


month's 


Every year, in January or February, 
the genuine garden fan begins to think of 
the best flowers he can raise, so in Febru- 
ary we are presenting “Parade of the 
Champions,” which describes the finest 





Honore Willsie Morrow, author of 


“Lincoln Among the Trees,”’ 
Better Homes & Gardens 
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1935 new products of 
the flower-propaga- 
tor’s art. 


SHOULD children 
help with house- 
work?” This question 
has probably agitated 
your mind more than 
once. Read Gladys 
Denny Shultz’s ar- 
ticle in February and 
you'll find new light 
on the subject. 


Now we shall back 
up just a little to con- 
sider the article on the 
growth of winter bulbs 
for house plants, 
which is the first of a 
series. (See page 44.) 

This is a most in- 
formative and useful 
article, and if you will 
study it closely you 
will detect that it is 
written to be useful 
to Junior Gardeners 
as well as adult be- 
ginners. 

During the year 
this treatment will be 
continued. There are 
many things that in- 
terest every beginning gardener, wheth- 
er he is 6 or 60, and you'll get much in- 
formation from the series. Please write 
me what you think of it. 


A READER in New Jersey writes that 
she and her husband bought a bildcost 
gardened home plan from Better Homes 
&? Gardens, built a house, and some 
neighbors liked it so well that they 
bought it. Then the original builders 
started another home, also from Better 
Homes & Gardens plans. That was also 
sold. Within a year or two, four Better 
Homes &8 Gardens homes have been built 
and sold in this manner. 

In an article last month I told of 
some people who had built homes of poor 
construction and architecture, later 
finding that the economy was very 
wasteful. The readers in New Jersey, just 
mentioned, did the opposite. They fol- 
lowed good architectural design and 
good specifications, and found that they 
got their money back, and more. There- 
by they not only created more comfort 
and happiness for themselves, but con- 
tributed substantially to good architec- 
ture and construction in the nation at 
large. The correspondence with these 
readers is one of the 
hopeful signs of the 
times. It pays to 
build a strong, well- e 
designed home, 


in next 


+ 





IN THIS ISSUE 


Home Cooking, and Oh, SO Good! 


Ambassador With Foods Portfolio . . 12 
Cooks’ Round Table of Endorsed Recipes 26 


Furnishings for Your Home 
Maps Decorate and Teach. . . . . 20 


A Number of Things for the ones! 
Across the Editor’s Desk 


ioemewece nie! . Bee. . s + ; 
Gardener Harold L.Ickes . . . . . 9 
3 Advantages Tou .Fs lw lS DP 
Among Ourselves. iy sie 
The Simplified Family Budget Book gs 


How to Manage the Home 


This Is the Way We Remove Stains . . 18 
And This Is the Way We Wash Clothes . 19 
Speech Difficulties Can Be Cured . . . 24 


That Gardens May Flourish 


The Diary of a Plain Dirt Gardener . 5 
The Books of the Month 14 
Along the Garden Path 52 


Remodeling and Building Ideas 


A Better Homes &8 Gardens Artist’s Home . . 16 


ALittleata‘Time . .. . 22 


Especially for Boys and Girls 


The Junior Garden Clubs of America Page 44 


Verse 
Oe ee ee ee eee 


Cover Painting by Arthur Stanley Reese 


CObE 


Meredith Publishing Company 
E. T. Meredith, Founder, 1876-1928 


Fred Bohen 
President and General Manager 


Elmer T. Peterson, Editor 
Frank W. McDonough.... . Associate Editor 


Josephine Wylie......... Associate Editor 

Alfred Carl Hottes........ Associate Editor 

Wallace F. Hainline.......... Art Director 
a 


5 H ; . 1714 Locust Street, Des Moines, 
Editorial Offices: Iowa. Manuscripts submitted 
to the magazine must be accompanied by postage for 
their return, else we cannot be resonsible for them. 
Letters to The Junior Garden Clubs of America, which 
organization is sponsored by Better Homes & Gardens, 
should also be sent to this address. 


se . . New York City, 420 
Advertising Branch Offices: 7" fon Ave. 
Philadelphia, 133 So. Twelfth St.; Chicago, 383 No. 
Michigan Ave.; Detroit, 5-145 General Motors Bldg. ; 
St. Louis, 1411 Syndicate Bldg.; Minneapolis, 635 
Palace Bldg.; San Francisco, 530 Russ Bldg. 


a $1 a year; two years, $1.50. Canada, 
Subscription: $2 a year; other countries, $1.50. 
At news stands, twenty-fifth of the month, 10 cents a 
copy. Entered as second-class matter at the post office 
in Des Moines, Iowa, under act of Congress, March 3, 
1879. Copyrighted by the Meredith Publishing Com- 
pany, 1935, United States and Canada. Trademarks 
for Better Homes & Gardens have been registered in the 
United States and Canada. 




















5 


THE Diar VY OF A PLAIN DIRT GARDENER 











/ Here beginneth the—let me see, 
a it’s either the twenty-seventh or 
twenty-eighth year that I have kept the 
pages of this old diary book. Think of 
that. And right glad I am that in the years 
when I was younger and more foolish, I 
didn’t have to pick out and edit extracts 
of it for Better Homes & Gardens, like I’ve 
been doing the past few years. 

My Plans. Here’s what I want to do 
this year. First, there’s the bed I made 





“| put cornstalks over the iris” 


ready for more peonies that still stands 
vacant. No money to buy said peonies. I 
plan to fill it with annuals this year and 
maybe I can get the peonies next fall. I 
want to get a good collection of the newer 
hardy chrysanthemums. I want to pre- 
pare a little bed and plant it with tall 
phlox, including some more of the new 
Lilian that is such a fine pink. I hope to 
grow a lot more perennials from seed to 
catch up on the ones I didn’t grow last 
year because I never could get the money 
ahead to buy the seeds. 


pre Antidote for Avoirdupois. My ex- 

tra 15 pounds worry me. So about 
4 this afternoon I donned war paint and 
feathers (I speak figuratively, for what I 
donned was overalls plus my summer- 
camping high-top shoes) and went right 
out into the chilly air. The ground was 
frozen and it was an ideal time for finish- 
ing up the winter-covering job. I put corn- 
stalks over the new iris | planted last 
summer. Before the ground froze I had 
dug little trenches back and around the 
bed to run off surplus water. 


fond Down town, I bought my garden 

diary notebook for this year and 
found that my old favorite has appeared 
in a new water-resistant cover. Good, for 
this notebook will have many a chance to 
get wet as I lug it about the garden, 
making notes. 


fon. Another Fish Fan. On the way 

home from a visit to the folks we 
stopped to howdy with John Siebenthaler, 
the nurseryman. He’s a tropical-fish fan 
in his idle moments and he gave the boys 
a pair of sword fish and a pair of moons, 
which they proudly brought home, in a 
fruit jar with perforated lid, to our 
aquarium. 


prd The Fuller Life. This family has re- 
solved to live a fuller life. We are 
going to do things and make things. I am 


By Harry R. O’Brien 


going to work at my photographing. 
Donald wants to do carpenter work and 
he’s busy out at his Grandmother K’s 
right now doing his first wood-carving. 
Maggie wants to paint and what not. So 
we need a play laboratory indoors that 
will take the place of our garden work 
outdoors in summer. And it’s so chilly at 
the garage workbench. 

So I made measurements this afternoon. 
Then David and I went to Potter’s lum- 
ber yard and ordered material to make a 
big workbench in the basement, with a 
smaller, lower one at the end for the boys. 
And Donald has already set up a how] for 
more tools. 

Two Questions. There are those tulips in 
pots that I’ve been trying to force into 
bloom—and haven’t. Maggie has them in 
the kitchen now and this evening she 
asked me two most embarrassing ques- 
tions: “Do you think these tulips will ever 
bloom?” and “Do you think you are good 
enough carpenter to enlarge this window 
ledge to make a shelf for flowers?” 

Such enthusiasm in Maggie needs en- 
couragement. I’ve been trying for about 
twelve years now to get her to take care 
of my indoor flowers. Funny, but she 
likes cactus and those queer sedum-like 
things instead of flowering plants. 


font Coperen. By 4, after a day at my 
typewriter, I was tired, nervous, 
and querulous. The boys kept coming in 
and bothering me. So I just up and went to 
the basement with them. First, we carried 
in that new lumber which came this 
morning. Then we set to work to measure, 
saw, chisel, and hammer to make our in- 
doors laboratory bench. Donald wanted 
to saw. David put on his play carpenter 
apron and appropriated my nails. The 
saw was dull. I broke my chisel. My mallet 
wasn’t heavy enough. But anyhow, we 
worked away until bedtime for the boys. 


an./2 Roadside Effort. This afternoon | 
went to a meeting down town to 

hear Wilbur H. Simonson, landscape ar- 
chitect of the Federal Bureau of Public 
Roads, talk on roadside improvement. 





“Maggie asked embarrassing questions” 


Some call it beautification, but it’s a lot 
broader than that. Our garden clubs and 
others have recently organized a Road- 
side Improvement Council. Our state has 
been pretty backward in looking after 


roadsides, but maybe if those of us who 
love the open road and the beautiful make 
enough noise we'll soon change all that. 


fon? Occupying the Pulpit in Jackson. To- 

night found Maggie and me at a 
meeting of the Jackson Horticultural So- 
ciety, at Jackson, Michigan, which was 
a unique experience. First, | was on the 
program, you see, and I had to speak 
standing in the pulpit of the Methodist 
Church. Now, be it known, this PDG is 
often pretty plain speaking. And standing 
there in a pulpit sadly calmed me down 
and limited my phraseology. 

Second, I never saw such a lot of good 
gardeners in my life. At least eight of 
them had their training in England or 
adjacent territory. And they know more 
about gardening than I'll ever know. 
Morrison, the president, is an Irishman. 
Grinter, secretary, is an Englishman. 
After the meeting, Morrison took us out 
to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dobbin. We 
saw their fine garden by floodlight, then 
sat and talked garden gossip until mid- 
night. This horticultural society has a 
membership of about thirty men and 
meets twice a month. It has a lot of en- 
thusiasm. 


frral Back home, to find Donald at 

his grandmother’s with the 
mumps. There are more baby guppies in 
the aquarium. A visitor actually came 





“| just didn't listen to her’ 


this bright afternoon and wanted to see 
the garden. I showed what there is to him. 

So far everything seems to be standing 
the winter in good shape. The plants in 
the coldframe are growing brightly. The 
moles have well-nigh ruined the lawn in 
places. Wherever I put compost last 
spring, there they have been. Now I won- 
der why. 


fan22 Sanitation for Fish, Down town, 

David and I bought a feeding 
ring for the tropical fish—a little hollow 
glass square that floats on the water. By 
putting the feed inside this, it doesn’t 
spread and it is easier to clean up any that 
the fish don’t eat. Also I bought another 
medicated cone for the aquarium. This is 
mainly plaster-of-paris, | suppose, and 
its purpose is to neutralize any acid that 
is formed in the water. 


Christmas Tree Planted. The ther- 
mometer stood up toward ¢0 this 
afternoon. And there stood the live Christ- 
mas tree in its tub, [ Continued on page 49 
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1 “Now you'll like spinach,” said I to 
Nick the first time I served a new canned 
cream-of-spinach soup. But Nick com- 
plains he has little opportunity to find 
out—that I like this soup so well myself 


I skimp his dish! (As if I would!) 


2 A handy man’s 50-cent kit of sand- 
paper in assorted grits includes 24 sheets; 
each measures 11 x 4% inches, a neat 
packet that lightens many tasks. 


3 Josephine Wylie has placed this slid- 
ing tray (sketched) in her refrigerator. 
Its covered pottery jars for storing left- 
overs can be slipped 
into the oven to re- 
heat and are suited 
for table service. 
The covers make 
coasters to place 
under them... . 
Beverage bottle 
sketched has a 
spout that is tip- 
wise for easy pour- 
ing, with opening 
large enough to 
take an ice-cube. It’s 2-quart size. 






Hii, 


| 


4 New metal curtains for your fireplace 
are of spiral-weave mesh. The supports 
don’t show from outside—all you see is 
the pair of curtains with chain pull to 
operate ... Dry briquettes which kindle 
my hearth fire without argument in 
Nick’s absence are handy equipment. 


5 If you're tired of your green and or- 

chid bathroom, try the orchid with pow- 
der-blue or a lovely yellow or rose . . . Two 
tones of one color are smart in home decora- 
tion—brown with apricot, for instance, a pair 
of the smartest! 


6 In our downstairs bedroom the paper keeps 
wrinkling in one corner. John Normile blames 
the room’s “settling” and suggests a metal 
corner commercially made of two galvanized 
strips which interlock. You bring the paper on 
each wall precisely to the corner, covering each 
strip without paper overlapping, and thus it 
comes together neatly, cannot wrinkle, but 

“gives” with the strip. 


7 In the sketch the ra- 
diator cover is cut 
away, showing humidi- 
fying pan which slides 
under to hold water. 
The shelf bolts to 
brackets between ra- 
diator sections, and pan 
can’t slip. Comes in 
walnut- or ivory-finish 
metal; $2-size complete, extends to 27 inches, 





8 A manofacturer’s booklet, “How to Plan 
Your Modernization Budget,” takes the home 
room by room, itemizes all modernization pos- 
sibilities—gives classified pages in the back for 
recording estimates. Thus you can study out 
which improvement in your home will do the 
most good for the money. 


9 An electric toaster has automatic-timing de- 
vice that can be gauged to pop up the slice 
toasted light, medium, or dark (as you prefer). 
It’s part of a new breakfast-tray ensemble . . . 
On the tray a fan-shape dish holds breads; 
another is divided into thirds for “spreads.”’ 





Ws CAN’T wait any longer,” said Nick’s friend 
Jim. “Polly and I want to build a home!” 
“Fine,” said Nick. “I’d do what a good many folks 
have been doing for the past three years—investigate 
a Better Homes & Gardens Bildcost Gardened Home 
Plan. Eighteen of these plans for gardened homes 
have been featured in the magazine. . 
copy of the new booklet, Anna? It tells all about the 
Bildcost homes, Jim, shows pee of ’em!” 

us absorbed in it. (Yes, 
my knitting has slipped off the chair and our dog Pal 
is unraveling it!) 
If Polly and Jim find a Bildcost home to their lik- 
ing, we'll let you know next month! Oh, this 44-page 
booklet is called Better Homes & Gardens Book of 
Bildcost Gardened Home Plans. It sells for 25 cents. 


ae Joyce Olson 


So here you see the four o 


10 Have you noticed the label recently on your 
favorite brand of evaporated milk? It probably 
mentions that the sunshine Vitamin D has 
been added thru irradiation or other means (to 
help prevent rickets in children and build 
strong, pearly teeth) . . . Or perhaps you live 
near a dairy that offers bottled Vitamin D 
milk, procured either by feeding cows irradi- 
ated yeast, or by adding a Vitamin D concen- 
trate (made from cod-liver oil) to the milk. 





For information about news items 
please specify paragraph and issue, as 
“No. 15, January,” and send a 3-cent 
stamp to The Home Service Bureau, 
Better Homes &8 Gardens, 5301 Mere- 
dith Building, Des Moines, lowa. 











11 Do you know 200 ways to serve rice? I knew 
three! A new recipe booklet approved by the 
Home Economics Department of Louisiana 
State University tells ’em all. And how to boil 
rice so that each tiny kernel is a distinct, fluffy 
grain. There is a small utensil, called a “rice 
ball,” that does the job, and the rice can’t stick. 
It’s wire, like a strainer. 


12 Alfred Hottes wants all 
gardeners to know that under 
the National Housing Act 
money can be procured from 
your lending agency—to build 
a lean-to greenhouse. The one 
sketched is primarily for grow- 
ing flowers, but couldn’t it 
serve in addition as a charm- 
ing sunroom? 


. Where is our 








13 Very young children can operate a 
phonograph. Little stories are now avail- 
able on records, a whole cast taking part. 
The ideal playroom record library con- 
tains these and the nursery songs. 


14 Removable upholstery or slip covers 
may have zipper 
fasteners as sketch- 
ed. Part of the fast- 
ener is attached to 
the chair frame, or 
the manufacturer 
uses a separate fab- 
ric for the bottom, 
on whichitis sewed. 


15 Our repair man 
needed light behind 
the radio, so Nick 
fetched a portable 
socket with flat base which is a reel con- 
taining 15 feet of extension cord. The 
base (of plastic material) measures only 
4 inches in diameter, with a hook to 
clip it to a chair-back. 





16 A new enamelware roaster has wire 
rack inside. This prevents the turkey 
from sticking and allows its easy trans- 
fer from roaster to platter. 


17 You can nowsave your first launder- 
ing costs on muslin sheets that come 
laundered and Cellophane-packaged, 
ready to use. 


18 A gas range of well-known make has 
non-clogging burners. These are so con- 
structed that the flame comes out be- 
low and up and around the burner top, rather 
than thru the open holes to which we are ac- 
customed. This way the burners keep clean. 


19 Andirons to match 
the period of your fire- 
place! The modern pair 
with curb are of pol- 
ished aluminum, black 
trim, weigh 18 pounds, 
and are 17 inches high. 
The Colonial set 
sketched in the fire- 
place are duplicates of 
a pair found in Con- 
necticut. These come in iron or hammered brass. 











20 The electric dishwasher I want occupies a 
floor space about 2 feet square. With the dishes 
in stationary rubber trays, water is dashed 
and sprayed about them—efhciently but gently. 
This kitchen piece would make several of my 
New Year resolutions come true: better-looking 
hands, a neater kitchen, graciously served 
meals (more dishes used), and extra hours for 
sewing on buttons. And Nick says, ‘““There 
would be no more dishwashing for me—ever!” 
They’re selling these machines for about $135. 


21 Our linoleum needs a fresh 
protective surface coating. 
For this I’m using a special 
linoleum varnish which comes 
complete with long-handle 
spreader made for the job. 
You simply mop it on. 


22 Let’s hope Santa Claus 
brought some little boy the 
new 3-car electric streamline 
toy train, with chrome finish, 
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